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REGLONAL, Ak, 


SOLUTION TO SAHARA PROBLEM FOR MOROCCAN UNITY 
Beirut LA REVUE DU LIBAN in French 12-19 Jul 86 pp 38-39, 41 


[Unsigned interview with Ahmad Issa, Syrian ambassador to Morocco] 


[Text] Rabat--LA REVUE DU LIBAN--We had several questions to ask Ahmad Issa, 
Syria's ambassador in Rabat. And given the often complex regional problems, 
we were thus able to gain an understanding of Syria's position. 


Ahmad Issa, 48 years old, has been ambassador to Morocco since 1982. This is 
his first diplomatic post, but he comes to it with a solid background, having 
been a long-time member of the Arab socialist party Bass where he was in 
charge of the party's foreign relations; as part of these responsibilities, 
he has chaired the Association for Syrian-Romanian Friendship. 


We asked him some so-called delicate questions, which he answered candidly. 

Of his answers, we have reported only what may be published, but Such a 
discussion can only remain open. We essentially discussed the matter of Syria- 
Morocco relations, the Sahara problem, the possibility of a Syria-Iraq 
rapprochement, the Gulf war, Syrian-Palestinian relations, the Lebanese 
crisis, the confrontation with Israel, the future Arab summit, and So on. 


Fair Weather Syrian-Moroccan Relations 


[Question] It would appear that Syrian-Moroccan relations are presently 
unclouded. You have returned to your Rabat post, while Morocco has named a 
new ambassador to Damascus. 


[Answer] We are working to strengthen brotherly relations between Syria and 
Morocco, basing ourselves on all the historical bonds that join us, as well as 
on our common regional problems. Nor are we forgetting the position adopted 
by Morocco during the October War of Liberation, and that country's heroic 
actions. We want to strengthen our relations along Arab lines in order to 
face Israel. At this stage, Morocco, which chairs the Islamic Arab Summit 
Conference and the Jerusalem Committee, assumes responsibilities which require 
it to be in the front lines against Israel and world imperialism. This 
matches Syria's position that Israel is the most dangerous enemy of the Arab 
nation. The efforts undertaken in this respect by Rabat are the foundation of 
Syrian-Moroccan relations. 











In addition, we are working to establish agreements in all areas of transpor- 
tation, tourism, and culture, since all economic exchanges among Arab 
countries in general, are part of the complementarity of the Arab economy, 
especially between our two countries. We want Morocco to accept the agreements 
already signed by Syria. Actually, the nomination of a new Moroccan ambassador 
to Damascus will encourage a resumption of cooperation. 


[Question] Syria is an Arab country led by a nationalist party. Don't you 
believe that some confusion exists in the information regarding the unity of 
the Moroccan territory, which does not make it easier to understand the 
problem, even for a Moroccan? How do you perceive this problem, and what are 
its repercussions on the relations between your two countries? 


[Answer] The socialist Arab Baas is certainly a nationalist party which does 
not encourage the division, but on the contrary, advocates the unity of the 
entire Arab nation. We believe that the Sahara question is marginal; its aim 
is to scatter the capabilities of Arabian Morocco and to prevent it from 
placing itself in the service of the Arab-Israeli conflict. As Arabs, we must 
place an order of priority on our conflicts. In addition to the Sahara 
question for instance, part of Morocco's territory is occupied by a western 
country, as are other Arab territories. Other conflicts also exist on the 
border of some Arab countries, not to mention the zionist enemy which is 
watching us and which still nurtures the dream of building a state that would 
span from the Euphrates to the Nile. 


We must therefore establish an order of priorities. Our survival, threatened 
by Israel's tendencies, must take precedence over all other matters. But we 
must solve all secondary problems through a dialog which will lead to entente. 
From this standpoint, we are asking that the Sahara problem be solved in order 
to preserve our strength, lest we lose the unity of our Arab nation. But we 
must also consider Morocco's unity and the rights of the Moroccan people, so 
that it may subsequently take part in the war of liberation which will be 
waged against Israel and world zionism. Of course, some of the media has used 
the Sahara question to harm Syrian-Moruccan relations; they headline this 
question without attempting to help solve it as part of a brotherly 
understanding between Algeria and Morocco. In this way, intentionally or not, 
they steer the nationalist struggle of the Moroccan people away from its 
initial goal. 


[Question] You have had occasion to note that the progressive forces and the 
Moroccan people are very attached to the unity of their land. Has Syria 
already made, or does it expect to make mediation efforts between Algeria and 
Morocco, inviting them to galvanize treir forces toward another goal? 


[Answer] We know that the Sahara question is a primordial one for the 
Moroccan people, and that it absorbs a large portion of itS capabilities. We 
want to see this problem solved, but all Syrian mediation in this respect must 
be initiated by Algeria and Morocco; to my knowledge, neither of the two 
parties has asked for such a mediation in one way or another. The matter was 
not even brought up at any Arab summit conference; but if Syria is asked for 
help, it will not fail to respond to such an appeal. 


~ 














[Question] Is it true that the Polisario forces are being trained in Syria? 


[Answer] Some of the media has already mentioned it in order to harm 
Syrian-Moroccan relations, and we have already denied this information. 


[Question] Last year there was even talk of a Polisario culiurai festival in 
Damascus. 


[Answer] We ¢ lved this problem at the time with Moroccan representatives, 
and there have been no repercussions on Syrian-Moroccan relations. 


Syria-Israel: A Strategic Balance 


[Question] Syria is currently working on achieving a strategic balance with 
Israel. But this balance is not well understood in Morocco. Can you 
elaborate on this point? 


[Answer] After Egypt, bound by Camp David, had left the Arab camp, and 
following a prevalent defeatist Arab current, Syria found itself forced to 
establish a strategic balance with Israel on military, cultural, and economic 
grounds. This is a heavy burden for Syria, since it should in fact have been 
Shared by all Arabs. Despite this, Syria has achieved a great step forward, 
for instance by preventing Israel from carrying out its "lightning wars.” 
Actually, the enemy clearly fears these Syrian preparations, and is taking 
note of them. This balance will prevent the Arabs from surrendering, as it 
will prevent a propagation of Camp David, the agreement from which we hope 
that Egypt will free itself sooner or later. 





The Iraq-Iran War 
[Question] What about the Iraq-Iran war and Syria's support of Iran? 


[Answer] With the Iraq-Iran war in it sixth year, we would first have to 
dwell at length on its causes and results, which we cannot do in this 
interview. It is in fact a crazy war, which has destroyed the capabilities of 
both countries, and which only serves the interests of Israel and imperialism. 
From the start, Syria had noted that the Iranian revolution was carried out 
against the regime of the Shah and American interests, and in line with the 
Palestinian cause and the liberation of Arab territories. We therefore had to 
join ranks with it so that we might deeply affect Israel and the American 
interests, aS a counterweight to Sadat's betrayal and his signing of the 
shameful agreement. 


What has happened in the region as a result of this war is consistent with 
Syria's position and supports the profound strategic foresight of the Syrian 
leaders. From the start, Syria has spoken against this war. It actually does 
not support Iran, but rather the Arabs and their future. 


[Question] Iraq is in favor of proclaiming an end to the war, while Iran is 
determined to continue its advance. 
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[Answer] Syria is also in favor of proclaiming an end to the state of war, a 
position which Iran should adopt as long as it is eStablished who is the 
attacker and who is attacked, and as long as the attacker assumes responsi- 
bility for all consequences of its attacks. This is what will preserve the 
rights of two neighbors and brothers, and will unify their efforts against a 
common enemy. 


[Question] You thus support Iran's conditions. And what is Syria's position 
on the occupation of various Arab territories? 


[Answer] We will not go into the details of the conditions. We are actually 
in favor of conditions which would end the state of war, and would orient the 
forces in place against Israel and in the interests of the Arab nation. Syria 
wants to see that the fight does not become more extensive, and that Iran does 
not occupy Arab territories, a position also adopted by the Iranian revolution. 
As soon as the two countries will have reached the end of their state of war, 
their respective forces should withdraw behind their internationally 
recognized border, after those who are at the root of this war will have 
assumed their historical responsibilities, 


[Question] What is the situation on the next summit meeting planned between 
Syria and iraq? 


[Answer] Syria supports any steps in the direction of Arab unity and 
confrontation of the Israeli enemy. 


American Aggression Against Libya 
[Question] Is Syria against an application of the joint defense treaty? 


[Answer] Syria is ready to apply the joint defense treaty, but on scientific 
grounds, based on a principle stated in the Hadith of the Prophet: "Support 
your brother whether he is guilty or not guilty, and if he is quilty, guide 
him to the straight path.” This is consistent with our position on the 
Irag-Iran war. As for the American attacks against Libya, we wiil let 

others answer this question. 


[Question] Is Syria in favor of expanding the agenda of the Arab summit to be 
held in Casablanca? 


[Answer] Syria supports any Arab summit which would yield concrete results in 
the fight against Israel. But one must differentiate between an ordinary 
Summit meeting and an extraordinary one. This extraordinary summit was called 
to study the American aggression against Libya and allow the Arabs to adopt a 
unified position. The problem was discussed during the meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers held last May in Fez. The postponement of this question's 
examination to a later date is tantamount to a doctor's refusal to examine an 
acutely ill patient, who is thus condemned to die. An Arab position about 
aggression against Libya should have been adopted at the time. At this point, 
we encourage any adoption of a unified Arab position in this direction. hut 














if this is an ordinary summit meeting, called to study the various conflicts 
on the Arab scene, we will not stand against an expansion of the agenda, as 
long as the required conditions are assured for a successful meeting and for 
the adoption of unified Arab decisions in the fight against Israel and 
American plans concerning the region. 


[Question] Does Arab solidarity with Libya therefore not imply the latter's 
support of other Arab countries, notably Iraq in its war against Iran? 


[Question] No comparison can be made between the revolution in Iran, which is 
the Arabs' ally in their fight against the United States and Israel, and the 
United States, which is opposed to the si:preme interests of the Arab nation 
and which supports Israel so that it will occupy Arab territories. This great 
power has aggressed a brother Arab country. Your question brings us back to 
an exact description of the Iraq-Iran war, which we discussed earlier. 


Syria-Jordan Relations And The Role Of The PLO 


[Question] How are we to understand Syria's position, when your relations 
with Jordan are improving at the expense of the PLO, while King Hussein 
submits his peace plan to Washington and while his secret meetings in Paris 
are known to everyone? 


[Answer] The renewal of Syria-Jordan relations is intended to avoid partial 
and individual solutions with Israel, to support the resolutions adopted 
during Arab summit meetings, and to organize an international conference on 
the Near-East, in which would participate all the parties involved, including 
the PLO. Such a renewal of relations is in the interest of the PLO, and we 
Start from the principle that the Camp David compromises do not represent this 
organization. The latter is represented by the various institutions 
associated with its resolutions and the goals of the Palestinian revolution. 
As for the meetings between various Arab leaders and Israeli leaders, they 
have never been officialized, except of course for the Camp David agreements. 


[Question] Some of the media points out that Syria might have accounts to 
settle with Yasser Arafat. Yet, President Hafez Assad declared in the 
WASHINGTON POST that Syria has no bias against anyone. What then is hindering 
a rapprochement between Syria and the PLO? 


[Answer] Syria pursues a well defined policy in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Anyone who seeks to surrender and take inspiration from Camp David to liberate 
Palestine, establish an independent Palestinian state, and return to the Arabs 
their usurped rights, cannot be in cooperation with Syria, because that person 
thus does not serve the progress of the Palestinian revolution. Consequently, 
this person cannot represent the PLO. On the other hand, all persons and 
Palestinian factions which chose to resist and refuse to surrender, are 
adopting Syria's position. 


[Question] Do you foresee an inter-Palestinian reconciliation? 














[Answer] The unity of the Palestinian resistance is a strategic goal which we 
must achieve. Syria is acting in this direction, because only this unity will 
lead to a liberation of occupied territories. 


South Lebanon, Land Open To Palestinian Resistance 


[Question] When you ask Arafat to deviate from the Camp David spirit, you in 
effect ask him to affront the enemy. This is inconsistent with the 
interdiction for Palestinians to return to Lebanon. 


[Answer] The Palestinians are in Lebanon, and Syria does not prevent any 
Palestinian from affronting the enemy from South Lebanon. Actually, a large 
number of Palestinians, Egyptians, and Syrians participate along with all 
Lebanese factions, in the national resistance supported by Syria. But if it 
requires that the Palestinians return to their camps to cause trouble and 
bring Lebanon to the pre-1982 situation, then it is against the interests of 
this country. The Lebanese parties have refused self-security for their 
borders, and it is the Lebanese state that must assert itself on all portions 
of the territory. For those who want to fight Israel, the field of resistance 
1s open in the south. Moreover, actions at the heart of the occupied 
territories are the best weapon to shake up the enemy from within. 


fOuestion] Yet the Amal movement is leading a war against all Palestinians. 


[Answer] The Amal movement is at the basis of the Lebanese resistance. It 
stops Israel's attempts to infiltrate Lebanon, but this movement does not 
fight against all Palestinians! Mistakes wan of course be made, but there 
exists a disinformation in this respect aimed at influencing the Syrian 
position. How can Amal be at the same time the basic element in Lebanon's 
resistance against the zionist enemy, and against Palestinians, thus becoming 
Israel's ally, all of it with Syrian support? Any logic must refute these 
statements! 


iQuestion] Some of the Arab media accuse Syria of having imparted a religious 
tone to the national Lebanese movement, or even of having established the 
Damascus agreement among the leaders of the major communities, aiming at a 
Syrian takeover of Lebanon. 


[Answer] That is in any case the point of view advanced by forces opposed to 
Syria's position. Actually, Syria refuses religious orientations. The 
tripartite agreement was reached among the heads of miiitias in conflict on 
the spot, in the presence of all Lebanese parties. Syria is in no way seeking 
to overtake Lebanon, but it also refuses to see Lebanon under Israel's 
influence: Lebanon must be Ara’). The Lebanese question cannot be summarized 
in a conflict between communities: it is rather a conflict between the Arab 
option and the Israeli option. Those who foment religious troubles serve the 
Israel option and achieve the zic ist dream, which consists of forming small 
religious states in the region, so that Israel can remain the strongest and 
fulfill its expansionist tendencies. The stagnation of the Lebanon crisis 
hinders Syria's efforts, which are in the interests of all Lebanese, and which 
are realized in the return to an Arab Lebanon. 








la - 
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[Question] Does Syria expect a future war with Israel, + the 
ill-timed declarations of American and Israeli officials? And in that case, 


would Syria carry the figlit alone? 


[Answer] Syria expects that Israel will declare war against it. Everything 
proves it, as in fact you have pointed out in your question. However, the war 
this time will not be a stroll: the Israeii will encounter a strong Syrian 
defense, and we are in fact ready for every sacrifice. This is our destiny: 
we are believers and we accept it. 


[Question] What about your relations with the USSR? And what would its 
position be in case of conflict? 


[Answer] The Soviet Union is our strategic ally and will remain by our side, 
which does not mean that it will fight in our place. We rely on our own 
capabilities and ask only for its support. We are sure of ourselves and of 
our abilities, which will lead us to victory. Actually, our only choice is 
between martyrdom and victory. 


11,023 
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TUNISIA 


ISLAMIC TENDENCY MOVEMENT SAID TO BE GAINING STRENGTH 


East Burnham ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English Aug 1986 pp 32-35 


[Article by Abdelwahab el Affendi] 


[Text ] 


It was already dawn when the car 
dropped me at a discreet distance 
trom my hotel. But as | walked across the 
town centre square, there was no risk of 
being too conspicuous. Quite a number ot 
people were up and about. After all, this 
was Ramadan. There was no time to muse 
over the happenings of that eventful night 
as | hurnedly slipped into my room and 
just managed to perform Fajr prayers 
before hitting the pillow? Yet that must 
have been one of the most exciting and 
gratifying nights of my life. 
It all started shortly before sunset when 
I leit my room and walked down side 
streets, roaming the area aimlessly, like 
the perfect tourist. Some time later my 
contact appeared, as we continued to walk 
for about twenty minutes tll we were 
perfectly sure that we were not being 
followed. Then we took a taxi and drove 
across the city to an area my guide knew 
There, taking the same precautions again, 
we walked across a few Streets to a waiting 
car. A second guide appeared, greeted us 
warmly, and we drove off. Elaborate 
precautions were again taken to ensure 
that we were not followed. The car was 
parked at a safe distance from our 
destination. We walked the last :tretch. 
Finally another car arrived, and with it the 
man we had taken all this trouble to meet. 
Rachid al-Ghanoushi, a man in his early 
forties, does not strike you as the man who 
has terro sed Tunisia, as the regime's 
propaganda and actions suggest. A very 
amiable and self-effacing man, he 1s 
immediately attractive. His greying hair 


and charming smile give him an air of 
benign respectability that ts absolutely 
disarming. Yet he was in hiding that night. 
Two days before he had slipped away from 
his home where two police cars are in 
constant attendance. tailing him whereve: 
he goes. For Ghanoushi, the leader of the 
Islamic Trend Movement (MTI) was then 
at the centre of political events in Tunisia. 

MTI supporters in the university had 
just inflicted on the regime one of its 
heaviest defeats by forcing the tough-and- 
ready Interior Minister to back down on 
strong action he had taken against the 
university. The episode was started by the 
death of an MTI student at the hands of 
the police. The police maintain that it was 
an accident, while the MTI insists that the 
act was deliberate murder. Some sources 
suggest that the student was killed in a 
chase by security forces keeping watch on 
a clandestine MTI office. 

The student's death caused the campus 
to erupt into incontrollable anger. All the 
pent-up frustrations of the students came 
into the open. There were violent 
demonstrations in the streets culminating 
in a sit-in on the campus. The security 
forces were brought in to end the 
disturbances. Violent clashes ensued. A 
new campus security force was set up to 
keep “law and order”. However, the 
protests continued, and the government 
had to give in to all student demands. I had 
toured the campus the previous day, and I 
was shown the now-empty headquarters 
of the “campus guards”, which the 
government was forced to withdraw. 








Apparently the MITT victory was 
complete, and its show of force very 
impressive inde cd 

However, al-Ghanoushi ts tar trom 
contident that this signals the decisive 
emergence of the MT] as a national 
political force: “We sull have a long way to 
go. The stage we are in now resembles that 
of the [khwan in Egypt in the forties and 
the Sudanese Islamists tn the sixties. 
Overall, we are at least a decade behind 
the Islamic trends in the Arab East”. Then 
he adds: “The time lag is comparable to 
the time it took Islam to spread trom 
Arabia to the Maghreb. Apparently the 
technological advances in communication 
systems did not make any difference 
here.” 

The difficulties facing the Islamic 
resurgence, Ghanoushi believes, stem 
chiefly from the success of the Bourguibist 
project ot secularisation: “Nowhere else 
in the Muslim world has secularism 
pervaded a society so effectively, nor has 
the Islamic character of a society been so 
completely eradicated.” | said to him that 
he was probably forgetting Turkey “No 
he replied. “In Turkey Islam contronts 
you with a powertul presence that gives 
the country a decidedly Islamic character 
The moment vou land in Istanbul vou 
cannot mistake the tact that you arc 
entering a very Muslim country The 
mosques: there are hundreds of them. The 
calls for prayer. And the people especially 
in rural areas. Islam in Turkey is too 
powerful tor any secularising regime to 
eradicate. But land in Tunis here, and it ts 
as 1f you have landed in a modern city 
anywhere in the world. There is nothing 
strikingly Islamic about it.” 

Well. in a sense, he was right. Yet on 
the other hand, I was pleasantly surprised 
to find that although Tunis may be less 
Islamic than Ghanoushi wants it, it was 
nevertheless much less secular than 
Bourguiba would have liked. The timing 
of my visit to coincide with Ramadan was 
deliberate. For years, Bourguiba has been 
notorious as the leader who led a 
campaign against the observance of 
fasting in Ramadan, because, he argued, 
it “imterferes with production”. That 
campaign was launched in the early 
sixties, and as “Bourguibism™ has ruled 
Tunisia ever since, | was expecting some 
evidence of a remarkable success, given 
the temptation to skip the excruciatingly 
long hours of fasting in hot summer 





Fortunately, all outward signs pointed 
to a. fairly stnet and widespread 
observance of the tast. The whole pattern 
of life is similar to that of more 
conservative Muslim nations, where 
everything seems to come to life after 
sunset, with shopping centres and markets 
opening into the early hours of the 
morning. Every sunset | would look down 
from the window at the deserted streets, 
and listen to the solemn Quranic verses 
emanating fron the TV, echoed by similar 
recitauons beamed from loudspeakers at 
the nearby mosque, and feel the whole 
city pervaded with a reverent religious 
spirit 

Further investigation contirmed that 
these appearances correspond to reality, 
and that religious sentiments here are 
much stronger than the Bourgutba regime 
would like. Islamic observances have also 
become vehicles of protest in a country 
where expectations of prosperity 
nurtured by a regime that gambled its 
legitmacy on them have been 
increasingly frustrated Now Bourgurbists 
find themselves forced to preach the 
virtues Of austerity to a society they have 
conditioned for decades to ask only for 
material benefits 

The new Interior Minister, Zire al 
Abidine Ben Ah. a former general in the 
security forces, was particularly successful 
in provoking ordinary Muslims into 
hostility to the regime. At the beginning of 
Ramadan he issued an order to close all 
mosques immediately after each praver 
In this he did not make allowance tor the 
special Tarawth pravers (following the last 
evening prayer) which most Muslims 
prefer to observe collectively. This led to 
clashes with mosque-goers who refused to 
obey the orders. Some reports said that 
worshippers who were preparing to leave 
one mosque went back tn when they knew 
that the security forces wanted them out 
They had to be dragged out and some 
were arrested 

On the following Saturday morning, 
which was declared Eid day (The end of 
Ramadan) by most Muslim countries, 
another symbolic gesture of defiance was 
also staged. Followers of Sheikh Hamid 
al-Naifar, a distinguished “alim of the 
Zaituna Islamic university, staged an 
“illegal” End prayer, in defiance of the 
government, which did not recognise that 
day as Eid. However, a great majority of 
the people I talked to in the street did not 
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follow the government ruling, and 
observed Eid that day. Most of them did 
sO In a spirit of protest. One elderly shop 
keeper we chatted to was still fasting, but 
was heavily critical of the government 
“which makes us fast on the day of the 
Eid”. His son. who was assisting him in the 
shop, was equally critical of the “stupidity 
of this regime”. 

The mood of protest does not amount 
yet to a revolutionary spint, since the 
attitude of the old shopkeeper reflects that 
of a great majority of Tumisians who 
resent the government's authority but 
acknowledge it even in religious matters 

If the success of Boureuihbism has 
proved a formidable handicap to the 
Islamic movement in Tunisia. it has 
nevertheless had some dramatic effects on 
its attitude and performance. It has had to 
become probably the most pragmatic and 
flexible of all Islamic movements. It was 
forced, for example. to accept as members 
women who do not wear the strict Islamic 
dress, a marked departure from anything 
seen elsewhere in Islamic circles. They 
have also adopted a realistic attitude to 
politics. They demand democracy tor 
Tunisia, and have made that thei 
Strategic aim 

Another distinguishing mark of their 
attitude is their insistence of studying 
Tunisian = society —s objectively and 
developing an Islamic programme 
specifically suited to it. Coupled with their 
espousal of the cause of the dispossessed 
this gives a curiously Marxist ring to their 
rhetoric and analyses. However their 
ideology owes more to the well-known 
Iranian Shi thinker and modernist, Ali 
Shariati (died 1977), than to Marx. They 
are at loggerheads with the myriad left- 
wing splinter groups (Tumis is the first 
country I have visited where the mayor 
left-wing splinter group owes its allegiance 
to Albamia!) whom they have routed in the 
hattle for the control of the campus, and 
who generally refer to the Islamists as the 
“obscurantists” 

The rise of the Islamists on the campus 
since the late seventies has suddenly 
transformed them into” the main 
Opposition group to an ailing regime — a 
position they were hardly prepared for, 
being a new, almost amateurish group 
The Islamists themselves subscribe to the 
view expressed by a western magazine 
some time ago that they are the third force 
in Tunisia after the regime and the trade 
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umions, represented by the UGTT. None 
of these three forces ts in a position to 
control things on its own. However, an 
alliance between any two of them could 
easily take over the country. 

This is why when the regime cracked 
down on the Islamists in 1Y81, it made 
simultaneous overtures to the UGTT, 
symbolised by the release if its leader 
Habib Achour from. jail. Islamists 
understood this to be _ blatant 
maneouvering designed to serve the 
regime at their expense. 

The strategy of the regime, however, 
shows some longer-term preoccupations 
First there is an apparent relaxation 
towards secular opposition, including the 
trade umions. Some secular parties like 
Ahmad al-Mestirn's ~=Movement — of 
Democratic Socialists (MDS) were 
legalised and allowed to contest the 
elections (which were rigged to bar them 
from winning). The communists were also 
given some concessions and allowed to 
have their publications legalised. These 
moves reflected what western analysts 
thought to be at the root of the [raman 
revolution: the Shah's clamp down on the 
secular opposition left no heirs but the 
Islamists to take over when he tell 
Bourguiba's) regime looked equally 
precarious, with no secular heirs in sight 

Secondly, the clamp down on the 
Islamists, culminating in the appointment 
of Ben Ali as Internor Minister, was also 
part of a wider strategy. This very ant 
Islamic former general ts also in charge of 
the “Religious Affairs Directorate”, and 
was commended by Bourguiba during the 
last congress of the ruling party (in June) 
tor “the excellent) work” he was 
performing. 

Coupled with the crack down on 
corruption, undertaken by Bourguiba 
personally, appeasing the secular lett and 
the clamp down on Islam, were supposed 
to constitute a watertight anti-Islamust 
‘rategy. If Bourguiba manages to 
convince the people that the regime ts tree 
trom corruption, he will take most of the 

wind out of the opposition’s sails. He has 
even sacrificed his son, Habib Bourguiba 
jumor, his wife, Wassilah, and his closest 
adviser (both ousted from the palace and 
exiled to France) in order to IMpress on 
the populace his seriousness 

This strategy is disturbingly similar to 
that followed in Egypt. apparently with 
more success. In Egypt, as well, an ex- 
general who ts violently anti-Istamist 














heads a crusade from the ministry of the 
interior to “eradicate extremist religious 
groups”, while a benign “clean” president 
leads the anti-corruption drive from a 
palace nearby. The coinicidence raises 
many questions about the common source 
of inspiration tor these policies. 

On the other hand the regime in Egypt 
appears to have less control over things, 
and to be, paradoxically, less precarious 
than the one in Tums. And nothing 
expresses this precariousness more than 
the dramatic ousting of the Prime Minister 
Mohamed Mzali trom his position as heir 
apparent to Bourguiba, barely three 
weeks after the ruling party conterence 
elected Mzali as its secretary general, 
having been told bv the Supreme 
Combattant that Mzali “ts my right hand 
and heir” and “deserves my trust now and 
in the future” 

Just as in Egypt, and in most other 
Third World countries where the 
government is a one-man band, the 
official media are full of news of the 
“Supreme Combattant”. He ts shown 
receiving people. signing papers. having 
tea, and just walking. But only in Tunis ts 
this kind of nonsense really news. Every 
morning when the TV shows Bourguiba 
having a meeting or his “daily walk” it 
really is news, if not a miracle. The 
Supreme Combattant, with whom the 
people of Tunisia have been saddled tor 
over 30 years will be 83 this month. He had 
a heart attack as early as 20 years ago. He 
survives on drugs and elaborate medical 
care. He ts reported to be able to work 
only for an hour or two a day 

Yet the trony ts that this man, who ts 
hardly able to hold himself upnght, holds 
the whole of Tunisia in his grip. 

Bourguiba so fills up the political scene 
that there ts hardly room left for anyone to 
breathe beside him. To qualify as his her: 
a candidate must accept humiliation tha! 
will make him useless for any political role 
at all. This is what happened to Mzali. who 
came to the premiership in 1980 with 
grandiose promises of democracy and 
reform. But while he did all Bourguiba s 
dirty work, the latter took the credit only 
for his successes. When price rises caused 
riots in 1984, Bourguiba stepped in 
graciously to cancel them. Mzali. in 
typical Bourguibist style, shifted blame on 
his interior minister and managed to 
survive. However, this bought him only 
limited time. As the economic situation 





t worsen, the Supreme 
Combattant started to look tor a 
scapegoat, and there was only one insight. 
Mzali's supporters began to fall one by 
one from the start of spring 1986. When 
this sparked rumours of his impending 
dismissal, he told a visiting journalist: 
“Why would Bourguiba need to chp my 
wings before sacking me? All he needs to 
do is to decide to sack me and that ts that”. 
But even if Bourguiba had no intention of 
sacking Mzali, the new palace advisers he 
acquired instead of Mzali's faithful ones 
would certainly work to influence his 
feeble and ageing mind 

The man who personally selects the 
Central Committee and the Politbureau of 
his party had no difficulty in issuing a three 
line communique sacking the man 
“elected” by the party for the second 
highest postin it. It was reported that the 
President did not sign the official decree 
sacking the Prime Minister until the new 
cabinet, headed by the new Prime 
Minister Mr Rachid Sfar, met - more 
than a day after Bourguiba personally 
handed the text of the decree to the 
Official news agency 

The immediate casualty of the whole 
affair now appears to be Mazaali’s 
“Arabisation” programme. Started by 
Mzali when he was education minister, the 
programme to make Arabic the language 
of education was blamed for the disastrous 
results of this year’s baccalaureate (only 
13 per cent of the students succeeded) 
Now French has been introduced again in 
the primary schools, side by side with 
Arabic. Mzali’s pro-Arab policies which 
saw the PLO come to Tung are likely to be 
next in line. The Israeli raid on the PLO 
headquarters in Tunis was blamed for the 
Slump in tourism that hit Tunis this 
summer. Combined with the fall in oil 
prices, worsening of terms of trade 
generally, and the worst harvest in vears, 
it brought Tunisia to the brink of 
economic disaster. The first task of the 
new government was to tind 216m 
Tunisian Dinars to finance this year’s 
projected budget deficit, without 
transgressing IMF — restrictions on 
borrowing trom the banking system 

In the meantime Bourguiba proceeded 
in his characteristic “magic-trick” fashion 
to reap all the dividends. He ordered a 
second round of baccalaureate exams this 
summer. 4 move which was immensely 
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popular with parents and students, and 
which will also keep frustrated school 
leavers off the streets for at least the rest of 
the summer. He sacked Mzali and by 
replacing him with an economic “wizard” 
known for his integrity, secured someone 
else to blame if things go wrong again 

On the other hand, with parliamentary 
elections scheduled for the end of this 
year, the oppositic.. groups have yet to 
agree on a united front. The man who was 
the most likely figure to lead the new 
formation, Ahmed al-Mestiri of the MDS. 
is in jail for leading an “illegal” 
demonstration against the American air 
raid on Libya (a raid which Bourguiba 
refused even to condemn) 

Athough the MTI is reluctant to come 
to the forefront of national politics, the 
policies of those very people who want to 
undermine it are conspiring to make tt the 
only choice when it comes to the crunch. 
We might hear from al-Ghanoushi vet 


/9317 
CSO: 4500/188 








TUNISIA 


MILITARY SERVICE BILL, OTHER DEFENSE MINISTRY DEVELOPMENTS 
Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French Jun 86 p 7 


[Text] Meeting in plenary session, the Chamber of Deputies took up the 
military service bill. After the deputies had spoken, Mr Slaheddine Baly 
[national defense minister] gave the reasons that called for taking a 
close look at this new bill and the amendments that will be made to it. 


Military service lasts 1 year. The draftee spends at least 3 months of 
this time in basic training. He is then assigned either to military units 
or to internal security units under the authority of the Home Office. This 
will strengthen the civil component of the overall defease system and is a 
matter of protecting the institutions and public order. 


The draftee may also be assigned to development units or to government and 
economic bodies at home or abroad. In this capacity, he helps to strengthen 
the nation's economic and social invulnerability. He may also fulfill 

his service within the context of international cooperaticn. 


The minister stated that this bill was intended to correct: the situation 
with regard to scope and equality. It allows the army to recruit the 
largest number of young people from the same class. The minister went on 
to say that, if not, physical criteria could be used to choose the young 
people with the best physical aptitude. Scientific criteria may also be 
applied to select the best. 


In reply to a question about increasing the number of women in the Army, 
the minister indicated that the Tunisian Army already had an appreciable 
number of female officers, especially noncommissioned officers. These 
elements are volunteers and have military duties commensurate with their 
respective ranks. 


In reply to a deputy who brought up the case of draftees who might have 

dual citizenship, the minister of defense stated that as amended, Article 30 
of the Nationality Code retains the principle of permanent attachment to 

the homeland while prohibiting any Tunisian from giving up Tunisian 
citizenship even if he acquires a new citizenship. 
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Mr Slaheddine Baly also emphasized the need to instill young people with 
the spirit of defense. "This role," he said, "is the primary responsibility 
of parents and educators, but also of young people's organizations." 


Mr Baly concluded his speech by affirming that the Tunisian Army was always 
on the alert and that all its soldiers were ready to defend the integrity 
of the homeland enthusiastically, using the most advanced materiel. 


The National Defense Ministry plans to issue a call for bids for the 
installation and implementation of a reversible color 16-mm film laboratory. 


The National Defense Ministry (Military Service Office) plans to issue a 
call for bids for the procurement of sanitary facilities, equipment, 
drugstore supplies and paint, and testing equipment for soil and rocks and 
for black products. 


The National Defense Ministry (Communications Office) plans to issue a call 
for bids for the ; ‘ocurement of teleprinter rollers and punch tape. 


The National Defense Minister, Mr Slaheddine Baly, received the Saudi 
Arabian Ambassador to Tunis, Mr [brahim Saad Al Ibrahim, at department 
headquarters. The ambassador was paying a courtesy call. 


13014/9604 
cso: 4519/149 
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TUNISTA 


WORLD BANK LOANS 
Tunis DLALOGUE in French 14 Jul 86 p 19 


[Text] The World Bank has granted Tunisia two loans totaling $34.2 million, 
or about 25.6 million Tunisian dinars. The first will be used to improve 
housing and urban services in low-income districts and the second will go for 
a project to demonstrate energy saving measures, 





The urban development project will directly profit some 150,000 people. The 
energy project should make it possible to save about $3.4 million in energy 
costs every year. 


The first $30.2 million loan will enable Tunisia to carry out a three-pronged 
urban project: improvement of the infrastructure and public equipment in 
underdeveloped districts; development of lots for low-income groups; and 
technical assistance to the agency in charge of land development and to the 
directate of local communities. The Agency for Urban Renovation and Restora- 
tion (ARRU) has identified 18 sites to be improved and the Housing Real Estate 
Agency (AFH) has identified an additional 20 to develop. The World Bank loan 
will also finance credits to individuals to build and improve housing. About 
90,000 people will directly benefit from the improvement of urban services in 
their communities, and 60,000 other people will be able to acquire the de- 
veloped parcels at affordable prices. Inhabitants of zones bordering the 
project should also benefit from the proximity of the improved services and 
environment. 





The total cost of the project is estimated at $67.4 million (about 50.5 mil- 
lion dinars). The government will contribute $24.2 million and the AFH and 
the National Housing Savings Bank will contribute $18 million to the total. 


The second World Bank loan for $4 million will enable Tunisia to support the 
efforts of the Energy Control Agency (AME) aimed at developing an institu- 
tional framework and an effective general policy for a national energy saving 
program. 


This project is also designed to assist this agency in promoting and imple- 
menting the national energy action program and to help Tunisian consultants 
conduct energy audits anc implement programs for the rational use of energy 
by consumers. This project will finance the development and execution of 
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specific energy saving programs for 28 enterprises, in order to demonstrate 
the advantages to other consumers in the same sectors. These enterprises 

will include manufacturing firms, transportation companies, and hotels. The 
project's total cost is estimated at $6.25 million (about 4.6 million dinars). 
It should be completed towards the end of 1989. The government and participa- 
ting enterprises will contribute to the tune of $2.25 million. 


These loans have 20- and 17-year maturities, including 3- and 4-year grace 
periods, respectively, at a variable interest rate that is currently 8.23 per- 
cent, tied to the cost of bank borrowing. They also have a commitment charge 
of 0.75 percent on undisbursed balances. 


9805/12859 
CSO: 4519/148 
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TUNISIA 


1985 FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French 14 Jul 86 pp 26, 27 


[Text] At the end of 1985, Tunisia's foreign trade was marked by a clear re- 
duction in imports and a slight increase in exports. Thus, at a time when the 
international economy was highly unfavorable for Tunisia, it met the challenge 
of sharply reducing its trade deficit, which went from 1,146 million dinars in 
1984 to 844 million in 1985, 


The economic budget specifies an annual increase of 8.6 percent in exports, 
whereas they grew by only 3.1 percent in 1985. 


For imports, the economic budget estimated an increase of 8 percent for 1985, 
whereas they were actually reduced by 10.2 percent. 


Thus at the end of 1985, the trade deficit accounted for only 80 percent of 
the deficit estimated for the entire year (1.05 billion dinars). 


The structure of our exports in 1985 was marked by decreased oil and agro-food 
exports. However, exports of phosphates and textiles showed the greatest 
growth during 1985, at 8 percent and 14.1 percent, respectively. 


Oil Exports 


The value of oil exports declined by 2.5 percent in comparison with 1984, mov- 
ing from 619.5 million diaars to 604.1 million by the end of 1985. The drop 

in oil prices (about $5 a barrel) on the international market at the end of 
December 1985, following OPEC's last meeting, together with a decline in the 
dollar, explain this decrease. In 1985, oil exports accounted for 42.1 percent 
of total Tunisian exports, as compared to 44.3 percent in 1984. Without oil, 
Tunisia's trade balance would have shown a deficit of 1,009.7 million dinars 
and the coverage rate would have fallen to 45.1 percent at the end of 1985. 





Exports of Phosphates and By-Products 
Crude Phosphates 


Crude phosphate exports decreased slightly by 5.6 percent in 1985 in compari- 
son with the previous year, going from 26.9 million dinars in 1984 to 25.4 


million dinars at the end of 1985. 
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Phosphate Fertilizers 


Export receipts for phosphate fertilizers rose to 148.3 million dinars in 1985, 
as compared to 125.6 million for 1984, for a substantial increase of 18.1 per- 
cent. 


Phosphoric Acid 


The value of phosphoric acid exports amounted to 76 million dinars for 1985, 
as compared to 78.6 million dinars during 1984, for a 3.3-percent decline. 

The main reasons for the decline in phosphoric acid exports for 1985 were as 
follows: SAEPA's [Arab Phosphate and Nitrogenous Fertilizer Co.] annual shut- 
down for maintenance; the decrease in amounts estimated in December as a re- 
sult of reduced quantities of acid available owing to the priority given to 
manufacturing DAP [phosphoric acid derivatives] to meet delays in deliveries; 
and the drop in the price for phosphoric acid. 


Textile Exports 


This is the sector with the best performance in 1985. Export receipts for 
textiles amounted to 282.4 million dinars in 1985, as comrared to 248.5 mil- 
lion for the prior year, thus registering a 14.l-percent increase. This 
growth is essentially attributed to a rise in sales of clothing (198.1 million 
dinars as compared to 174 million for 1984, or a 23.6 million dinar increase) 
and cotton cloth, which more than doubled at 107.4 percent, and sales figures 
of 28 million dinars as compared to 13.5 million in 1984. Exports of knitted 
goods, however, declined by 8.8 percent in value in comparison with 1984. 
Textile exports for 1985 accounted for 19.8 percent of total Tunisian exports, 
as compared to 17.8 percent in 1984, 


Agro-Food Exports 


Although it was a good crop year, particularly for olive oii, dates, and 
citrus fruits, exports of agricultural and food products declined slightly by 
2.2 percent in comparison with 1984. Their value went from 144.2 million 
dinars in 1984 to 140.9 million in 1985. This result is primarily due to a 
substantial drop in sales of olive oil. 


Sea Products 

During 1985, exports of sea products increased by 11.5 percent over the prior 
year, rising from 24.4 million dinars to 27.1 million at the end of 1985. 
This branch accounts for 19.2 percent of total exports for the agro-food sec- 
tor in 1985. 


Dates 


Date exports recorded a sharp increase of 33.2 percent between 1984 and 1985. 
Their value went from 15.8 million to 20.8 million dinars at the end of 1985. 
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Citrus Fruits 

Exports of citrus fruits increased considerably in 1985, showing a 44.5 per- 
cent rise in value over the previous year. However, the volume exported re- 
mained unchanged (42,000 tons). 

Wines 

The value of wine exports in 1985 mounted to 5.9 million dinars, or 2.9 mil- 
lion more than the 1984 figures. The volume of exports more than doubled 
(+171.1 percent), rising from 17,300 tons to 46,900 tons for 1985. 

Olive Oil 


Olive oil exports showed a 25.4 percent decline in value from 1984 to 1985, 
as figures dropped from 57.4 million dinars to 42.8 million in 1985. 


As for the volume of exports, it dropped sharply as well (-39 percent). Olive 
oil exports, the main branch of the sector, now only account for 30 percent of 


total agricultural and food products, as compared to 40 percent in 1984, 


Mechanical and Electrical Industries 


The value of exports in the mechanical and electrical industries declined from 


85 to 73 million dinars, for a 14.1 percent decrease in 1985. This decline 
occurred particularly in the aviation branch, where exports declined by LO 


million dinars in 1985 (the value of two Tunis-Air Boeings sold to an American 


company). 


Tunisian Trade Balance for 1985 














Heading 1984 1985 Changes 

Absolute As a Percentage 
Imports 2545.0 2287.0 -258 -10.2 
Exports 1399.0 1443.0 +44 4#3.1 
Balance -1146.0 -844.0 +302 -26.3 
Coverage Rate (7%) 54.9 63.0 +8.1 +14,7 


Source: INS 


9805/12859 
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TUNISIA 


RBVIEW OF PHOSPHATE COMPANY OPERATIONS 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French 11 Aug 86 pp 38-39 
[Article by Chokri Gharbi: 'Looking up?! | 


| Text | Factors endogenous and exogenous have generated some nega- 
tive repercussions on the financial position of the Gafsa Phos-~- 
phate plant. Measures have been taken to insure a brighter fu- 
ture for the sector, which is one of Tunia's prime sources of 

hard currency earnings. 


At a press conference on 1 August of this year, Fadhel Kelil, CEO 
of the Gafsa Phosphates Company (CPG), described the problems the 
company faces and discussed some of the measures taken to solve 
them. 


It should be noted at the start that CPG, since 1974, has been in- 
volved in modernizing its operation, so as to improve working con- 
ditions and boost the plant's production ceiling beyond the target 
threshold of 3.3 million tons. 


Eleven years after the start of mechanization, the goals set then 
are still distant. Behind the shortfall lie a lack of studies, 
inadequate personnel training to introduce them to new operational 
procedures (very low baseline), and a lack of planning and organi- 


zation, 


According to Mr Khelil, "This state of affairs boils down to a mas- 
sive and sometimes inappropriate injection of materiel. In fact, 
some very large machinery that has never been used and which was 
purchased with a loan from the World Bank—which has yet to be 
repaid—are now up for sale. 


"Similarly, we have seen a lack of proper maintenance and a decline 
in shipments, as well as a steady increase in the payroll." 


To these factors have been added almost continual union demands and 
the steady decline of the economy since 1976. From 1973 to 1975, 
a period of "prosperity," a ton of phosphate went for $50 to $60, 
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only to decline to $25 and $23 this year. That drop is the more 
alarming, in that Tunisia stands in 15th or 16th place among the 
world's phosphate producing and exporting countries. 


It goes without saying, then, that CPG's financial situation is 
a far cry from robust. 


The production targets of 6.5 million tons set wy the Fifth Plan 
went unmet despite an investment envelope of 145 million dinars. 
Production charts show a sawtooth pattern, with a peak in 1983 
at 5.3 million tons and a nadir in 1985 of 4.5 million tons. 


Investments have always been disproportionate by comparison with 
the company's means; the investment rate was above unity for the 
first 3 years of the 5th Plan, then stabilized at wround 30 per- 
cent. Sixth Plan forecasts are on the order of 160,000 dinars. 
However, improvements have been limited to a strict minimum, and 
will reach 85 million dinars by the end of the Plan, of 53 percent 
of the planned target. 


Payroll costs have quadrupled since mechanization began. And it 
hit 48 million dinars in 1985, or 48 percent of its volume of 
business. 


As a consequence, the public rates, after initial stability in 
the early days of the 5th Plan, began to soar in 1980. From 1980 
to 1984, prices of fuel, electricity, and transportation have mul- 
tiplied by 3.7, 2.2, and 1,5, respectively. Transportation costs 
alone amounted to 15 percent of the 1983 retail price. 


Given that state of affairs, debt service, too has been rising 
each year, amounting to 35 million dinar in 1984 and 1985. 


Every one of the data we have just cited has aggravated its opera- 
tional rigidity, on the one hand, and increased its fixed expenses 
on the other. 


Government intervention has steadily increased to total 77 million 
dinars for the 1974-1984 period. The State's assumption of payments 
on public loans came to 29 million dinars for that same timespan. 


A Recovery Plan 


Contemplating the deterioration in the company's economic situation, 
an initial recovery plan was developed in 1985 for the 1986-1988 


period. 


"The objectives of this pian," Mr Khelil explained "are clustered 
around four major lines of thrust: straightening out investments; 
cutting back on personnel size and costs, and pushing retail, pri- 
ces back down." 
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fhe tirst actions scheduled under the plan aim at bringing back 
some jobbing contractors, improving plant yiclds, cutting back on 
consumables, reducing in-transit losses of phosphorous by cquip- 
ping trucks with tarpaulin covers, putting 1,030 employees on early 
retirement, 950 of them in 1986, cutbacks in overtime, limitations 
on paid vacations and, lastly, getting miscellaneous expenditures 
down. 


Initial results of adoption of this plan are encouraging, insotar 
as the pertormance for the first quarter of 1950 meet the targets 
and, in some areas, even exceed them. The plan is also going to 
make it possible to halt the slippage in the company's situation 
and to show several improvements. Despite all this, there are 

three stubborn problems still to be solved, to wit: the tuture of 
the underground mines, the Company's growth, and its structuring. 


ihe tact is that operating expenses tor the underground mines in 
eeneral (especially those at M'dhilla, Sehib, and Metlaoui) are 
handicaping the company's recovery. The retail price level was 2] 
dinars in 1985, hence the decision to shut down some mines. How- 
ever, it should be noted that such an operation would pose the prob- 
lem ot the gross deficit and the matter of what to do about tivding 
new means of livelihood for the 3,000 workers at M'Dhilla, Sehib, 
and Metlaoui. 


Bringing SIAPE II on-line in 1988, plus holding exports at healthy 
levels, pose the problem of selecting new deposits tor development. 
the choice is rendered difficult by ‘tue exhaustion ot the mincs in 
the East sector. 


Iwo questions will determine the development strategy: the tuture 
of the underground mines and the hard-currency balance on exports. 


There are two projects available for mining startup: Kef Eddour and 
Jellabia. They are now undergoing assessment at the Conservation 
Ministry. 


Lastly, at the Company level, its cumbersome structures and its geo- 
graphical sprawl constitute a handicap for the company's growth. 


In this connection, Mr Khelil asserts: "We feel that in addition to 
actions already under way, a revision in those structures is needed 
to free up tne operation and improve its management. Setting up 
autonomous and profitable units: central shops, quarries, trans- 
port (with the assistance of the development banks)—all would lo - 
wer the cost to the government and make these units more efficient." 


Even now, the BTEI is showing an interest in the Central Shops. The 
study on making transport a subsidiary will begin soon. Both plans 
will be reviewed and assessed before the end of the fiscal year. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


HELICOPTER CRASH--An airforce helicopter on a training flight crashed at 
1030 hours near Sejnane in the Demayen area of the governorate of Bizerte. 
One of the officers on board was killed instantaneously and another died of 
injuries during transport to the hospital. The third officer underwent 
emergency surgery at the Menzel Bourguiba university hospital. Initial 
investigations indicate that the helicopter ran into electric power lines 
before crashing. [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French Jun 86 p 7] 
13014/9604 


MILITARY COOPERATION WITH FRG--Tunisia ani West Germany have reaffirmed 
their commitment to strengthening military cooperation following the visit 
to Tunis of Mr Peter Kurt-Wurzback, West German secretary of state for 
defense in charge of cooperation. The records of Mr Wurzback's discussions 
with the officials indicate that both parties agreed to develop cooperation 
between the Tunisian and West German Armies to bring it up to the level 
existing in other sectors. Defense Minister Slaheddine Baly praised the 
shared determination to promote and generalize this cooperation by extending 
it to the various aspects of the military field. Mr Baly and Mr Wurzback's 
discussions led to the decision to create a joint commission to follow 
progress in military cooperation. The West German secretary of state met 
with National Security Minister Zine Elabidine Ben Ali to discuss bilateral 
cooperation, principally in the areas of security and the fight against 
international terrorism. [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French 

Jun 86 p 7] 13014/9604 
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TUNISIA-EMIRATES COOPERATION--At the ministry's headquarters yesterday, Mining 
and Energy Minister Salah Ben M'barka met with Said Attig, deputy minister of 
electricity and water of the United Arab Emirates, who is in Tunis as head of 
a delegation for talks on bilateral cooperation in this area. The two parties 
expressed their satisfaction with the progress in cooperation between their 
two countries and their desire to expand this cooperation and strengthen it, 
so that it can be brought up to the level of the solid relations between 
Tunisia and the UAE and help the two countries realize their aspirations for 
progress, given the fact that cooperation between Arab countries is particu- 
larly important in meeting economic challenges. [Text] [Tunis LE TEMPS in 
French 18 Jul 86 p 2] 9805/12859 


COMMISSION TO AID BUSINESSES--As part of government policy to monitor economic 
enterprises and help them operate effectively to assure steady production, the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade announced that a permanent commission has been 
set up to assist economic enterprises having difficulties, particularly in ob- 
taining supplies of materials needed for production and in marketing their 
products. The commission will examine all requests from these enterprises 
submitted either in writing or by telephone and will take urgent steps to iron 
out the difficulties they are encountering and help them place their products 
on foreign markets. The commission is made up of representatives of the Min- 
istry of Industry and Trade, the Ministry of Planning and Finance, the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Welfare, the Destourian Socialist Party, and the Central 
Bank of Tunisia, Heading the commission is Habib Laroussi, director at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade, to which the requests in writing or by tele- 
phone are to be addressed (Direction generale de l'industrie, telephone: 263- 
612). The commission meets every morning at the Ministry headquarters to con- 
sider the requests it has received and the measures to adopt in response to 
them. [Text] [Tunis LE TEMPS in French 18 Jul 86 p 2] 9805/12859 


CSO: 4519/148 
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KUWAIT 


AMERICAN ‘PUPPETS’ SAID TO UNDERMINE ARAB REGIMES 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 1 Jul 86 pp 4-5 
[Editorial: "0 Rulers! They Are Laying a Snare for You''] 


[Text] Virtually no one will argue that the Arab, Islamic nation continues 
to suffer from political, economic and intellectual subordination to the 
nations of the Western camp despite the emancipation of all of these nations 
from colonialism. 


The most salient manifestations of political subordination are evident in 
the uninterrupted succession of the many leaders and forms of government 
which followed the demise of direct colonialism in all regions of the 
Arab, Islamic world. We do not believe that anyone would argue that most 
of these predecessors were mere guardians of colonialism! 


It is delusive to imagine that they ardently defended their freedom and 
independence, and were dedicated to serving their peoples. They do not, 
however, conceal their alliance with one camp or another. Rather, they 
philosophize about it and defend it from a politico-strategic viewpoint. 
This is not the place to debate their views on this matter. We nonetheless 
certainly disagree with their opinion because we know from experience and 
reality that most of them attained power through some kind of alliance, 

be it through a military coup, dishonest elections or political or economic 
coercion. 


At this point, we would like to turn their attention, and the attention of 
all the people, to the fact that their allies, especially the Americans, 
are plotting to undermine them despite the fact that these allies brought 
them to power or supported them. 


Perhaps the most important manifestation of this plot is the series of 
military coups that followed one another in an uninterrupted succession in 
more than one Arab country, beginning with the overthrow of Husni al-Za'im 
in Syria in 1949, one year after the establishment of the Zionist enemy's 
state in Palestine! This incident clearly revealed that these ccups aimed 
to spread an atmosphere which was conducive to the stabilization and 
development of the Zionist entity. At the same time, the military coup 
method brought only distress and ruin to the people. Here, we wish to 


25 











draw attention to the fact that these coups were tantamount to a direct 
threat, an unsheathed sword drawn over the head of every ruler regardless 
of the extent of his alliance, "friendship" or "moderation" in his relation 
to his American master! These coups are therefore a means to preserve 

this regime or that faithful client in order to fulfill American needs. 

The advantages of this method have been proven and while their outward 
appearance may change, they continue to be effective. 


Despite the obviousness of this method, one is confused by the fact that 

many of the rulers allied to the West did not learn the lessons generated 
by what this method did to many of their predecessors such as the Shah of 
Iran, Egypt's Sadat, Ja'far al-Numayri and the Philippines' Marcos! 


The game of military coups has been exposed as a means for changing regimes. 
A similar means for this purpose is the competitive personality. Perhaps 
the most important indication of this at present is Field Marshall 
"Abd-al-Halim Abu-Ghazalah. A while ago, he was rumored to be the American 
alternative to Husni Mubarak. Recently, it was said that it was al-Ghazalah 
who informed the Americans of the course of the Egyptian aircraft which 

was carrying the abductors of the Italian ship, the Achille Lauro. 

American aircraft subsequently challenged the Egyptian aircraft and 

fircibly seized it over the Mediterranean Sea. Last week, al-Ghazalah 
returned from a trip which included America and Britain. During the trip, 
he held talks which were primarily political in nature despite the fact 

that he is primarily a military man! The Egyptian opposition expects that 
he will soon be rewarded with an appointment to the vice-presidency, which 
has remained vacant since the ascension of Husni Mubarak to the presidency! 


Some analysts in Syria believe that Rif'at al-Asad plays a similar role. 
For this reason, Hafiz al-Asad decided to send him away to France. 


In Tunisia, controversy has surrounded the issue of Bourgiba's' successor. 
The matter was decided in favor of Muhammad Mazali. The same scenario is 
repeated elsewhere: The competitive personality works to increase its 
popularity at the same time that it strives to entangle the leader in a 
series of incidents which will shake or damage the leader's public image, 
but in a covert manner! 


Perhaps the problem recurs in other countries, where the competitor is 
fabricated through the exploitation of rivalries among ruling groups. 

Even now, the result of this has been obvious: Excessive successions and 
subordination, and the consequent transformation of insinuation into overt- 
ness, and the transformation of diffidence into defensiveness and vindication. 


Whatever is said about America's allies can also be said about Russia's 
allies given that the image of events in Aden and the bloody struggle 
between friends remain etched in one's mind, 


We would like to state to all of the rulers that your allies are laying 
a great snare for you. They will not leave you alone regardless of the 
lengths to which you would go for them in terms of friendship, love and 
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submission. The best thing for you to do under these circumstances is to 
make peace among yourselves and among the people. Allow freedom to be 
unrestrained and work together for the welfare of the nation and humanity 
on the basis of discernment and guidance from the Koran. By God, you 

have taken Islam as a standard, acted justly toward your subjects, shown 
the right way and come close to the point where God has bestowed his mercy, 
presence and victory upon you. You may recite God's exalted word: "God 
gave his word to the faithful among you and they performed good deeds so 
that he would appoint them as successors on earth just as he appointed as 
successors those who preceded them; they performed good deeds so as to be 
strengthened by the religion that sanctioned them and in order to replace 
their fear with security. Worship me and be not idolators." (The Chapter 


of the Light, verse 55). 
I wait expectantly, and God is the patron of success. 


13286/9604 
CSO: 4404/418 
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KUWAIT 


WESTERN ATTEMPTS TO 'DESTROY' ISLAM DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 8 Jul 86 pp 32-33 
[Commentary by Anwar al-Jundi] 


[Text] The Islamic system can provide Muslims and all mankind with noble 
solutions to all of their problems and crises in relation to the structure 
of society, the family and the individual. It contaiis everything that 

is inimical to political oppression, social corruption and the unfair 
distribution of wealth. 


The Muslim masses believe that Islam can provide solutions to their 
political, social and economic problems. They believe that Islam 
accomplished this in the past when it spread a spirit of security, 
magnanimity and tolerance over a world which it protected for 1000 years. 
They believe that Islam can renew this experience again, bring happiness 
to mankind and extricate it from the darkness of the night which has 
engulfed it. Western philosophers are currently joining forces to closely 
examine Islam and they are affirming that it is the religion of the future 
and that it will occupy a place in their homes. Today, Islam can present 
its program in a clear and unambiguous call for societies to rectify 
themselves in order to conform to God's rule and unchanging principles. 

It can do so in contemporary language and from the standpoint of living 
reality. Islam is the sovereign and protector. Societies must free 
themselves from idolatry and materialism in order to submit to the ruler 
of the universe and recognize that He is the source of everything. They 
must smash the idols which they fashioned from determinism, fatalism and 
naturalism. They must believe in the great creator and accept His program 
in life, society and civilization. 


This will not be achieved unless Muslims cling to that special Islamic 
identity which is beyond assimilation with other civilizations and their 
ways and ideologies. We look forward to the day when Muslims will possess 
the will to break the fetters that bind them to external powers in the 
spheres of economy, education and law. This will only occur when the Islamic 
nation becomes truly unified in regard to God's righteous creed, may God 


grant us success. 
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Defying Difficulties: 


The goal of the intellectual invasion and westernization plan devised by 
the great powers when they restimed their advance to control the Islamic 
world following their crushing defeat in the Crusader Wars, was to prevent 
the willful establishment of an Islamic naticn and society on the Islamic 
mainland, and the continuation of this society's cultural resurrection. 
The plan was well conceived as demonstrated in other parts of this study 
and the major forces were well known: 


1) Western civilization has grown old, its spring has dried up and it is 
in decline. 


2) This nation in Asia Minor, between Asia and Africa, possesses the 
aptitude for civilization, resurrection and the establishment of a noble 
human society. 


3) This nation possesses the true divine crred which is free from perver- 
sion and corruption, and which establishes justice, mercy and brotherhood 


to the world. 
4) This nation has great sources of wealth, energy and human superiority. 


5) Islam and innovation do not contradict each other. Rather, Muslims 
reject westernization, subordination and assimilation into the melting-pot 
of existing civilizations. 


6) The present resurgence of Islam is a true movement with deep roots. 
It flows from a desire to establish an Islamic society, and does not pose 
a threat to the non-Islamic world. 


7) Following the failure of the western liberal, socialist, and Marxist 
communist systems, the West is today looking toward a new horizon and 
demanding a new world order, and there is only Islam. 


Righteous writers in the West, who have lived in the midst of the battle, 
are reiterating these facts. Moreover, these and other facts have compelled 
a number of Western intellectuals, who had played dangerous roles in 
capitalism, Marxism and other movements, to embrace Islam in view of the 
fact that it is mankind's only recourse. 


Western Powers and the Islamic Trend: 


There are, however, Western powers which desire to stop this trend and 
impede this enormous wave. They are striving to obstruct this revival in 
an attempt to impede its progress and to check [the effectiveness] of 
Islamic principles in resisting usurpers, standing firm and in being well 
prepared to confront any enemy or intruder. 
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‘these powers aim--through elements of corruption, anarchy, disintegration, 
opulence, and sin--to crush the new generations and to prevent them from 
resisting, persevering, and defending honorable people before destroying 
them completely. 


Then, there is the phenomenon of Muslim wealth being exhausted by consump- 
tion, excessive food, drink, clothing, parties and dances. There is also 
the plundering of Muslims’ wealth and the destruction of their economy by 
subsuming and controlling it. 


The Destruction of Islamic Society Is the Goal: 


All of these attempts undoubtedly aim to destroy the Islamic economy and 
society, eliminate the Muslim identity, implant foreign values in society's 
prevailing value system, impose on the people customs which are incompatible 
with Islam with regard to food, drink, clothing and housing, and dislodge 
the people from the values, customs and traditions which Islam has built 
over a span of 14 centuries. A profound examination of Islamic cultures 

in India, Indonesia and West Africa reveals that there are no distinctions 
between them because they are basically bound to fundamental Islamic values. 
The differences between them are tolerable within the scope of geographical, 
climatic and historical variation. They are minor differences which do not 
express general, basic characteristics. They occur out of necessity because 
they fall within the framework of variation. Islamic values do not 
constitute a religious identity in the Western sense. Rather, they 
constitute an Islamic identity in the wholistic, human sense. Membership, 
in the [slamic sense, is the protection of language, faith and social values 
from collapse in the face of doctrines advanced by Western civilization, 
which aims to subsume Islamic societies and assimilate them into the 
international melting-pot. 


Religious Bonds and Racial and National Bonds: 


In modern times, religious bonds have diminished in favor of racial, 
national and linguistic bonds. This process began in the West. The 

winds of westernization subsequently carried it to Islamic society. The 
latter became westernized, and secularism and various concepts were imposed 
in it. These concepts included materialism, idolatry, positive law, a 
usurious economy, secular education and the distinction between religion 
and temporal existence. 


The decline of religious bonds in the West resulted from the deviation which 
made Western Christianity--which is not the heaven sent Christianity-- 
unable to impel society toward knowledge, civilization and progress. 

Western Christianity imposed its influence and control over Western 

society and isolated non-Christian sects. It was inevitable that this 
barrier be broken in the face of the nature of human equality. The elements 
of this religion prevented the excercise of free will. The situation in 
Islam differs because knowledge and nationalistic bonds are a part of Islam. 
Islam instituted brotherhood among all humans and gave protection to 

members of other creeds and religions and their churches and synogogues. 





tt did not stand in the way of knowledge. Rather, it advanced knowleds: 
and opened the earth's bounty to everyone. It did not maintain that a 
certain race was superior or give dominion to a particular nation. 


The decline of religious bonds in modern times and the replacement of these 
bonds by nationalism and regionalism can be attributed to those in the 

West who rebelled against religion. They corrupted religion and did not 
present its true image to mankind. Islam will again restore religion's 
true image after its dangers, corruption, disruption of kinship and long- 
range impact on the destruction of brotherhood have become evident. 


The Age of Challenges: 


The fact of the matter is that Muslims are currently facing several 
challenges which loom clearly before them. They are fully cognizant of the 
sources and goals of these challenges, and they recognize the avarice of 
those who conspire and plan. - Muslims, however, must unite to defy all 
obstacles by liberating their society from westernization and subordination. 
They must do so in order to confront difficulties, strife, discord, civil 
wars and the defeat of the Arab armies by Israel in 1948 and 1967. There 
is no way to overcome these difficulties except by returning to [slam and 
adhering to its teachings. Islam alone can furnish true power to surmount 
these difficulties. The spirit of the struggle must ensue from belief in 
God. The West continues to offer its poison and temptations. Its use of 
force will increase so long as it perceives signs of vigilance, awakening 
and resurgence. 





There are two evils which have destroyed civilizations since ancient times 
and which have afflicted Islamic civilization and society. They are 
opulence and submission to westernization. The evils presented by opulence, 
immoderate pleasure seeking, the penetration of the nation by foreign 
elements, and the use of nepotism in the attainment of high positions are 
beneath [the dignity] of Muslims. Westernization is likewise still the 

true enemy of the Islamic nation in this and every age. Westernization is 
the gradual poisoning of the Islamic idea by licentious, atheistic, shame- 
less and Shu'ubi concepts conveyed and translated from the heritage of 
other nations by those who advocate pre-Islamic history, distinguish between 
Arabism and Islam, and who destroy Islam by destroying the Arabic language 
and advocating free thought in order to undermine values and morals. 


The translation of imported philosophies triggers doubts and indecency, 
and divides Muslims, through intellectual temptation, into warring sects 
that hate each other. Moreover, these philosophies untie the sacred knot 
in the hearts of Muslims and dissolve the firm bonds which constitute the 
secret of their power. 


Foreign Sects: 
There are several sects which are foreign to Islam. They include the 


Chaldeans, the Bahais and adherents of the al-Batiniyah school. They 
receive support and guidance from missionaries and foreign influences which 
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are preparing for a so-called "strike at Islam through Islam". These 
sects worship their leaders and raise them above ordinary humans. They 
prescribe for their adherents laws which God did not permit, and they 
exploit the name of Islam in order to destroy Islam. 


In Addition: 


Colonialism attempted to eliminate from the Islamic psyche, the concept of 
Islam's preeminence as a creed and teaching which would never accept 
ignominy, or support subjugation or slavery at any time. Islam has 
instructed those who embrace it to take pride in their honor and to 
believe that they were created to determine their existence in this 
world--to take their place under the sun as masters, not as slaves. 

Islam is not the ally of tyranny, oppression and colonialism. A study of 
Islamic history reveals the phenomenon of resistance. Islam can liberate 
Mulsims and Arabs from the bondage of the numerous colonial powers despite 
the fact that Muslims have neither support. nor resources. Rather, the 
fundamental power which they have used to confront foreign influences is 
the power of the spirit, the idea and faith. Today, following Islam's 
liberation of Muslims, Islam must push Muslims to establish a society 

and a system. Just as Islam was the factor for liberation in the previous 
phase, it is a factor today. 


13286/9604 
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KUWAIT 


CHRISTIAN 'PERSECUTION' OF MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 8 Jul 86 pp 36-37 


[Commentary by Abu ‘Uthman] 


[Text] Large Islamic immigrant communities reside in many European countries. 
In France, the number of individuals in the Muslim community exceeds three 
million. Most of them are from the countries of the Arab Maghreb and Africa 
while some of them are from Turkey, Pakistan and India. The majority of 
them are laborers. A large number of Turkish, Arab, Pakistani and Indian 
immigrants live in West Germany. They work in various fields and number 
approximately five million. There is also a large number of Muslim 
immigrants in the United States and the other European countries. They 

face many hardships and social, cultural, political and economic problems 
because of the attitude of Western societies toward them as Muslims whose 
religion does not allow them to assimilate into Western society despite 
various types of assistance and incentives. 


In France: 


For many years, Muslim immigrants in France have been subjected to adverse 
racist practices nurtured by the various media which are controlled by the 
Zionist lobby. These media have devoted most of their programs to the 
defamation of the image of Islam and Muslims in France, and the incitement 
of the French people to be hostile toward Muslims on the assumption that 
they are the source of France's economic hardships. The extreme, right- 
wing party, headed by Jean-Marie Le Pen, exploited the immigrant issue by 
putting it at the center of its election campaign during the parliamentary 
elections. In this way, Le Pen's party was able to win a large number of 
seats in parliament. The success of this new party was unexpected despite 
the fact that the Zionist media had touched the French people in a sensitive 
spot and satiated them with hatred and aggression toward Arab Muslims. 

Many French are now demanding the return of the immigrants to their countries 
of origin, especially in the wake of the wave of explosions witnessed by 


France in recent years. 
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A New Immigration Law: 


The new French Government recently drafted a new law to regulate immigration 
in the course of making reforms in this area. The purpose of the law is 

to tighten control over immigrants and curb the rate of immigration, 

which the government views as excessive. If parliament approves the new 
law, immigration to France will be noticeably curtailed and immigrants from 
former French colonies would be required to have entry visas just like 
other immigrants, in order to limit their uncontrolled entrance to French 
territories. The new law also includes clauses which pertain to the 
possibility of transferring prisoners from the custody of the Arab 

Maghreb countries to finish serving their sentences in their country's 
prisons. 


In West Germany: 


In West Germany, Muslim immigrants, of whom Turks form the majority, have 
for years suffered from arbitrary governmental decisions which aim to 
banish them from the country at any cost. The issue has reached the point 
where West German authorities have established an amount to be paid as 
recompense to any resident who wishes to leave the country permanently. 

On the other hand, the Ankara agreement, which was ratified in 1964, is 
expected to go into effect on 1 December 1986. This protocol between 
Turkey and the EEC countries grants Turks the right to travel without 
conditions or limitations to all of the EEC countries, particularly West 
Germany. The German chancellor, Helmut Kohl, made a special trip to Turkey 
in order to convince Ankara to relenquish this right in regard to West 
Germany in view of that country’s difficult economic conditions and its 
2.5 million unemployed workers--factors which do not place West Germany 

in a position to absorb an excess of Turkish workers who might head there 
because of the EEC decision. In addition to all of this, immigrants are 
subjected to harassment by that segment cf the German people which 
suspiciously views foreigners as the cause of the economic crisis and 
growing unemployment. 


In the United States: 


Muslims in the United States comprise numerous social classes. They 
include those who immigrated to work and live permanently in the United 
States, and students who are there to study. These Muslims, especially 

the Arabs among them, suffer from many racist practices of the American 
people, whose emotions are nurtured by the Zionist news agencies and 
extremist Zionist groups hostile to Arabs and Muslims. These extremist 
groups recently resorted to physical liquidation operations against Arab 
and Islamic personalities. American security authorities, however, made 

no subsequent effort to identify the perpetrators and punish them for 

their crimes. The most recent victim of these Jewish extremist groups was 
Dr Isma'il Faruqi, a professor of Islamic studies at one of the American 
universities. He and his wife were assassinated together during the latter 
part of last Ramadan. The Jewish Defense League recently announced that it 
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would pursue Arab and Muslim intellectuals in the United States. It is 
implementing what it stated it would do in the absence of any preventive 
action by the central police or the police investigation agencies which 
are everywhere in the United States. The police, however, do not budge 
when the matter concerns a Muslim or Arab. 


A Final Word: 


One who follows the events and troubles experienced by Muslims in the 
countries of the Christian West, fully realizes that hostility toward 
Islam and Muslims is the hidden element which connects these countries. 
Muslims should be acutely aware of this hostility whose roots extend back 
to the Crusader Wars. Immigrants must realize that Western nations, 
particularly those in western regions, are not a permanently secure place 
for them. They must base their calculations on the inevitability of their 
return to their countries of origin regardless of how much time elapses. 
The governments of the Islamic countries must strive to save the manpower 
of those immigrants from among the citizens of their countries. They must 
create an atmosphere of freedom and democracy so that these immigrants will 
return with confidence to their countries and families, and leave the 
problems and hatred of the West without going back. 


13286/9604 
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SUSPENSION OF ASSEMBLY: SOLUTION OR COMPLICATION 


Michigan ARABIA in English Aug 86 p 31 


[Text ] 


On july 3, the Emir of Kuwait, 

Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, 
announced the dissolution of the National 
Assembly, and the suspension of certain 
elements of the constitution. The Emir 
justified his action by pointing to a “fierce 
foreign conspiracy which had threatened 
lives and almost destroyed the wealth of 
the homeland”. It seems likely, however, 
that the long running conflict between the 
two leading factions of the ruling family 
also played a part in the Emir’s decision. 
As a result, the only democratic 
government in the Arab East has ceased 
to exist, and the county is now ruled by 
decree. 

The development that prompted the 
Emir to take such drastic acuion was the 
mass resignation by the Kuwaiti cabinet 
on | July, a week before the National 
Assembly was due to begin impeachment 
proceedings against a group of Kuwaiti 
cabinet ministers. The impeachment 
proceedings were the climax of a conflict 
which had been brewing between the 
government and the National Assembly 
following the election of a number of 
radical representatives in the February 
elections in 1975. 

The cabinet members concerned are 
Communications Minister Issa al-Masidi, 
Oil and Industry Minister Sheikh Ali al- 
Xhalifah al-Sabah, Finance Minister 


Jassim al-Kharafi and Education Minister 
Hassan al-Manakh. The accusations vary 
from mal-administration and ineptitude to 
political bias and favouritism, and are 
vigorously denied by 
concerned. 


the munisters 
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Although it was unlikely that any of the 
charges would have been upheld by the 
Assembly, the ministers involved see the 
charges as a deliberate attempt to disrupt 
the government and prevent it from 
dealing effectively with the problems 
caused by the collapse in oil prices, 
attempted subversion and the Gulf war. 

Annoucing the suspension, the Emir 
implied that some representatives were in 
alliance with unnamed foreign powers 
who were seeking to undermine Kuwait 
and its institutions. As a consequence, the 
country’s press has been — severely 
curtailed. It is now illegal to publish any 
statement, or receive financial aid from 
any foreign organisation, without prior 
permission of the Ministry for 
Information. Anyone breaking this law 
faces up to three years imprisonment. 

Kuwaitis are clearly shocked by this 
dramatic turn of events. The Assembly 
was suspended in 1976, following a similar 
outburst of political infighting. But the 
Emir revived it in 1980, despite the 
dangers presented by the Iranian 
revolution and the outbreak of the Gulf 
War. Moreover, the Emir was the subject 
of an attempted car-bomb assassination in 
May 1985, but this did not appear to 
change his attitude to Kuwait's 
Jemocratic experiment. Many observers, 
therefore, see his suspension of the 
Assembly as an overreaction to the 
current turmoil in the Assembly. 

Immediately after the suspension was 
announced, share prices on the stock 
exchange in Manama registered 
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significant gains. Some traders believed 
that this was the result of an attempt by the 
government to step into the market and 
boost prices. Others, however, saw it as a 
natural consequence of a belief by 
investors that the government will now be 
able to press ahead with the 
implementation of various economic 
measures, including the rapid passage of 
the budget for the fiscal year 1986-87. 

Kuwait’s Gulf neighbours will also be 
relieved by the Emir’s action. Many Gulf 
rulers have been unnerved by Kuwait’s 
democracy, and fear that the conduct of 
the Kuwait National Assembly might 
serve as a dangerous precedent for the 
whole region. 

In the meantime, the Emir has 
instructed Crown Prince Sheikh Saad al- 
Abdulla al-Sabah to form a_ new 
government. Although no major changes 
are expected in either domestic or foreign 
policy, a number of economic reforms 
are likely — such as increased charges for 
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public services to reduce the projected 
budget deficit. The new government may 
also curtail criticism of Syria’s policy in 
Lebanon, and its support for Iran in the 
Gulf War. 

The Emir is aware that the suspension 
of the Assembly could cause more 
problems than it has solved. Opposition 
groups are already forming their strategy 
to demand the return of the 1961 
constitution. At the same time, however, 
conservative elements in the Assembly 
are exploring the possibility of forming a 
Majlis Ashura - a consultative body which 
would have no legislative power, but 
which would act as an advisory council to 
Emir. 

In the short-term the new government 
can expect to ride out the storm created by 
the suspension of the Assembly. But 

“Kuwaitis are unlikely to reconcile 
themselves to a protracted suspension of 
their democratic institutions. After years 
of democracy and a free press, the Emir 
will find it difficult to turn the clock back. 











NEW RESTDENCE LAW TO BE ISSUED 


Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 11 Aug 86 p l 


[Text ] 
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THE director of the immigration 
department in Kuwait's Hawalli 
governorate, Colonel Mutlag Al 
Usaimi, said yesterday that the 
authorities were planning to 
issue a new Residence Law for 
foreigners, and that the puntsh- 
ments for violations would be in- 
creased. 

In an interview with Al Anbaa 
newspaper, he denied that visit 
visas had been suspended. He 
said there was no ban on the en- 
try of people of any nationality 
and the ban was only for suspects 
and people barred from entering 
the country. He added that the 
Immigration Department was 
stil issuing all kinds of visit visas. 


. Salary 


Col Al Usaimi said that be- 
sides the known pre-conditions 
for bringing a wife to Kuwait, a 
civil servant should have a salary 
of KD 450 a month plus accom- 
modation, and private sector 
employees should have a salary 
of not less than KD 600 and 
accomm odation. 
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He stressed that part-time job 
salaries could not be added to 
those of full-time employment to 
make up the necessary figure. 

He said that investigations 
were continuing into people 
trading in residence permits and 
visas, and arrests were being 
made. 

He said this practice had gone 
underground and stern action 
was taken against those involved 
when they were discovered. 


Stricter 


He said there were cases of 
some people coming to Kuwait 
on business visas, but actually in- 
volved in other activities. He 
said that the authorities were 
currently implementing stricter 
measures for such visas. He said 
that sometimes family visits were 
used to get medical treatment 
and this was against the law. 

He stressed the need for coop- 
eration from citizens and other 
residents. He said that every per- 
son living in this country should 
be a guard, and he called on all 
residents to cooperate in pre- 
serving law and order. 
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EXPATRIATES FACE ENTRANCE RESTRICTIONS IN STATE SCHOOLS 
Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 13 Aug 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


KUWAIT's government minis- 
ters noticed a decline in the num- 
ber of residents who presented 
complaints to them at their 
ministry open days this week. 

The Education Minister, 
Anwar Al Nouri, said the de- 
cline in numbers reflected the 
understanding shown by 
Kuwaitis of the purpose of the 
open days. 

He said the majority of com- 
plaints presented at his open day 
this week focussed on the prob- 
lems of expatriates whose chil- 
dren were not being admitted to 
government schools. 


Committee 


He said that under the minis- 
try’s rules only the children of 
expatriate fathers who had been 
in Kuwait since January 1, 1957 
and those of expatriate soldiers, 
teachers, doctors, magistrates, 
and newsmen were eligible for 
state schools. 

The Minister of Health, Dr 
Abdul Rahman Al Awadi, said 
the decline in the number of visi- 
tors to his open day had followed 
the formation of a committee 
which recorded each complaint 
and launched a preliminary 1n- 
vestigation. 
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FOOD STOCKPILE SAID COULD KEEP COUNTRY GOING FOR SIX MONTHS 
Doha DAILY GULF TIMES in English 4 Aug 86 p 12 


[Text] Kuwait--Kuwait has enough food stockpiled to meet domestic demand 
for six months without imports, according to a senior official. 


Director-General of the state-owned Kuwait Supply Company, Tareq al-Barrak 
said yesterday the company usually maintained a food strategic reserve 
enough to feed the country's population for a minimum of six months. 


Kuwait Supply Company, a wholly government-owned enterprise, started with 
an initial capital of KD2mn (nearly $6.4mn) in the mid seventies. This 
now stands at KD40mn. 


The company deals exclusively in the import, export and sale of all kinds 
of foodstuffs and other essential commodities needed for public consumption. 


Al Barrak indicated that the company bought locally and abroad in its 
effort to meet consumers’ needs. Adequate storage facilities were 
provided. 


He also praised the CCASG policy of consolidated purchase of foodstuffs, 
saying that it gave the six member countries a better bargaining position 
with exporter countries. 


The CCASG states of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and the 
UAE lately initiated this policy by sealing a deal with Pakistan covering 
the supply of rice. 


Al-Barrak hoped that the CCASG policy could be extended to include other 
types of foodstuffs. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


FUNDS TO BUILD CHINA MOSQUE--The chairman of the Islamic Charity Organiza- 
tion Yousef Al Hajji yesterday signed an agreement on the construction of 

a mosque in the Chinese town of Xuanhau on behalf of a Kuwaiti donor. The 
KD 50,000 project will accommodate 300 worshippers and will include classes 
where lessons on the Quaran and Islam will be given. Signing for the 
Xuanhau Islamic Municipal Society was imam Lai Wu Kin. [Text] [Kuwait ARAB 
TIMES in English 10 Aug 86 p 3] /9317 


CABINET TO REVIEW REDUNDANCIES--Kuwait's Social Affairs and Labour Minister 
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al Hamad, will raise the issue of discharged employees 
at today's meeting of the Council of Ministers, according to an official 
source at the ministry. The source said that 270 employees had been made 
redundant and the case of those facing hardship as a result would be 
reviewed by the Cabinet. He said the minister yesterday presided over a 
meeting of department heads and directors and urged them to facilitate the 
completion of official procedures without the need to use influence. He 
also discussed the problems and difficulties facing the co-operative sector 
and ways of encouraging Kuwaitis to join it. [Text] [Kuwait ARAB TIMES 

in English 10 Aug 86 p 4] /9317 
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LEBANON 


KANAAN ATTEMPTS TO ORGANIZE STRIKE FORCE 
Beirut L'ORIENT LE JOUR in French 3 Jul 86 p 3 


[Unsigned article: "The Kanaan Enigma" ] 


[Text] The Sphinx is no longer Egyptian. We have known it ever since Syria 
has rather astutely supplanted Egypt's position as leader of the Arab world. 
For those who doubt it, the head of the Syrian military SR, Brigadier General 
Ghazi Kanaan, has once more demonstrated the skillfulness of the Syrian 
leaders in manipulating euphemisms and ambiguity. 


The Kanaan enigma is summarized in a short statement made by the Syrian 
officer last Tuesday during a press conference, at the end of an inspection 
tour during which he issued instructions to the Lebanese higher officers 
commanding the "Special Forces" of the West. It is well known that these 
troops are "supported" by civilian-clothed agents of the Syrian military SR, 
whose numbers will increase in the weeks to come. Colonel Kanaan told the 
press that he had stressed to the Lebanese troops the need to act as a strike 
force: "Go ahead. This is not a laboratory experiment, but a decision which 
must be implemented. We will intervene directly if you fail." 


What could he have meant by "we will intervene directly"? Will it meana 
return of the Syrian forces to Beirut, or a massive deployment of observers? 
Or will it mean a substantial increase in the personnel of the "Baas Forces," 
60 of which have in recent days joined the "Special Force" around the 
Palestinian refugee camps on the outskirts of the city. 


Syrian Reinforcements 


Whatever the case, the head of the Syrian Army SR in Lebanon has taken new 
steps to consolidate the role of the regular forces in West Beirut. Among 
these steps is an increase in the number of Syrian “observers” participating 
in the patrols of the Lebanese Army and the FSI. In fact, 80 officers and 
members Of the Syrian Security Services have arrived during the past two days 
in West Beirut. A first contingent of 30 officers, together with an 
indeterminate number of members of the military SR arrived in Beirut in June 
1985 to enforce the cease fire ending the first “camps war." 
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With the passing months, the "observers" intervened increasingly in settling 
the armed conflicts that periodically opposed the militias entrenched in West 
Beirut, to the point where Colonel Daghestani, one of Brigadier Kanaan's 
aides, almost regularly attended the meetings of the West Beirut ministers' 
committee, chaired by the head of the government. 


In turn, the traditional Sunnite leaders, meeting yesterday at Dar el-Fatwa, 
aware of the need for a “global solution,” insistently demanded a plan to 
restabilize the capital as a whole, including a reopening of all "through- 
ways” between East and West, as well as the elimination of demarcation lines. 
But so far no voice has been raised in the East to demand identical measures, 
which leads us to believe that the time of national reunions has not yet 
arrived. 


"First of all,” observes a former minister of the East, "the Christian leaders 
would have to fill in the ditch that separates them from Damascus. We note in 
this respect that for the past few days the new leaders of the Kataeb party 
are proliferating reassuring declarations for an eventual bridge between the 
active forces of the East and the Baas leaders. During the next few days, the 
Maronite patriarch, whose return to the Vatican is expected today, could act 
as a link between these forces and the Syrians.” 


11,023 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


CONVENTION EVALUATES AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS IN ABYAN 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 27 Jul 86 p 2 
[Article by ‘Ali Mubarak] 


[Text] Complete success crowned the work of the fourth convention held by 
the [provincial] branch of the Yemeni Democratic Farmers Union in Abyan. 

The convention was attended by 170 delegates, representing 83 groups of farm- 
ers, and was held at the end of last week. 


The delegates, during the sessions, reviewed all of the documents which had 
been submitted to the convention and which depicted the outcome of the 
Union's activities since the previous convention, especially the general 
report. 


In addition, the discussion covered numerous subjects and various concerns 
expressed by the farmers of the province and by the agricultural cooperatives. 
Of special importance was evaluating, during the sessions, the agricultural- 
cooperative experiment, starting with the affairs of the production units: 
their past, present, and future as concerns the sale price of agricultural 
products, the cost of those products, and the creation of a balance between 
the two. Also discussed were the matters of: 


--Importing agricultural products. 


--Creating a balance between importation and local production of agricultural 
goods. 


--Exploring the process of marketing through the three channels (the cooper- 
ative, the governmental, and the individual), highlighting the advantages and 
disadvantages of these channels, and facilitating their use in a profitable 
manner. 


Also reviewed were matters pertaining to the agencies which rent agricultural 
equipment and which number three in the province: one in Ja'ar, another in 
Lawdar, and the third in Mudiyah. In addition, the convention looked into the 


matters of; 
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--Guaranteeing the marketing of what farmers produce and guarding their product 
against ruin. 


--Formalizing the rules which govern the relationship between cooperatives 
and the establishment. 


--Facilitating the close tie which binds farmers to their land. 


--Safeguarding the geological stipulations in Agricultural Reform Law No 27 
of 1970. 


--Guaranteeing the enforcement, in a creative manner, of Cooperative Law 
No 20 of 1979. 





--Generalizing the system of cooperative democracy. 


Praise was accorded to the experiment which involves Yemeni-Soviet projects 
and which has resulted in reclaiming 9,919 acres of agricultural land for the 
benefit of 2,384 farmers. Besides, the discussion covered the affairs of 
farmers as well as their standard of living. 


The convention elected the delegates who will represent the province in the 
Union's fourth general convention; those delegates are 66 in number. 


The opening session of the convention was attended by Comrade Muhammad ‘Ali 
al-Qayrahi (director of the Executive Bureau in the province) and Comrade 
Ahmad ‘Ubayd ibn Daghr (secretary general of the Farmer's Union). 


In an exclusive statement to this newspaper, subsequent to the convention, 
Comrade Zayd 'Uqayl Haydarah (second secretary of the Union branch in the 
province) pointed out the important achievements, purposeful decisions, and 
valuable recommendations which resulted from the convention; he also pointed 
out the significance of those results for increasing and solidifying the 
Union's role among farmers. 


A council for the province was elected, comprising 31 full-fledged members 

and 4 accing officers. During the first council meeting, a new secretariat was 
elected comprising the following six members: Muhammad ‘Ali Nasir (first 
secretary), ‘Abdallah Mubarak (secretary of the Economic Department), Ahmad 
Nasir Jabir (secretary of the Ideological Department), ‘Ali Salih al-Dalali 
(chairman of the Supervisory Committee), and ‘Ali Misr Salih (member). 


/6662 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET JOURNALISTS DELEGATION--Yesterday morning the delegation of the Union 
of Soviet Journalists arrived in Aden. The delegation is headed by Comrade 
Konstantin Geyvandov, political commentator of the Soviet newspaper IZVESTIA, 
and will be visiting our country for a few days to take part in the (Special) 
Fourth General Convention of the Democratic Yemeni Journalists Organization; 
the convention will start on the 28th of the current month (July). Comrade 
Konstantin, in a statement to the ADEN NEWS AGENCY, explained that the 
participation of the Soviet delegation in the convention is viewed as a 
genuine manifestation of the developing cooperative relationships which bind 
together the news media in the two friendly countries--relationships which 
sprang from the treaties signed lately by the Democratic Yemeni Journalists 
Organization and che Union of Soviet Journalists. At the end of his state- 
ment, he wished the convention success and positive results. The delegation 
was met at the airport by Comrade Ahmad Muhammad al-Hubayshi, chairman of 

the Supreme Preparatory Committee for the Special Fourth General Convention 
of the Democratic Yemeni Journalists Organization and director general of the 
ADEN NEWS AGENCY. [Text] [Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 25 Jul 86 p 1] /6662 
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REPORTAGE ON ERSHAD'S VISIT TO MALDIVES 


President's Banquet 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


MALE, July 22: Bangladesh 
today voiced its determination 
to make constant endeavour to 
promote the objectives of the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
and translate them into reality 


“reports BSS. ' 


In a banquet given by the 
Maldives President Maumoon 
Abdul Gayoom in honour of 
President Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad and Begum. Ershad the 
Bangladesh President said “suc- 
cessful launching of SAARC in 
December last year was a mat- 
ter of gratification for all of 
us in the region.” 


President Ershad, who is the 
current Chairman of the SAARC 
hoped that the member coun- 
tries should now make efforts 


to consolidate the gains and 
move into a more dynamic 
phase of cooperation which 
will yield tangible and visible 
benefits for the one billion 
people of the region. 


Referring to the much felt 
necessity of a regional frame- 
work for cooperation among 
the South Asian countries, he 
said SAARC can play a most 
useful role in improving eco- 
nomic and political elimate of 
the region, In this connection 
he commended the positive role 
played by the Maldives in this 
regard. 
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The President said both Ban- 
gladesh and the Maldives eeek 
and cherish peace and in keep- 
ing with their principled stand 
the two countries have aiways 
opposed imparialism,  colonia- 
lism, neo-colonialism, racialism 
and domination in any form 
or manifestation. . 

He expressed concern at the 
situation in Afghanistan, Kam- 
puchea and West Asia and super 
power rivalry in the Indian 
Ocean, ' 


President Ershaq° said tha 
current jnternaiiona] economic 
Situation which has seriously 
affected the development pros- 
pect of the devejoping coun- 
tries also “‘perturbs ys deeply.” 
To redress this situation Bang- 
ladesh always advocates the 
creation og the new jnterna- 
tional econoMic order, he said. 

Mentioning the cordial bija. 
teral rejations between Bang. 
ladesh and the Maldives he 
said the existing bonds of 
friendship have been further 
strengthened “by our commo 
approach to probjems of eco- 
nomic under-deyélopment and 
our shared gSpiration for im- 
proving the quality of life of 
our peoples.’ 

The President expressed satis- 
factio, at the steady develop 
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men, of ties between Bang- 
Jadesh and the Maldives both 
bilaterally and in the context 
of SAARC, “We have formalis- 


ed our relations through agreeé- 
ments signed on various as- 
pects of cooperation,” he said 
adding: “it is our earnest de- 
sire to continuously expand 
and deepen these relations.” 
He said the socio-economic 
development that are taking 
place under the able leadcr- 
ship of President Gayoom in 
“the Maldives are admirable. 
“Given your geographical situa 
tion, it is only dedicated lead- 
ership has brought to bear upon 
the conduct of the affairs of 
the state which could accom- 
plish the résults that have been 


In this context, President 
Ershad referred to the cfforts 
being made in Bangladesh to 
reach the fruits of development 
to the people, vast majority of 
whom live in farflung — rural 
areas. “Through a process of 
deceniralisation and public in- 
volvement we have taken tho 
Government closer to the peo 
ple,” he said. ‘ 

He said, simultaneously, the 
efforts to establish a represen- 
tative Government in the coun 
try has been progressing well, 
He referred to- the recently 
held parliamentary elections 
and its inauguration and said 
“this is a crucial phase of our 
transition to representative 
government.” 





achieved.’ 
22 Jul Talks 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Male, July 22--President H.M. Ershad today held exclusive talks wich 
host President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom at President's office discussing in 
depth various matters pertaining to further intensification of bilateral 
relations, SAARC cooperation and issues of regional interest, reports BSS. 


During the exclusive tete-a-tete lasting over half an hour, the two 
Jeaders also explored ways and means for increasing trade and contacts 
between the two nations on »dilateral as well as on SAARC level. 


The exclusive meeting over, the two Presidents were joined by their delega- 
tions. 


President Ershad at the formal talks was aided by Foreign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury, Deputy Minister for Education Ziauddin Ahmed, Information 
Consultant to the President M. Tajul Islam, Bangladesh High Commissioner 

to Maldives A.S. Noor Mohammad and Ambassador C.M. Shafi Sami, Director 
General for South Asia in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


President Gayoom was aided by Foreign Minister Fathulla Jameel, Minister 
for Fisheries Abdul Sattar Moosa Didi, Minister of State for Presidential 
Affairs Abbas Ibrahim, acting Deputy Minister for Planning and Development 
Abdul Rasheed Hussain and Senior Under-Secretary, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Ibrahim Hussain Zaki. 


[In the talks, which held in an atmosphere of utmost cordiality and under- 


standing, the question of establishing air service between the two coun- 
tries came up prominently and the two sides agreed that the possibility 
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of establishing direct air link on the parametre of linking SAARC capitals 
and bridging each others capitals have to be explored at the earliest. 


The two Presidents expressed satisfaction at the progress of bilateral 
cooperation in the field of banking that made remarkable progress. The 
two sides agreed to exchange ideas on development of tourism and technical 
know-how in this field. 


President Maumoon during the talks lauded the efforts being made by 
President Ershad in strengthening the structured cooperation among SAARC 
countries and giving a direction and speed in the realisation of the 
objectives in areas already identified for cooperation among the member- 
states on the basis of consensus. 


The host President stressed on the importance of current schedule of visits 
being undertaken by President Ershad in the capacity of SAARC Chairman 

and said such visits to SAARC capitals by SAARC Chairman have already made 

a positive impact in promoting the spirit of cooperation and understanding. 


Mr Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury said ideas were also exchanged between the 
two sides on Indian Ocean as a Cone of Peace. 


Both the delegations agreed to increase cooperation in telecommunications 
sector between Bangladesh and the Maldives for working out better informa- 
tion links between the two peoples. 


Cultural Pact Signed 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Male, July 22--Bangladesh and the Maldives today signed an agree- 
ment on "cooperation in the field of sound broadcasting" and the protocol 
for 1986 under the existing cultural exchange programme between the two 
countries, reports BSS. 


The agreement on cooperation in the field of sound broadcasting was signed 
by Foreign Minister Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury and his Maldivian counterpart 
Fathulla Jameel on behalf of their respective governments at a simple 
ceremony held at President's office. 


The ceremony held immediately after the formal talks was also attended by 
President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. 


The protocol under the cultural exchange programme was signed by Bangladesh 
High Commissioner to Maldives A.S. Noor Muhammad and Senior Under Secretary 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Maldives Ibrahim Hussain Zaki. 


The signing ceremony over, the Maldives Foreign Minister Fathulla Jameel, 
speaking briefly described the occasion as historical milestone in the 
furtherance of bilateral ties rooted in past contact between the two over 
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many centuries. He observed that specially the agreement for exchange 


on sound broadcasting will contribute 


in promoting further the already 


existing good bilateral ties and understanding of the two peoples. 


He said information is a very important and essential component in the 
current days in increasing bilateral relations of two peoples. 


S) aking on the occasion Fo:eign Minister Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury said 
in a new atmosphere poised to evolving better understanding and coopera- 
tion among the South Asian countries would surely go to the benefit of 


the people of the region. 


He said the agreement on exchange of sound broadcast programme between 
the two countries signed téday--the fourth in the series--would go down 
in the annals of history as efforts to build yet more avenues for contacts 
between the peoples of two friendly countries. 


Dhaka ‘THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 


[Text ] 


MALE, July 23: President 
Ii M Ershad and President 
Manumoon Abdul Gayoom pick: 
ing up the thread of their yes- 
terday'a talks today continued 
their discussion in retreat to 
resort island “Ah-Rah”, reports 
BSS, 


The two President accom- 
panied by their wives went to 


the resort island this afternoon 


and spent some time there, 


Julefing BSS Foreign Minister 
Humayun Rasheed Chowdaury 
srid during the discussion, the 
two Presidents covered various 
aspects of cooperation amongst 
SAARC countries including the 
structure ond scope of propo 
sed SAARC Secretariat and the 
regional and international mat- 
ters of common . interest and 
bilateral tles, 


Yhe two leaders during their 


necting in the spectacular re- 
gort Island also explored pow'l- 
bilities of expansion of bila- 
teral cooperation. They expres- 
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Report on 23 Jul Talks 


. sed their satisfaction and opti- 


mism at the present state of 
growing relations between 
Bangladesh and Maldives, 

ident Ershad extended to 
his host an invitation to visit 
Banglndesh which President 
Gayoom accepted. The time and 
date of the visit will be finalis- 
ed convenient to both the 
countries through discussion. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Minister 
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury 
and his Maldivean counterpart 
Fathulla Jameel continued talke 
at their level in continuation 


of yesterday's of€ciil talks at 


the resort island of “Bandos”, 


During the meeting. Bangla- 
desh offered facilities for some 
Maldivian students for higher 
gtudies in Bangladesh educa- 
tional institutions particularly 
in medical and engineering. sci- 
ences. 


Bangladesh also agreed to 
offer training facilities to a 
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Jul 86 pl 


Maldivian diplomat, ‘lie possis 
bilities of cooperation in the 
fields of training in othe: arcas 
giso figured prominently in the 
Giscuasion between the two 
Foreign Ministers, 

Maldivian officials told BSS 
that concerned officials : from 
Maldives will visit Bangladesh 
shortly to explore the areas of 
training Maldives could avail 
in Bangladesh keeping in view 
their requirements, 


Bangladesh delegation sources 
snid that matters relating to 
SAARC and forthcoming United 
Nations General Assembly were 
also discussed during the meet- 
ing. The sources said there was 
wide range of agree,rents in the 
views expressed by the two 
Foreign Ministers on the issucs. 


Various issues pertaining to 
SAARC including location, size, 
finance and functioning of 
SAARC Secretariat were also 
covered at the discussion, 











PAPERS REPORT ERSHAD VISIT TO SRI LANKA 


Speech at Colombo Banquet 


BANGLADESH 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Jul 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


COLOMBO, July 24: - Presi- 
dent H. M, Ershad said 
here tontpht -that SAARC 
was a manifestation of our 
colle.tive commitment to wage 
a Jong and arduous struggle 
to improve the quality of life 
of 100 crore people of this re- 
gion, reports BSS. 


It was only by working in 
close concert that we could 
effctively tackle the critical 


prablemg of poverty and uw. 
derdevelopment confronting 
the nations of our region, he 
stressed. 


President Ershad was speak- 
ing at a banquet hosted = is 
his honour by President Junius 
Richard Jayewardene at the 
Jannadhipathi Mandhiraya -- 
presidential palace, Begum 
Ershad and Madame JayeWar- 
dene also attended. 


The banquet was attended 
by Bangladesh delegation in- 
cluding Foreign Mirtister 
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury 
and Deputy Minister for Edu- 


cation Ziauddin Ahmed, Sri 
Lankan Cabinet ministers, 
Spenker of Parliament, Chief 
Justice, Armed Forces Ohief 
diplomats and dignitaries, 


The President noted that 
EAARC should also provide a 
most useful and convenient 
framework fo bring about an 
smprovement in the political 
climate of the region. — 





Underscorin; the need for 
Strengthening this procts® 
by oll the seven nations, he 
said, “we need to increasingly 
channel our energies to the 
consolidation of the gsins al-, 
ready achieved and to prepare 
the ground for marching for- 
ward with more speed and 
greater vigour.” 

The President helg out the 
assurance as the first Chairman 

of SAARC that Bangladesh 
would constantly endeavour to 
promote its objectives and 
translate into reality between 
now aud the next summit the 
decisions that we had cojlec- 
tively taken in Dl-aka. 

President Ershad was happy 
to mote that Sri Lanka has all 
along been playing a-ploneer- 
ing role in promoting regional 
cooperation in South Asia which 
found ite culmination in the 
establishment of SAARC. : 

He saig that the internation- 


®] environmen: today was far 
from reassuring. ‘In West 
Asi, and Southern Africa, we 
find peoples deprived of thete 
most basic’ and inalienable 
rights, The situation in Afe 
whanjstan and Kampuchea 
deeply concerns ys and the con, 
tinued war between two None. 
aligneq countries — Iran and: 
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Iraq — cayses ys anguish,” he 
sald, Ea ' 
' Referring to his country’s 


‘Tole ip international fiejd, the. 


President said that Bangjadesh 
adhered to the policy of Noltl- 
alignment ss well as to the 


‘principles of sovereign equa)i- 


ty of nationals territorial in- 


‘tegrity and non-use of force, 


non-interferenee and not-inter- 
gention in: the internal affairs 


Of other states, the right of 


every nation to selg-determina- 
tien and peaceful settlement 


‘ef dispytes, 


The president reiterateg his 
country’s support for the hold- 


SAARC, Other Matters Discussed 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


COLOMBO, July 24: Presi- 
dent H. M. Ershad and Presi- 
dent Junius Richard Jayewar- 
dene held talks covering entire 
gamut of SAARC, bilater. 
matters and regional and in- 


Foreign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury briefing 
BSS said ways for establish- 
ing joint venture projects by 
Eangladesh and Sri Lanka in 
the field of coconut oll: and 


ternational issues of comma jute goods also figured pro- 
cause, reports BSS. Py minently in the talks befween 
the two leaders. 


The two Presidenis met for 
half an hour aided: by their 
foreign ministers _ preceding 
the delegation level.talks at 
“Janadhipatht #Mandiraya”— 
The presidential palace, 

'The two sides decided to 
further bolster bilateral links 
‘nd for that matter increass . 
trade between Bangladesa 
and Sri Lanka. They also ¢X- 


Establiahment of SAARC 
Secretariat, its structure, 


finance and functioning - were 


also discussed to ‘further ac- 
tiviting © cooperation among 
the seven South Asian: coun- 
tries for the benefit of one 
billion p-ople of the region. 
Mr. Chowdhury said the 
mecting between President 
Ershad and President Jaye- 


plored possibility of linking 
the two capitals by national 
airlines of the two countries 
upholding SAARC spirit. 


25 Jul Activities 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Jul 86 ppl, 8 


[Text | ingful n 
10 . presi- Aingful: when it extends to the 
COLOMBO, July 25: P level uf people, Peopje are the 


dent H, M. Ershad today ex- 
ultimate focus > ‘any govern 

th nfjd that his 7 
pressed the confjdence that ment, ” he 


visit to Sri Lanka and ex- 
" President’ Erehad said friend- 


change of yiews with jeaders . 
here will coptribute to the fur- ‘ly relations and. ‘interactions 


ther sirengihrning of the ex- between “our peoples ‘and 
isting friendly and pilateral re- countries” go' buck many cen-. 
jJations, reports BSS, turjes in tims. Jn this context 

Speaking at @ civic reception he referred to the historical 


given jn his honour by Colom. accounts of heroic Ben- 


bo Municipa] Council, the Pre. gull prince; Vijaya singh, 
sident saki this ceremony has and }ls followers, who effect- 


a special significance for him €q the carly aetjement of the 


country as early as 543 BC. 
as it has affordeg him the op- : y : 
porunity to meet ” citizens tan ase coe and commonals- 
of Colombo, es Nave over the years found 


expression in to 
“I consider my visit to your a EN history, song and 


eyend,” hi t 
beautify! ‘country as 9 mission legen - — eg out, 
‘of poodwil] and = friendship PROBLEMS OF POVERTY. 


and to get to know The President said still 
you better. One can today the two countries 
Lane o @ countey by remain friends and good 


knowing its people, Friendship neighbours and engaged 
between countries is mos, mean- in the gigantic 
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task of overcoming the prob- 
Icems of poverty ang ynder- 
deyclopment. “Our problems 
wre similar, our goals gre the 
same and our hopes and aspt- 
rotions are So Much in cem- 
mon, Jt iS po wonder that our 
relitionship should be charac. 
terlsed by cordiality and mu- 
tua} confidence,’? he said, 

Ile said the formal jaunch- 
iny of SAARC in Dhaka last 
December eddeg yet another 
dimension to “our relation- 
ship”. Jt has given & cOmmon 
regional identhy,  relaforced 
the naturay instincis of the peo-.. 


pies snd countries of South 
Asja to ctaw closer to ole gn- 
other 20d of course provided a 
framework of mutually hene- 
jicla] regional cooperation, he 
asserted, . ‘ 
President Ershad saig Sri 
Lank, {s a priceless. pearl of 
the JIpdian Ocean, a tropical 
poradise of surpassing beauty 
and plessed with gn abundance 
of nature, It has been the 
cradje of a rich civilisation 
and culture to which innume- 
rable ruins, relics ang monu. 
ments in Anuradhapura, Polon- 
naruwn and other pjaces bear 
mute tesilmony ecyen today, 


“We admire the determina- 
tion, dedication and fortitude 
with which the people of Gri 
Janka ynder the farsighted 
and dynamic leadership of 
President Jayewardene are en- 
giged jn sharping their own 
future he said adding. a no- 
tble achievement of your peo- 
plo that we in Bangladesh ear 
nestly seck to emulate, is. the 
tremendous stride they haye 
made in the field of adult lite- 
racy.” 

NEW AWARENESS 
president Ershad referred t© 
}Juman endeavour by Sri Lan- 
ka to give back eyesight to 
‘pind with collection of don 
ted eyes and said it has ot 


only benefited your people, but 
ours also. He saig the initia;ive 
taken by Sri Lanka in this re. 
g'rd has created & yery fa- 
vourable response and new 
awareness in Bangiadesh, 

The President said the last 
four years haye been a period 
of reyclation for him when he 
came to know intimately, from 
a position of yantage, the peo- 
ple of Bangladesh — a know-. 
ledge which has immensely en- 
riched him, 

_ He said “our people aro 
sturdy, industrious, deeply re- 
iMgious ang passionately devo- 
ted to the country. | am proud 
of the quality of our people, 
When we surmount the. prob- 
"ems that confront ys today as 

I am assured we will one day 

—tft will be due in large mea- 

sure tO our heroic, peace-loving 

and hard working peopie. They 
are our real wealth andj for mé@ 

It is a privilege to have the 

opportunity of serving them.” 


, President Ershad conveyed 


his friendly greetings, good 


wishes and goodwill of the 


people of Bangladesh to tha 
people of Sri Lanka and in. 


particular to the citizens of 
Cojombo, 

President Ershad attired in 
blue suit concluded his epeech 
by reciting a self composed 
poem deédicating it to . the 
‘people of Sri Lanka and th» 
capital Colombo.. 


Earlier on arrival at the. 


Town Hall, the seat ol Colom- 


bo municipality, the President 
and Begum Raushan Ershad 


were accorded ceremonial re- 


ception, School girls played 
bands to mark the auspicious 
occasion of the visit by tha 
SAARC Chairman to the 


municipal headquarters. 
A baby elephant, the sym- 


bol of the city, covered with 
decorated apparel greeted the 
honoured guest by waving its 


trunk, 

At the porch of the n.agni- 
ficient century old Town Hail 
building President and Begum 
Ershad were received by city 
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mayor and Mrs. Cooray, ‘the 
‘Deputy, Mayor and Mrs. Hus- 
sain Muhammad and Municl- 
pal Commissioner. 

Then the city father intro- 
duced members of City “Coun- 
cil to the President. 

President Ershad signed the 
visitor’s book, The President 
accompanied ' by the Mayor 
ard the Deputy Mayor proces. 
ded towards the council 
chamber as bell rank sum. 
moning the special meeting 
of the council, 

The arrival of President 
Ershad at the Council) Hall 
was hearlded by blowing of 
conch ghells by traditionally 
dressed men. As hg took post 
tion at the rostrum national 
anthems of the two countries 
were tuned by band. 
| GOLDEN KEY 

The mayor presented Presl. 
dent Ershad with the golden 
key of the city. 

The civil reception held in 
a very formal and ceremonial 
ntmosphers, was attended by 
Foreign Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury, Deputy 
Mister for Education Zla- 
‘nddin Ahmed, members. of 
presidential entourage and 
city elite. 

Farller, welcoming  Pres!- 
dent Mayor B-Sirisena Cooray 
traced the close ties between 
Banglade and Sri Lanka 
dating back to 2,600 years and 
said according ta historical 
chronicles the origine of 
Sinhala people can be traced 
to an ancient kingdom in tha. 
land that comprises Bangla- 
desh now. 


CLOSER AFFINITY 
He believed that no two na- 
tions can claim more closer 
affinity and brotherhood than 
common origins shared by our 
respective people. 


Msyor Cooray admihied tho 
leadership of Bangladesh Pre- 
sident both at home and 
abroad especially in the evolu- 
tion of SAARC and eaid “We 
share your belief that econo- 
mic emancipation of develop- 
ing nations depends more di- 
rectly on their own efferts 
and sustained economiz 
growth based or strategy”’, 

The mayor in this context 
mentioned watching with ad- 
miration the ardent campaign, 
by Bangladesh President ty 

















cecure for developing nations 
n fair price for their :nanu- 
factured goods and agricul- 
tural produce in the world 
‘merket and his = efforts 
through the UNCTAD to re- 
structure the world economy 
in a bd to secure a mor) 
equitable distribution of 
wealth among the poor anid 
rich naticns, ’ 


Report on Joint Press Release 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Colombo, July 26--Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have decided to nake 
all out endeavours to enhance the value and diversify bilateral trade 
and establish air link between the two countries, reports BSS. 


A joint Press release issued here today at the end of a three-day state 
visit to Sri Lanka by President H.M. Ershad said the two sides have 
agreed to increase economic and commercial exchanges and direcced their 
respective officials to undertake active efforts in that direction. 


The Press release said President Ershad and President J.R. Jayawardene 

of Sri Lanka noted with satisfaction that there were no issues in disputes 
between the two countries and they recognised that the "excellent and 
cordial" relations now existing were founded firmly on their unswerving 
commitment to the well established principles of good neighbourly conduct 
including full and constant respect for each other's sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity and strict non-interference in each other's internal 
affairs. 


The two sides were agreed on the need for taking measures to combat terrorism 
as it affects the security and stability of the region. In this connection, 
they noted that the expert group on terrorism had recently met in Dhaka and 
made certain recommendations which were due to be considered by the Standing 
Committee and Council of Ministers next month. 


The two leaders, the Press release said, held talks covering international 
and regional affairs as well as bilateral relations. The talks were frank 
and cordial reflecting both the close ties and identify of views between 
them. They also reviewed in detail the progress in the implementing SAARC 
programmes and had an exchange of views on important issues that will come 
up at the Harare Non-aligned summit. 


It said the Sri Lankan President explained to President Ershad the initia- 
tives currently underway to achieve a political solution to the ethnic 
problem and his government's firm commitment to seek speedily a fair settle- 
ment which would satisfy the aspirations and concerns of all sections of the 
people of Sri Lanka. 
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President Ershad expressed his understanding and his support for the 
efforts of President Jayawardene in that regard and hoped that a settle- 
ment would soon be reached within the framework of Sri Lanka's unitary 
Constitution. He also affirmed Bangladesh's support for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka. 


The two Presidents felt that in order to strengthen existing good rela- 
tions, there should be frequent exchanges of visits at all levels. Presi- 
dent Jayawardene has accepted an invitation from President Ershad to visit 
Bangladesh at the earliest mutually convenient date, the Press release 
said. 


/9317 
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INDIAN WATER WITHDRAWAL AFFECTS ECOLOGY, ECONOMY 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES, in English 24 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


/9317 


The withdrawal of waters 
{rom the common rivers at 
several places in the upper rea- 
ches in India seriously affected 
the agro-economic structure and 
ecolegica] balance of Bangla~ 
desh, Mr Anisul Islam Mab.oud 
has said. » «f 


Addressing the concludin 
session of the 4-day workshop 
on environmental aspects of tl.e 
surface water problem the 
Minister said the effects would 
be far reaching in next tea 
years and the problem would 
be so acute that there could %e 
serious water crisis in the covn- 
try. 

He noted that tha. coustry 
was already facing salinity as 
a serious problem owing te 
withdrawal of waters from the 
Ganges, 


Presided over by Dr A Mo 


Sharafuddin Secretary, Science 
& Technology Division, .the 
function was addressed by Dr 
Saleemul Huq, Executive Dir- 
ector of the Bangladesh Centre 
for Advanced Studies (BCAS) 


Prof. Gerdoh Conway of ‘ the 
Imperial College. London, Dr 
At'q Rahman (CEMP) of the 
University of Aberdeen §cot- 
land UK and Mr Anil Aggarwal 
Director of the Centre for Sck 
ence and Technology, India, 


Noting other issues the Min- 
ister said that during the lear 
period plying of river vessele 


CSO: 4600/1034 
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in the major rivers particusarly 
Padma, has become impossible. 


Earlier, on the first day's 
session, chaired by Dr Saleernul 
Huq, the participants high» 
lighted problems of flooding of 
areas by surface water due to 


Jack of environmental consider- 
ation in the planning process 
which caused serious and some- 
time2 irreversible negative im- 
pact. : 
Presided over by Prof. Syed 
Safiullah the second day ses- 
sion the environmental pra 
cesses as they operate in their 
totality were also discussed in 
four sections | 


Concern was .ls0 expressed 
over the serious environmental 
Consequences due to diminish- 
ed flow of Ganges caused by 
enthropogenic interference at 
the upper irches of the Ganges. 


In the third day’s session, 
chaired by Dr Atiq Rahman 
the main issues discussed were 
(a) Biogeochemicai  interac- 
tions (b) Open waier fisheries 
(c) Pord systems and use of 


‘ Aequatic weeds, such as, Water 


hyacinth, This session also dis- 
cussed pavets on omestic pol- 
lution and Conservation Strate- 
gy of wil? life ‘n Bangladesh. 

Mr Hasnat A Hye, Director 
BARD called this gathering of 
National and International In- 
ter-disciplinery experts a his- 
toric occasion, 4. 


BANGLADESH 








PAPERS REPORT FOUNDING OF COMMUNIST MARXIST PARTY 


Founded by CPI-M Expellee 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN In English 28 Jul 86 p 9 


{Text ] 


INDIA 


‘TRICHUR, July 27—yYet another Communist Party 


was bofit in Kerala today when Mr M. V. Raghavan, MLA, 
who was expelled from th CPI(M) Jast month, hoisted the 
ed flag With the hammer and sickle minus the star here 
amid wild cheers by his supporters drawn from the Marxict 


‘Party, 


The Staté convention of the d!s- 

sident’ Marxists opposed to the 
“authoritarian” leadership of the 
old guards like Mr FE. M. Si Nam- 
boodifipad; .was, presided .over ‘vy 
Mr C. Vasudeva Menon, MLA, wha 
was suspended from the CPI(M) 
Levsislatute Party for supporting 
Mr Kadhavan’s alternativé lihe to 
the official policy. ; 
- “Mr C.-®.:Chakrapanl, MLA, ;wne 
was .remoyed: as whip. of the 
CPI(M) in the Kerala Assembly, 
moved the .political resolution 
which said the new party, called 
the Communitt Marxist: Party 
would follow the programmes, laid 
down by the seventh congress. of 
the CPL(M) held. In Calgytta in 
1964. shy Ri. 

‘Thousands of followers sporting 
hadées attended = tre Inaugural 
convention; sending tremors 
tHe Opposition Left Democratic 
Front. 


’ Denying the charge that he, had 
sucqumbed to. “communal politics" 


and “parliamentary — infatuation”, 
Mr Raghavan said he and his fol- 
lowers considered the Congress(1) 
as their malin enemy, Another con- 
vention of the CMP would be held 
In Cochin in’ October to elect its 
State committee. and ofMfice-bexrers. 
’ Mr Raghavan sa'd the program. 
mMa&adopled hy the 1964 CPriim) 
‘convention sald it was the party’s 
dilly to. bring ‘about a people's de- 
mocratic. revolution. “The United 
Front. tacti¢s 
this purpose should take into acco- 
unt the burgeoise contradictions, 
This means that the Front we 
forze should be against the Coneg- 
resa(I) and its Government con- 
trolled! by monopoly capitalism”, it 


bald. 


In order to achleve this, Mr Ra- 
said, the Marxjsts should 


ghavan 


Inaugural Convention 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH In English 28 Jul 86 p 4 


[Text] 


Trichur, July 27 (PTI): The lead- 
er of the newly-formed Commun- 
ist Marxist Party (CMP), Mr 
M.V. Raghavan, today ridiculed 
the. CPI(M) general secretary, 
Mr E.M.S. Namboodiripad’s new 


strategy of considering the Con-’ 
gress(I) as the party’s friend and 
foe at the same time. He re- 
, sented the CPI(M)’s campaign 
_ against the Shariat as it would 
‘only help the Congress(I) in the: 
' long run. 
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to be nursued for 


come openly against the .Corg- 
ress(I). The CMP = would do just 
‘that and strengthen the Left demo- 
cratic movement tn Kerala. 

Ilad the political line laid down 
for the Kerala Marxists by Mf Nam- 
boodiripad and his cohorts been 
pad applicable {im the cainrades 

the nelghbourinp States, Mr 
Raghavan ‘wWould‘not have heen 
able to mobilize as much support 


~a8 he had been able to dé Ih the 


short span of ' ‘one month af his 
expuision. =‘ ve = 

Mr Namboodiripad had ordained 
that the LDF in Kérala led ty the 


‘CPIIM) should mot have ang truck 
. With communal and castelst parties 


like the Muslim Lengiie and the 
Kerala Conearess, However, in Ta- 


-mil Nadu, the CPI(M) was aligned 


with Muslim League and in An- 
dbra Pradesh, with. the eveh more 
obscurantist Telugu. Desam. 


Addressing the inaugural con- 
vention of the CMP here, Mr 
Raghavan said his main differ- 
ence with the CPI(M) leadership 
was on the tactics to be adopted 
to fight “the main enemy, the 
Congress(I).” He said the CMP 








would fight the elections on its 
own if the CPI(M) objected to its 
inclusion in the Left Democratic 
Front (LDF). 

Mr Raghavan announced that 
ad hoc committees had been 
formed in all the 14 districts. 
District-level conventions would 
be held next month to elect 
office-bearers. The state confer- 


ence would be held in the mid- 
dle of October after the district 
conference, the CMP leader 
said. 


The political resolution 
adopted at today’s convention 
declared the CMP’s strong re- 
solve to follow the policies and 
programmes adopted at the 
seventh CPI(M) congress held in 
Calcutta in 1964 and to strive 
hard to become the “real Marx- 
ist party.” 


/13046 
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First major split since °64: To- 
day’s split in the Kerala unit of 
the CPI(M) was the first major 
one in the state since the historic 


CPI split in 1964. Even at the , 


time of the quitting of the ex- 


tremists in 1967 in the wake of | 


the Naxalbari uprising, neither 
was a separate party formed in 


<-* 


the state nor was there any con- . 
certed attempt to unite the dissi- - 


dents in the party. 


Several prominent leaders | 


like Mr K.P.R. Gopalan, Mr A.V. 


Aryan and Mr K. Chathunny | 
Master had left the party in the - 


last two decades but they did not 


form any new party. 
The impact of the CMP on the 


raak-and-file of the CPI(M) can- ' 


not be assessed immediately, 


though the leaders of the new’ 


party claim the support of 10 to 
15 percentof the hard-core mem- 
bers of the CPI(M). 
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CMP flag: The CMP will have a 
red flag with a sickle and ham- 
mer embossed on it. 


‘No threat to CPM’: Mr Nam- 


. boodiripad today said the newly- 
- formed Communist Marxist Par- 
_ty would in no way affect his 


party position in Kerala. 


Speaking at a public meeting 
in Coimbatore this evening, he 
said if the expelled leaders, in- 
cluding Mr Raghavan, who 
raised the banner of revolt 
against the party had any such 
“illusion” they would do well to 
remember the fate. of some of 
the prominent Communist lead- 
ers like K.P.R. Gopalan, who 
went into political oblivion after 
their expulsion from the party 
years ago. 





INDIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW CANADIAN ENVOY--Ottawa, July 26.--Mr James Harris, External Affairs 
Assistant Deputy Minister for Personnel since 1983, has been named Canada's 
High Commission to India and Ambassador to Nepal, it was announced here 
yesterday, reports AFP. [Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 
27 Jul 86 p 11] /13046 


KRISHNA BASIN OIL STRIKE--New Delhi, July 30: Cheers greeted the announcement 
in the Lok Sabha today that oil had been struck in the first well in the 
Krishna-Godavari basin, 60 km. east of Vijayawada. Mr.N.D. Tiwari, minister 
for industry, petroleum and natural gas, said the Kaikalur well-3 was producing 
light oil at the rate of 30 tonnes per day (about 220 barrels) through a 
half-inch choke. During testing, there was indication of oil in the limestone 
zone at a depth of 1,960 metres. Gas was found in eight of the 17 wells 
drilled on land in the basin. Kaikalur-3 is the first structure with oil. 
Five rigs are operating in the area. Replying to the queries made by some 
members in the Rajya Sabha, Mr. Tiwari said the new find would not affect the 
existing price structure of petroleum products. [Text' [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 31 Jul 86 p 9] /13046 


INDIA, USSR PROTOCOL--New Delhi, July 20. A protocol on youth programmes at 
the Festival of India in the USSR (1986-87) has been signed here. Mr. Farit 
Mukhametshin, Vice-Chairman of the Comuittee of Youth Organisations of the 
USSR and Mr. Chaturvedi, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Affairs, Government of India, represented the two countries. Mr. Mukhametshin 
told newsmen here on Saturday that the protocol outlined the broad directions 
on the programmes to be concretised when the Indian delegation visits Moscow 
in August. The final protocol was expected in September. While the 

Festival of India in the Soviet Union was slated to begin in June 1987, the 
Festival of USSR in India will begin in November 1987. Both the festivals, 
lasting one year each, would cover all the republics in the USSR and the 
States in India. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Jul 86 p 6] 

/13046 
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SCHEDULED CASTES PANEL--New Delhi, July 27 (PTI): The Congress(1) president, 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi, has appointed a 10 member committee to review programmes 

and policies relating to developmental activities and the protection of 
Scheduled Castes in Congress(I)-ruled states. The committee, which will be 
headed by the party vice-president, Mr Arjun Singh, will submit its report 

by September 30. The first meeting of the committee will be held on July 29. 
The other members of the committee are--Mr Bhagwat Jha Azad, Mr R.L. Bhatia 
(both AICC-I general secretaries), Mr Ram Sevak Choudhary, Mr Jagannath 
Pahadia, former chief minister of Rajasthan. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH 
in knglish 28 Jul 86 p 4] /13046 
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IRAN 


ARTICLE SUGGESTS LOW LRAQI MORALE COULD BRING DEFEAT 


Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Aug 86 p 1 


[Text | About 2 months away from the 16th anniversary of the Iran- 
Iraq war, which Iraq started on 22 September 1980, Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein on Saturday called upon the Iranian leaders to sue 
for an “honorable peace." He warned them against any new offen- 
sive which "could lead only to their own destruction." In an unu- 
sual move for a_ head of state, the Iraqi president addressed this 
warning to Teheran in an "open letter" which was read several times 
over Bagdad Radio. Some observers think it was intended mainly for 
domestic consumption, since Iragis are weary of the seemingly end- 
less war, and secondarily for the international community, uneasy 
about possible repercussions of the conflict. 


President Hussein's letter, however, contains nothing calculated 

to give the Imam Khomeiny pause in pursuit of hostilities until 

he has brought about the fall of the Baath regime. The letter sets 
forth the four conditions Bagdad demands in exchange for peace: 
total and unconditional withdrawal of both armed forces behind their 
respective international boundaries; exchange of war prisoners; 
signing a peace treaty; commitment from both parties to restore 
security and stability in the region. 


The religious rulers in Tehran, however, clinging to their Shiite 
beliefs, are not in the least inclined to accept conditions that 
would put the "aggressor" for whom they demand "chastisement" on 
an evil footing with themselves, perceived as "blameless victims." 
They demand, before there can be any move toward peace, that it be 
clearly established, once and for all, who started this war, and 
who is consequently morally and materially responsible for the 
damage done to Iran. Until such time as that fundamental demand 
is met, there is little hope that Iran will engage in peace nego- 
tiations with Irag, at least while Khomeiny lives. No amount of 
"open letters" to Baghdad will do the slightest good. 


In other words, this is total impasse, and there iS every reason 
to believe that the second half of 1986, often referred to in Iran 
as "the decisive year," will be a hot one. Tehran's "hard-liners" 
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are increasingly given to predictions that they will be mounting 
major operations again this fall. Hodjatoleslam Rafsanjani, who 
represents Khomeiny on the Superior Defense Council, recently an- 
nounced that September 1986 to March 1987 would be a "crucial moment 
in the history of Islam, of the region, and of the world." The 
hour has thus come in Iran, for mobilization, and every day the 
government announces new arrangements for fielding the greatest 
numbers of fighting men ever seen in the 6 years of conflict. The 
troubled economy, practically asphyxiated by the 50-percent decline 
in oil revenues, constitutes an additional argument for advocates 
of a swift victory. 


Will Iraq, as President Saddam Hussein claims in his "open letter," 
be able to cope with the new onset facing it? Iran does not seem 

tw have the necessary logistical structure to mount the breakthrouch 
that would bring its enemy, armed to the teeth by the Soviet Union 
and by France, to its knees. Tehran's leaders cherish no illusions 
on that score, but are counting instead on repeated telling blows— 
President Saddam Hussein has cited more than a score such since 

July 1982—to topple "the giant with feet of clay" in Bagdad. 


Lastly, the Achilles heel of the Baath regime in Iraq is the morale 
of an army and a population that, until now, has paid heavy tribute 
to continue a conflict they never sought and in which they parti- 
cipate only half-heartedly. If that morale is indeed shaken, as 
numerous rumors would seem to indicate, Iraq, absent some sensatio- 
nal coup de theatre at home, may will lose the Gulf War. 
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IRAN 


TRAINING PROJECT PRESENTED TO SUPREME COUNCIL 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 Jul 86 pp 1-2 


[Text] In the preparation of this project, views of the experienced educators 
and the positive aspects of the educational systems in other countries have 
been taken into consideration. 


The new project should be planned in a way that some of the graduates of the 
public schoois follow the path to universities and the rest, to make use of 
the skills learned, be absorbed in the job market of industry and agriculture. 


In recent years, some action such as developing appropriate programs, organi- 
zation of training groups and training of teachers under contract by the edu- 
cational system, have been taken, which are not encugh. 


The ideological, educational, cultural and economical foundation of the edu- 
cational system should be in harmony with the revolution and great ideals of 
Islam. 


Educational and Technical Services 


The general project to modify the educational system will be ready in the 
months to come and will be presented to the Supreme Revolution Council. To 
arrive at a comprehensive, appropriate (desirable) project, the views of ex- 
perienced educators and the positive aspects of the educational systems in 
other countries will be taken into consideration. 


These are the highlights of what Hojjat ol-Eslam Dr Ahmad Ahmadi, member of 
the Supreme Revolution Council and head of the committee for Fundemental 
Modification of Education in the Educational System said, in his exclusive 
interview with the KEYHAN reporter. 


First, in regard to the necessity of fundamental changes in the existing edu- 
cational system, he said: Every year tens of thousands of the children of 
this country graduate from public schools, of whom only 10 percent enter the 
universities and the rest are left without any skills in order to be absorbed 
by the job market. On the other hand, the styles of education are not such 
that these people coild be responsive to the needs of the society and country. 
Therefore, our general goal for the new project is to direct students who have 


63 








completed their general education, into different occupational branches so that 
some would go to universities and some, using the skills that they have learnt, 
would be absorbed by industry and agriculture. 


Dr Ahmadi added: based on the realization of this necessity, the Supreme 
Revolution Council has commissioned the Ministry of Education with the prepar- 
ation of the project for the fundamental change of the educational system; and 
in recent months, the Committee For Fundamental Modification of the Educational 
System has been attempting to achieve this goal through organizing specific 
groups and committees, And we hope to prepare and organize the appropriate 
(desirable) project, as soon as possible, to be presented to the Supreme Cul- 
tural Revolution Council for final consideration. 


He added: Of course during the years after the revolution, some actions have 
been taken in this regard and lack of communication between public schools and 
the universities and the existing shortcomings in education have been discussed 
and considered in different scientific and cultural meetings; included are 
actions taken by the Educational Commission of the Majlis which resulted in the 
preparation of the project which is still being worked on. 


Also within the public school system, projects such as providing suitable 
books, training of teachers under contract, organization of training groups, 
establishing continuous education programs and series of other activities have 
been completed which although are good and worthy of attention, they are not 
enough and more basic solutions ought to be sought. Because the ideological, 
educational, cultural and economic foundation of education should be in harmony 
with the revolution and the great ideals of Islam. 


In response to the question concerning what has been done in terms of collect- 
ing different views, especially from experienced educators to achieve better 
results, and whether the experiences of other countries will be taken into 
consideration or not, the head of the Committee for Modification of the Edu- 
cational System said: 


At the beginning of the work of the committees for the modification of the 
system, it was established that for information and use of the views and ex- 
periences of experienced and expert teachers, three qualified people from each 
province will be selected and invited to cooperate. Now these individuals are 
engaged in discussions and research and development, in related groups, using 
their expertise relevant to the location of their services. 


Also, the educational systems of other countries have been studied and investi- 
gated so that their positive aspects that are acceptable to our Islamic soci- 
ety, will be utilized. 


In response to the question concerning whether the changes in the system will 
be taking place in fractions or as an umbrella project, he said: 


The duty of this committee is only to design the new educatioual system; the 
details of its execution have not been discussed yet and if needed, it will be 


the duty of the committees to study the matter. 
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LRAN 


FREE ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY TO EMPLOY 500 FULL-TIME INSTRUCTORS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 9 Jul 86 p 18 


[Text] At the graduation of the year 64-65 [21 Mar 1985-20 Mar 1986] of the 
Free Islamic University, in its Tehran location where the professors and 
students were present, the president of the Free Islamic University announced 
that in the days to come, the problem of the educational exemption of the 
students who are eligible to enter military service will be dealt with and 
these students may continue with their studies. 


At the graduation ceremony of the Islamic University, held yesterday evening, 
first Engineer Shokrriz, Dean of Tehran Unit of the Free Islamic University, 
presented a report of the present educational situation and the educational 
plans of the unit for the next year, to the audience. Then Dr Jasebi, presi- 
dent of the Free Islamic University. in response to the opposition to the 
university, expressed his hope that the friends of the university would voice 
their criticism in addition to their support. 


He then referred to a list of problems of this university and said: our prob- 
lems are in three categories: opportunities, classroom space and hiring pro- 
fessors. In regard to opportunities, it must be said that shortages are not 
going to halt our movement. Today should be better than yesterday and tomor- 
row better than today. We should try to create necessary opportunities for 
the university. In regard to classroom space, I do not believe that we have 

a shortage of space but rather lack of harmony. This matter does not allow us 
to use the empty spaces available all over the place. 


In regard to hiring instructors (professors) he said: In the new year, Free 
Islamic Uaiversity will employ 500 full time instructors. 


Continuing his speech, he made comments in regard to the selection of instruc- 
tors and students and at the end announced that the third doctoral program of 
the university will be started in the next few days to come, 
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LRAN 


MINISTER ON SECURING NEEDED FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR INDUSTRIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 6 Jul 86 p 3 


[Text] Bakhtaran--KEYHAN Reporter--To secure raw materials and machinery from 
abroad, trade (barter) solutions are »deing considered. In the meantime, the 
owners of the industries may import the needed goods, within the defined regu- 
lations, by securing foreign exchange in the free market. 


This was stated by Engineer Shafe'i, minister of industries, in a four-day 
seminar of the heads of industrial offices of the country held in Bakhtaran, 
regarding the exchange problems and difficulties, raised by the audience. 


He also said: In our country, exports have not been taken seriously in the 
same way that attention has been paid to imports. There are 14 centers for 
import and one for export; and even that (one center) is confronted with many 
problems. Members of the cabinet spent a considerable amount of time, last 
week, in solving the problems related to exports. 


Engineer Shafe'i continued: The projects of National Industrial Office of 
Fars and Khuzestan are ready to accept people who would participate in these 
projects. These projects include: A cement factory, tire and light bulb 
factories, Samen (eighth) Serum Manufacturing, Crepe-Naz Black Chadar (fabric), 
Mazendaran wood and paper and other units which are ready to accept people to 
participate in the projects. 


In another part of his speech, Engineer Shafe'i referred to the present policy 
of the Ministry of Industries in regard to basic agreements and said: The 
Director Generals of Industries are asked to act freely on non-exchange basic 
agreements, and act according to the regulations in regard to the exchange 
agreements, 


On the same subject, he said: The 2,000-ton unit of Gharb Cement, with 600 
million tuman expenses, will soon be increased to a 4,000-ton unit and all the 
forces of private and public sectors may act on increasing the cement units. 


About the goals of this seminar, Engineer Shafe'i said: One of the main goals 
of this seminar could be the transfer of the united policies of the government 
and the Ministry of Industries to the Director Generals of the provinces on 

one hand, and sympathy and cooperation with our brothers at the province level, 


on the other. 
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He added: Today's conditions which are quite new and recent in our country, 
necessitate the adaptation of new ways and policies. 


In another part of his speech, referring to the imposed war, he discussed the 
present economical situation and stated: 


At the present time, we are involved in two significant and destiny making 
wars. One is the war in the fronts, of truth against falsehood in a military 
form and direct confrontation and the other an economical war, especially im- 
posed on our country in the recent months, which its weight and the damages 

it could bring us and its side-effects are by no means less than the military 
war. In another part of his speech, considering the cooperation of Iraq and 
America in the bombing of the economic centers of the country, he referred to 
the economic war and said: This war could be a determining one too. On the 
same subject, he analyzed the reduction of oil prices and the decrease of ex- 
change against the dollar, by the world superpowers and said: These conspir- 
acies have been designed to achieve the goals of striking blows on the economic 
ability of the Islamic Republic and to rescue the bankrupt West. It is 
definitely pursuing a bigger goal. Right now, the government collectively, to 
confront these conspiracies, is fighting with all of its possibilities. 
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IRAN 


URANIUM MINES DISCOVERED IN BALUCHESTAN 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 3 Aug 86 p 18 


[Text] Zahedan—KEYHAN Correspondent— Uranium and gas deposits have been discovered in 
Sistan va Baluchestan by experts from the Atomic Energy Organization and the National Iranian 
Oil Company, and it is hoped that through the efforts of this organization steps will be taken to 
extract them. 


This was announced by Engineer Jahanbakhsh, Deputy Governor-General of Sistan va 
Baluchestan for Development, at the end of a two-day seminar in Zahedan to study geological and 
mining capabilities in this province. 


He added: To date the extent and quality of these deposits have not been determined. 
Fortunately, at this seminar the pertinent organizations have been charged with expediting 
studies to find and extract uranium and gas deposits. 


He added: The deposits which have been measured and prepared for mining through the efforts of 
the pertinent organizations, especially the Sistan va Baluchestan Office of Mines, include quarries 
for clay, lime, construction stone, facial stone, kaolin, and gypsum. In addition to domestic uses, 
these deposits have good export capability. Organizations and private sector groups may obtain 
permits to mine them from this office. 


The Deputy Governor-General of Sistan va Baluchestan for Development then added: In order to 
extract magnesium, plans were also made at this seminar so that as soon the Geology 
Organization discovers deposits of this mineral a magnesium processing plant will be installed at 
the mine site. 


He noted that according to studies which have been made, the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan 
has good deposits of non-metallic ores, and so far nine of them have been exploited. He added: 
Concerning mining industries, it has been proposed that the Ministry of Jndustry issue agreements 
in principle for stone cutting only in the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan, and to establish special 
priorities in order to encourage and give preference to applicants wishing to establish stone-cutting 
factories. 


Concerning the discovery of deposits by the Foundation for the Oppressed, Engineer Jahanbakhsh 
added: The decision was made at this seminar that agreements in principle would be issued by 
the pertinent ministries for the establishment of lime production units with capacities of 100, 200, 
and 300 tons, the production of slaked and powdered lime, brick production with an annual 
capacity of 60 million bricks, and 15 million earthenware bricks and flat and facade stones. 
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He added: The proposal was also made at this seminar to make a series of exceptions in the 
Ministry of Mines and Metals for applicants due to the province’s position. 


Continuing his remarks, the Deputy Governor-General of Sistan va Baluchestan for Development 
added: Plans were made at this seminar for the National Mining Company, which so far has not 
been active in this province, to make plans beginning next year for exploiting the deposits in this 
province. Concerning powdered stone and packaging, a decision was also made to issue an 
agreement so that exports cculd be made in addition to domestic consumption. 


In conclusion he added: The proposal was made at this seminar that investment organizations 
such as the Foundation for the Oppressed, the banks, the Social Security Organization, and others 
would be able to invest in the prefabricated concrete project which has been undertaken by ‘he 
Ministry of Industries. Plans were also made to invoke Credit Note 14 for the Central Office of 
Mines in connection with two mining projects, so that it would be able to begin work this year. 
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IRAN 


TURNING MINES TO PRIVATE SECTOR, MINERAL EXPORT DISCUSSED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 4 Aug 86 pp 1-2 


[Text] Zahedan—KEYHAN Correspondent—Moti’ian, Deputy Minister of Mines and Metals for 
Equipment and Operations, and Almas, Deputy Minister for Geology and Exploration in this 
ministry, who had come to the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan to study mining and geological 
activities there, gave an exclusive interview to KEYHAN in which they answered questions. 


At the outset, Moti’ian, Deputy Minister of Mines and Metals for Equipment and Operations, 
discussed activities by the private sector in the area of operating the company’s mines. He said: 
The areas of operation which have been set aside for the cooperative and private sectors under the 
new mining law fal] into two distinct categories. The cooperatives are being permitted to operate 
the mines, and the private sector may operate mines under extraction and sales contracts, which 
carry permission to operate for a period of six years. He added: We currently have about 600 
active extraction and sales contracts with the private sector, and there are about 150 mining 
cooperatives operating in the country. All of the mining cooperatives which were established after 
the revolution are still active. 


He discussed the measures which have been taken by this ministry to facilitate the export of 
mining products. He said: The Ministry of Mines and Metals published a list of mining products 
whose reserves and production are high in the country, and a general authorization to export them 
has been granted for this year, with no requirement that the exporter obtain permission from the 
Ministry of Mines and Metals. Another measure taken in this regard was the revision of export 
rates. There was a proposal to design currency contracts for a great many mining products so as 
to make this activity competitive enough to allow entry into international markets. The Council of 
Ministers of announced recently that established currency rates had been reduced 15 to 30 percent 
for certain mining products. The third measure pertains to the transport of mining products. As 
has been stated, the Islamic republic’s shipping line has made good arrangements for exporters, 
and we hope that this problem, which has been a basic difficulty for exporters of heavy and bulky 
mining products, has been solved, and that exporters of mining products will be able to 
significantly increase their exports due to the greater convenience and increased facilities which 
have been provided. 


Concerning exports from the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan, Moti’ian added: Of course mining 
work does not have deep roots in the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan. This activity has begun 
in the last few years, and a number of existing mines are meeting the province’s domestic needs. 
Recently mines have gone into operation which produce facade and decorative stone, and they are 
mostly good mines. Some of the output from these mines is shipped out of the province, and we 
are hoping in the future to ship mining products from this province abroad. 
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The Deputy Minister of Mines and Metals for Equipment and Operations was asked: In view of 
the fact that 50 mining deposits have been identified in the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan, and 
that as of the year 1364 [21 Mar 1985 — 20 Mar 1986] only 11 mines had gone into operation, 
are there plans to put other mines into operation in the province or not? He answered: Most of 
the deposits which have been identified in this province need to have their proven reserves 
specified. The report on the characteristics of these deposits must be go to the Supreme Mining 
Council for disposition. These steps have been taken in the last two years. The primary focus has 
been to insure that the mining cooperatives are local people we can employ who can work with 
their own capital investment. This work is being done. All mine workers in other parts of the 
country for whom the available mining work does not permit the expansion of mining affairs due 
to the lack of a market are invited to come and work in this province, where they will be able both 
to admirably meet this province’s domestic needs and to export products. In any case, we are 
waiting for manpower and capital to equip the mines which have been discovered. 


Moti’ian was asked: Do you have a plan, prior to export, to convert extracted mining products to 
merchandise or better products, for which more foreign exchange is earned? He answered: The 
ultimate aim in operating the country’s mines is to work with the significant added value applied 
to our surplus mining products, along with the mining products we can sell on international 
markets. In this regard, the chief projects being carried out by the Ministry of Mines and Metals, 
such as the lead and zinc foundry project, the project to establish a magnesium furnace and others 
such as the Sar Cheshmeh mines which are now being operated, all illustrate the fact that we do 
not wish to export mining products as raw materials. Rather, we will make them into other 
products and ship them abroad with added value. In some cases, however, due to the lack of 
industrial capability, only certain intermediate operations are done, such as concentrating the ore 
and raising its quality. 


He was asked: The country’s mineral deposits vary in their richness and purity from one land 
area to another. The private sector, due to profit and commercial motives, will certainly operate 
mines at the richer deposits where the costs are lower and the process is faster, and it will 
abandon the lower-grade deposits where the costs of extraction are higher and the work more 
difficult. In view of the bad consequences of such a tendency, what provisions have been made to 
prevent it in the mining regulations? He said: In general this does not hold true. This was 
mainly a problem to some extent prior to the triumph of the revolution. Work is authorized under 
the new mining law and the provisions that have been made, with the channels of supervisory 
control in the Ministry of Mines and Metals. Prior to that, for every mine where operations are to 
take place a plan of operations is written. This plan is sent by the inspection commission to the 
Supreme Mining Council. After the plan is judged to be workable and it is determined that it 
conserves reserves and conducts exploration in the course of operations and provides for the health 
and continued vitality of the mine, authorization to work is issued. This tendency is thus 
prevented to some extent by the provisions under the Mining Law for mining operations. 


Continuing this interview, brother Almas, Deputy Minister of Mines and Metals for Geology and 
Exploration, discussed the activities that have been carried out in geology and exploration in the 
area, and the Ministry of Mines and Metals’ plans to continue studying and utilizing deposits that 
have been found. He said: In general, geological maps form the basis for exploration and 
development activities. We can see that in general in order for industry to operate, in activities 
ranging from the selection of factory building sites to the procurement of raw materials, it needs 
geological maps. Therefore at the first step geological maps are needed. Fortunately we have 
worked throughout Iran at a scale of one to 250,000, and by the end of this year [20 March 
1987], God willing, the entire country will be covered on a scale of one to 250,000, including the 
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Province of Sistan va Baluchestan, where the task of preparing geological maps on a scale of one 
to 250,000 is almost complete with the exception of Iranshahr. Along with this, in areas that 
have mining potential we have worked with geological maps on a scale of one to 100,000, and this 
has been done well also in the Province of Sistan va Baluchestan. We can say that this province 
is the best one in Iran in terms of its coverage by geological maps at scales of one to 250,000 and 
one to 100,000, and that the work done is of high quality. We can also say that exploratory 
digging and geochemical exploration have also been done here. In this regard we may say that we 
have indications and potential, but in order to conduct operations on a deposit we must have 
complete geological and exploratory studies in order to identify proven reserves and complete 
technical and economic studies. 


The first phase of the exploration of this area is almost complete, both in terms of geological 
studies, exploratory digging and geochemical exploration. We are now making plans on the basis 
of the information that we have in order to determine which areas are workable, in order that we 
may begin exploring in the future through exploration projects. 


He was asked: The country’s national officials are trying to avoid relying on an economy based on 
one product such as oil. In the area of mining operations and exploration, are you implementing a 
plan? He answered: Exploration is a fundamental issue, and it is such that we cannot look one 
step ahead. We must conduct explorations with precise planning and for the years ahead. That 
is, if this plan is implemented, we will achieve results in seven or eight years. Therefore, in view 
of the problems that we now uave, careful attention must be given to exploration, and we must 
make exploration resources available throughout the country, and we must begin exploration 
activity with comprehensive plans in order to obtain results from these measures in future years. 
In general, throughout the country, we divide those substances which are needed by indust~ and 
which are included in export plans into three groups. One group is the mined substances which 
have great potential, but for which operational problems must be solved before they can be 
extracted. The second group is substances which have sufficient potential, but which have many 
problems we must solve for their use and conversion to products with added value. The third 
group consists of about thirty mined substances for which we must plan exploration carefully. 
They are substances whose status is almost unknown to us. Therefore, in connection with these 
30 substances we are completely involved in planning. A number of them are being treated in 
exploration projects. Projects are ready to be carried out for others, and we must provide 
equipment, funding, and manpower in order to implement them. For example, exploration 
projects we are now carrying out include phosphate and bauxite. Alumina is produced from this 
bauxite, and alumina is a raw material for aluminum, and in the future they will be used in 
aluminum industries. There is an alunite exploration project, which is also used to procure the 
raw material for the aluminum industries. We are also conducting magnesium exploration, and 
we are hoping to complete this project this year. This magnesium is in the Nohbandan area of 
Birjand. There is also a series of projects ready to implement, such as the asbestos project, also in 
the Nohbandan area. If resources become available, those projects can be implemented. We are 
now conducting preliminary studies for the other substances. If we achieve results we will then 
prepare exploration projects which will ultimately lead to exploration activities. Among those, in 
this province magnesium may be mentioned, for which our colleagues in the Geology Organization 
have seen potential in the Zahedan area. Their studies are continuing, and if they reach positive 
results their findings will be presented in the form of an exploration plan. Brother Almas was 
asked: What was the aim of forming this seminar, and in your view has this seminar been 
effective in the advancement of mining operations and exploration? He said: One of the aims of 
this seminar, which was formed by the governor-general’s office, was to inform participants of the 
province’s geological and mining capacities. Various experts from the Geological and Atomic 
Energy Organizations, the Ministry of Petroleum, the Central Office of Mines and Metals, and 





other insiders in mining and exploration participated in this seminar and presentec tneu 
knowledge, and the totality of this information will clearly aid them in the course of ther 
activities. The point is that the results of this seminar must be pursued and implementec. [+ 
brothers also had views on the matter of expioration. With regard to geology, the activities whict 
have been carried out throughout this time were reviewed. 


With regard to exploration, in view of the information we have from the province, we formed 
committees in the Geology Organization, and they have worked on this information. They have 
carefully stipulated which substances are worthy of continued work. Concerning those for which 
continued work is necessary, resources must be provided, whether through the Geology 
Organization, the Ministry of Mines and Metals, the Central Office of Mines and Metals, as well 
as the resources of the province and the resources of the ministry, and this path must be 
continued. We also had some information about uranium. In view of the fact that uranium 
exploration is done by the Atomic Energy Organization by law, this information was provided to 
the Atomic Energy Organization for use, and for its own planning regarding future exploration 
In any case, the important thing is that the results of this seminar, which will become clear in 
committees and meetings and will give direction to exploration and mining activities in this 
province, must be pursued. We hope results will be obtained, and they will be obtained. 
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PAKISTAN 


TEHRIK-E ISTIQLAL LEADER ASGHAR KHAN ON NATION'S PROBLEMS 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 22-30 Jun 86 pp 8-15 


[Interview with Asghar Khan, leader of the Tehrik-e Istiqlal party, at his 
residence in Abbotabad; by Zahid Malik, editor of HURMAT; time and date not 
specified] 


[Excerpts] [Question] What do you think about Pakistan's present political 
Situation? 


[Answer] This is a complex question, and I shall have to answer in several 
parts. Martial law has ended after 809 years, but I think Mr Junejo's govern- 
ment represents a continuation of martial law. Now, however, people are 
waking up to this fact. Soon they will begin to clamor for a genuine change, 
and a pleasant change will occur. 


[Question] Do you think Miss Benazir's return to Pakistan has had any effect 
on the political climate of the country? It is said that before Miss Benazir 
returned to Pekistan, she had not only come to terms with the regime but also 
agreed on the rules of the game. What do you think about that? 


[Answer] I cannot say anything, I do not know anything for certain. But her 
return is a good thing. Many important members of her party are still abroad, 
but she has come back to organize her party. She has every right to make 
public speeches and present her ideas to the people. Every political leader 
has that right. As for the effect she will have on the political climate of 
the country, only time will tell. 


[Question] Are you against Bhuttoism? 


[Answer] We are against Bhuttoism, but we think Benazir has every right to 
present her manifesto to the nation. We were part of the People's Party when 
it was politically very weak, but when it came to power we saw its true char- 
acter. We have had personal experience of Bhuttoism. If that is the sort of 
rule Benazir means to provide, we are most definitely against it. We will not 
let it come back. But, as I said before, she has every right to take her pro- 
gram to the people. That is democracy. 


[Question] The president said some time ago--and a federal minister has 
repeated--that the People's Party is receiving money from a foreign power. 
What is your opinion about this? 





[Answer] The government should not make allegations without solid proof. If 
it has proof, why does it not take the nation into its confidence? It is not 
enough to allege that capital is coming from abroad. When our party, the PNA, 
was leading a movement against Bhutto, it was said by the government at that 
time that we were receiving dollars from the United States to make trouble in 
the country. In reality, it was a popular movement against the misrule of 

the Bhutto regime. 


[Question] Do you, as an experienced politician, think that the agitation 
caused by Benazir will result in a clash between her and the regime? Do you 
think it will hamper the democratic movement and lead to the reimposition of 
martial law? 


[Answer{ The government is threatening us with the reimposition of martial 
law, but it seems to forget that a new martial law will be imposed by a new 
general. The real threat is to the government's position. We are under 
martial law even now. We will only see a change of generals. We are not 
afraid of martial law or of a clash with the regime. Our aim just now should 
be to save our army from destruction. The army, as an institution, should be 
kept away from politics. Politics should be entirely in the hands of the 
public representatives. The only way to do that is to educate the common 
people politically. We believe that no military man in active service should 
be allowed to take part in politics. His place is in the barracks. 


[Question] Since democracy has been restored in the country, don't you think 
we should now begin to develop all our democratic institutions step by step? 
The more progress democracy makes under Mr Junejo, the less the army will 
interfere in politics. 


[Answer] We do not believe that democracy has been restored. The army has a 
permanent place in the present government. The present assemblies are assem- 
blies of loyalties. Only some are more loyal than others. The president was 
right when he said that everybody is in the same boat. General Zia, the 
prime minister, the speaker, the IPG and the OPG will rise and fall together. 
All of them want to keep the status quo. People should remember that in the 
present government, the power is in the hands of the army. The eighth amend- 
ment has given the president, who is also the Army chief of the staff, 
unlimited power. The army is all-powerful in the country. We are against 
this. That is why we did not take part in the elections. We think that no 
problems in the country will be solved as long as the political parties do 
not take part in the elections and the supreme power is not handed over to a 
Civilian government. 


[Question] So you agree with the president on one point? 


[Answer] Yes, I agree with him when he says that the whole administration is 
in the same boat. 
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[Question] -We were talking about a clash. You said you were not afraid of a 
clash with the administration, but don't you think that if such a situation 
arises, India will repeat what it did in East Pakistan and help the separatist 
movement in Sind? Some people in Sind are talking about a Bangladesh. 


[Answer] At the beginning of the interview you asked me not to say anything 
that would cause despair in the country, but the truth is that the situation 
1s full of dangers. These dangers are internal as well as external. In Sind, 
you can hear echoes of what happened at the time Bangladesh was created, but 
nobody seems to notice the danger that is looming. Pakistan has already been 
split in two, and we do not want to go through that experience again. Military 
rule is at the bottom of all the trouble. The Junejo government has the sup- 
port of the army, and the president represents the army. When people believe 
they are being oppressed, they will rise in rebellion. The only way to dispel 
the sense of deprivation in the smaller provinces is to remove the military 
dictatorship. The politicians should have the supreme power. In our country 
the political parties have been made powerless and their leaders are being 
ill-treated. To what extent the sense of deprivation in the smaller provinces 
is based on facts is another question. But this sense of deprivation does 
exist, and only political parties can eliminate it. The people have faith in 
their representatives. They go to them when they are in trouble. They cannot 
go to the army. Why are we repeating the blunders of the past? Things are in 
a bad way just now, and anything can happen. 


[Question] Now that we are talking about Sind, do you think that the recent 
increase in the incidents of theft and dacoity in that province has a political 
‘ause? 


[Answer] I don't think there is a political cause behind these incidents, but 
unemployment and a sense of deprivation can lead people to commit such crimes. 
The people in Sind cannot find jobs, and unemployment is on the increase. The 
causes are economic. The Sindhis are angry because they think they are being 
ruled by another province. Even their governor is from another province. They 
want self-government. The prime minister is always holding meetings to ascer- 
tain the cause of disturbances in Sind. Even the cabinet has often pondered 
this matter. All this shows that matters have completely gotten out of the 
control of the administration. The chief minister has admitted that hundreds 
of groups of dacoits are active in the province. An administration that cannot 
keep law end order in the province should resign. This problem cannot be 
solved by sending the army to crush the rebels. 


[Question] Now a few questions about our foreign policy. How would you solve 
the Afghan problem? 


[Answer] I think we should learn to face facts. We are not a powerful nation, 
and we cannot fight against everybody. Those we are fighting against are our 
neighbors, while our allies are thousands of miles away. It is in our own 
interest to increase the number of our friends and decrease the number of our 
enemies. 
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[Question] Do you think we should talk to Babrak Karmal and Najibullah 
directly? 


[Answer] Yes, I would like that. If you sincerely want to solve a problem, 
why not discuss it directly with the other party? Pakistan is on bad terms 
with India, too. If we cannot make friends with India, we should at least 

be on good terms with Afghanistan. They have an embassy in Islamabad, and we 
have one in Kabul. What is there to prevent us from having direct talks with 
them? 


[Question] Do you think there is a danger of the Soviets invading Pakistan? 
Do you agree with those who say that when the Afghan Mujahedin fight for their 
freedom, they also fight to save Pakistan from the grip of the Soviets? 


[Answer] I do not agree with those who think that, because I know that con- 
quering new lands is not included in their world policy. They already have 

so much land under their control that adding to it would only increase their 
problems. Widening their borders further is not a part of their strategy. 
Even supposing the Soviets want to enter Pakistan, wisdom demands that we make 
friends with them instead of fighting back. 


[Question] I think you are the only politician that believes that the Soviets 
do not want to invade Pakistan. 


[Answer] Only God knows the truth, but when I put myself in their place, I 
think that invading Pakistan is not in the ‘interests of the Soviets. 


[Question] Do you mean to say that you think that when you put yourself in 
the place of Gorbachev? 


[Answer] I mean to say that our borders are insecure and that our attitude 
toward the Soviets should be realistic. 


[Question] If the Soviets have no desire to occupy our country and include 
its "warm water" in their territory, why did they go into Afghanistan in the 
first place? 


[Answer] I would like to answer that question in some detail. As I have 
explained in my book, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was not a sudden 
event. It all happened gradually. Do you remember that when Pakistan was 
created, Afghanistan did not recognize it? That is when our enmity with that 
country started. Our bureaucrats behaved like British imperialists and forgot 
that Pakistan had no empire to give it strength. The rulers of Afghanistan 
quarreled with us because of their own internal troubles, but they did not 
attack us even in 1965 when our position was vulnerable because of our war 
with India. They did not even bring their armies to our borders. But 
Pakistan's attitude toward Afghanistan has always been one of opposition. 
That is because no strong political government has ever ruled here. This 
country was always ruled by bureaucrats who acted as they had been trained 

to act by their British masters. These bureaucrats refused to give the 
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Afghans anything they asked for. The Afghans asked for passage through 
Karachi, and we refused it. They asked us to extend the Pakistani railroad 
another 10 miles so that they could bring their merchandise to Pakistan with 
greater ease, and we refused. Time and again we made trouble for Afghanistan 
by sealing our borders with it. They could not cross our borders. Under such 
conditions, what could the Afghans do but make friends with the Soviets? The 
Soviet influence increased gradually until, just because of our shortsighted 
and narrowminded policies, Afghanistan went entirely into the Soviet bloc. 

Now that the Soviets are there because of our folly, we should not fight with 
them. If they say they want to quit Afghanistan, we should believe them and 
give them a chance to keep their promise. We should talk to them; otherwise 
the Soviets can prove to be really dangerous for us. They can make the Afghans 
invade Pakistan. Why are we interfering in a war that is not ours? Our quarrel 
with the Soviets can only benefit the United States. Four years ago the U.S. 
undersecretary for South Asia said in a statement before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee: "We do not want the Soviets to get a passage to the gulf. 
The Mujahidin are fighting, not Pakistan's, but our war against the Soviets." 
If the United States does not want the Soviets to enter Pakistan, the Soviets 
do not want the United States to get bases in our country and start spying on 
the movements of the Soviet troops. The thing for us to do is to keep both 
Superpowers at arm's length. If we are friendly with either of them the other 
is sure to punish us. This is the dilemma of our strategic position. 


[Question] Recentiy the Soviet ambassador visited you at Abbotabad. You must 
have discussed the Afghan question with him? 


[Answer] Yes, I have met with him twice. Once he invited me to dinner at 
Islamabad and once he visited me at my home. We discussed many things, includ- 
ing the accident at Chernobyl, but we did not talk about Afghanistan. So what 
I am saying has no connection with my meeting with the Soviet ambassador. I 
have been saying for the last 6 years that we must not become a pawn in the 
hands of the United States. It will ruin us. The United States wants the 
Soviets to meet the same fate in Afghanistan as it met in Vietnam. Why should 
we interefere in a war which is not ours? 


[Question] There is a general impression that your party has a soft spot in 
its heart for the United States. Some people even say that your party i the 
United States' "B team" in Pakistan, and that you only pretend to be pro Soviet. 


[Answer] I don't care what people say. I don't know whether it is Zia, Benazir 
or somebody esle that has a soft spot for the United States, but we are telling 
the truth. You can draw fron it any conclusion you please. Time will show who 
is whose agent in this country. We do not say we should antagonize the United 
States; we only say we should make friends with the Svoiets, too. The Soviet 
ambassador said to me that his country wanted to give a lot to Pakistan, but 
that Pakistan is not willing to accept anything from it. The Soviets want to 
help us and have Eastern Europe help us, but we are too frightened of the 

United States to accept this help. We have put all our eggs in one basket. 
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[Question] Now one last question. It is about India. Don't you think the 
way the Pakistan Government is trying to make a friendship and no-war pact 
with India will hurt our national dignity? Our friendship with India may 
cost us the Sia Chen. 


[Answer] Our government has no choice. If it had been on good terms with the 
Soviets, its position would have been different. That is why I insist that we 
make friends with the Soviets. If we are on good terms with them, our foreign 
policy will be dignified and strong. Otherwise, we shall have to make friends 
with India on its conditions. Our western border influences our foreign policy. 
Our national strategy should be to make our western border a "border of peace." 
Only then will our friendship with india be dignified. Another thing: the 
Structure of our army is all wrong. Its structure is exactly what it was in 
the days of British imperialism. Our country needs a people's army. That 

will bring down the cost and increase the strength of the armed forces in our 
country. Neither the previous regimes nor the present one has thought about 
this. This is because the people are not with the government. 
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PAKISTAN 


KHAR SEEN AS POTENTIAL RIVAL TO BENAZIR BHUTTO 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 15 Jun 86 pp 10-11 


[Article by Sayed Anwar Ghalib: "Ghulam Mustafa Khar and His Followers Will 
Take Over PPP" ] 


[Excerpts] Ghulam Mustafa Khar, former chief minister of Punjab and former 
governor of Pakistan, whom Mr Bhutto had chosen as his successor and had sent 
to negotiate with Mujeeb, is going to demonstrate his political clout very 
soon. He will take over the offices of the PPP in Punjab and the other three 
provinces. His return to Pakistan will cause a political upheaval. He will 
lead Punjab and challenge the leadership of the present chief minister of 
Sindh, of Benazir Bhutto, Pir Pagara, and Mumtaz Ali Bhutto. He will oppose 
groups supporting such concepts as confederation, Free Baluchistan, Sindhu 
Desh, Pakhtoonistan, and a greater Punjab. He will also fight the pro-Soviet 
communists with his Islam-loving democratic groups. To this end, he has 
called a very important meeting of the PPP in London. Soon after this meeting 
he will announce his plans and return to Pakistan, and here he will start his 
campaign before Miss Benazir starts her second round of political activities. 


Mr Khar will take up the leadership of the PPP and force the government to 

open a dialogue. He will get the PPP registered so it can take part in the 
next general elections. It is expected that Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, former 
governor of NWFP Nasir Allah Babar, Sindh's Mir Ali Ahmed Talpur, and 
Baluchistan's Nawab Mohammad Akbar Bagti will cooperate with him. Nawab of 
Qilat and Mir Ghaush Bax Raisani may also be ready to work with him Miss 
Benazir might go abroad again. It is interesting and surprising news that 
independent members of the parliament and Sayed Funhar Imam are also support- 
ing Khar and will join the PPP under his leadership. Some of Khar's supporters 
are asking him to start a new political party, while others would like to see 
the PPP cease being the personal property of the Bhutto family. They want to 
take over all its offices and funds. Ghulam Mustafa Khar will throw all the 
communists that follow Soviet orders out of the party and establish a new 
political coalition of Islamic groups just as he did in 1970. According to 
knowledgable political observers, Miss Benazir and Mrs Nasrat Bhutto are very 
frightened of Mr Khar's return. They have begun to understand the new develop- 
ment in Punjabi politics. Their party is strife-torn as a result of Hanif 
Ramay's arrogance. The day Khar arrives in Pakistan, most of the party workers 
will join Khar and recognize him as their leader. Khar will also be able to 
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form parliamentary support groups in the provincial and national assemblies as 
well as in the Senate. At the same time, Maulana Kausar Niazi and Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi will join forces to ward off communists, Mirzais [Ramay's fol- 
lowers], and socialists. There is no dearth of representatives in assemblies 
who will be ready to join Khar to fight "Bhuttoism." 


Ghulam Mustafa Khar will be willing to negotiate for a 4-year interim adminis- 
tration with President Zia and Prime Minister Junejo. He believes in using 
all democratic and religious groups of Punjab against the confederation, 

G. M. Sayed, Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, and Benazir Bhutto. He believes that once a 
real parliamentary democracy based on the 1973 constitution is established, 
Pakistan can be saved from further divisions and can challenge India as a 
strong democratic country. He wants to eliminate the Mirzais and communists 
from his party and replace them with the patriotic workers who have ivong been 
neglected. We cannot rule out a political association with Jamaat-e Islami 

or the PDP, since both parties can become active in favor of Islamization 
against the MRD. However, this is a very remote possibility. Most of the PPP 
offices in Punjab have already started implementing Khar's orders. As soon as 
Khar announces his plan, all offices and funds will be removed from Benazir's 
control. 


According to political sources, Mrs Bhutto had strongly opposed Henazir's 
return to Pakistan. Benazir, however, ignored her mother and returned to 
Pakistan on her own. She had a secret pact with the pro-Soviet communists 
and Mirzais to join all secular forces in Pakistan and challenge the Islamic 
government. 


When Khar returns to Pakistan, the rallies welcoming him will much larger 
than the one that had gathered to see Benazir because his supporters did not 
join those rallies. Members of the Musawat Party, however, did join those 
rallies; the opportunism of Dr Mubassar Husan left them stranded. The death 
of J.A. Rahim has totally paralyzed the pro-Chinese communists. Therefore, 
the possibility of some members of the ruling [Muslim League] party joining 
Khar is not only strong but definite. It is also conceivable that Mr Khar 
will become depwty prime minister or defense minister during the interim 
period and cooperate with the government in solving various national and pro- 
vincial issues. The present internal and external dangers are a source of 
concern to Khar. 

- 
On his return to Pakistan, Mr Khar will expose the MRD plan to establish a 
confederation and Miss Bhutto's conspiracy with the Mirzai group and the com- 
munists. It is expected that he will also expose their schemes to import 
money and weapons from other countries. According to some sources, Miss Bhuttc 
has made secret pacts with Qaidiani Ahmedi and the Lahore Mirzai groups. She 
has also promised to name a socialist Mirzai to be foreign or defense minister 
in her cabinet. The PPP has promised the Mirzai group the communications, 
finance and education portfolios. All Ahmedia mission members are working 
inside the country and abroad to help organize Miss Bhutto's faction. Miss 
Bhutto has also agreed to hold joint party elections and give the presidency 
of the country to a pro-Soviet communist. She wants to adopt the 1973 


81 








constitution in the form it was passed on 14 August 1973. She does not like 
the seven amendments made by her father; she considers those amendments grave 
political mistakes made by Mr Bhutto. She believes that Mr Bhutto's greatest 
mistake was to accept the national unity of Pakistan. According to Benazir, 
this was tantamount to political suicide for Mr Bhutto, resulting in his 
losing power and being hanged. She is even willing to negotiate with Presi- 
dent Zia for some military pressure for political gain. 
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PAKISTAN 


BENAZIR BHUTTO DESCRIBED AS SELLING OUT TO SUPERPOWERS 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 22-30 Jun 86 pp 18-20 


[Article by Ibne Ismail: “Pakistan's Crime: It Refused Air Bases to the 
United States” ] 


[Excerpts] The story of the PPP's relations with the United States is an old 
one. It is a known fact that the PPP was started in the United States by 

Mr Bhutto after a lot of “thought.” The United States supported this party 
until its founder fell from grace. It appears that the United States needs 
the PPP now, and no one is surprised at this. All patriotic politicians and 
intelligent Pakistanis should remember that both the United States and the 
Soviet Union, regardless of their agreement or disagreement on various issues, 
do not support Islamic rule in Pakistan. They do not want a political power 
that wants Pakistan to emerge as a traditional Islamic country. Ziaul Haq 
hinted at this in his address to the members of the newly established Islamic 
Nazriati Council [Islamic | Ideological Council] when he said that Islamization 
in Pakistan was being opposed at an international level. We cannot expect 
foreign powers to stay quiet at a time when the Sharict [Islamic religious and 
social laws] bill appears to be about to pass in the National Assembly. 
Obviously, these powers will use “their people” in Pakistan to stop this 
trend. The PPP will fill this bill. An Indian journalist, commenting on 
Stephen Solarz' use of Benazir's warm welcome as a call for midterm elections, 
wrote a few weeks ago, “The attendance at these welcome rallies indicates that 
Miss Benazir is a secular socialist.” It is expected that the Kremlin, 
Washington, and New Delhi will support Benazir, since they all want a "Bhutto 
Pakistan” instead of an Islamic Pakistan. This journalist further analyzed 
Benazir's politics in his article entitled “Islamic Pakistan Unacceptable to 
Washington and Moscow,’ in the following words: “Benazir used every deroga- 
tory term against President Zia in order to weaken his position. Benazir, in 
an interview given to the PRESS TRUST OF INDIA in London, warned Zia to stop 
helping the Sikhs. She must have been thinking about Rajiv Gandhi when she 
promised that the PPP would follow a nonaligned path in international poli- 
tics. She did not think it necessary to have another pact with india as long 
as the Simla Agreement was in effect. Miss Benazir considers military 
spending a waste of national wealth, and she added tnat the present government 
had made Pakistan very weak and the army had failed to eradicate the country 
problems.” 
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Another Indian journalist believes that the fact that Benazir is a woman has 
played an important role in the great welcome accorded her. According to this 
journalist, the fact that she is a woman can also cause problems. Haseena 
Wajid is being used for the same purpose in Bangladesh. This journalist 
believes that a look at the circumstances that propelled Indira Gandhi to 
power may explain the present situation. The powerful and very influential 
media used by both superpowers can mesmerize people into believing that a 
woman leader is their last hope. Elections can be won by the sympathy gener- 
ated by a woman candidate and by increased support from women voters. This 
strategy is being used in Benazir's case. This journalist objected when 
foreign correspondents repeatedly asked Benazir Bhutto if she would bring Zia 
to trial when she is elected. This question is being repeated to give people 
the impression that Benazir is the future prime minister of Pakistan. Some 
people have asked why this power bloc chose Benazir over Martaza Bhutto. The 
answer to this question is simple: the fact that Benazir is a woman is to her 
advantage. In addition, Martaza has been stigmatized by his association with 
Alzulfiqar. Benazir, who calls Alzulfiqar and his terrorist friends martyrs, 
is free from such stigma. 


Political commentators understand the U.S. unhappiness with the Islamic color- 
ation of the present government. An Islamic Pakistan just does not fit in 
with the American Southeast Asian diplomatic framework. The greatest crime 
this government committed was to refuse to become an American base or to allow 
America to build bases here. Similarly, Pakistan refused to stop its atomic 
program. Benazir has hinted in her book, "The Pakistan Gathering Storm” and 
in her recent speeches that she would be willing to meet the terms of the 
Western powers regarding the atomic program. Between Turkey and Thailand, 
only Pakistan is the ally of the United States. The Islamization of Pakistan 
would hurt U.S. geopolitical interests in Burma, Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
India, and Sri Lanka. Similarly, the Soviet Union is not very happy with the 
present government. It is known that except for the PPP and some socialist 
elements, Pakistan is unacceptable to the Soviet Union on ideological grounds. 
Even though the Soviet Union has recalled 130,000 soldters from Afghanistan, 
it still wants to control it and make it the Cuba of South Asia. According to 
informed diplomatic sources, Benazir will be a weak leader as she does.not 
have enough common sense. For example, the day after she received that unex- 
pectedly warm reception, she announced that if she had wanted to take over the 
government by force, she would have done so right there with all the popular 
support. She made fun of President Zia's referendum and called her welcome 
the “real referendum.” She lacks insight and prudence, as can be judged by 
her claim that the soul of Mr Bhutto hovers around her to guide her. The 
world knows that neither Mr Bhutto nor Miss Benazir is a ghost. 


Political observers do not see any solid guiding philosophy in Benazir's 
program. She raises the slogan of Bhuttoism, which in her words means demo- 
cracy, socialism and people's government. Her political philosophy and econ- 
omic program are limited to this Bhuttoism. At her welcome rallies, the 
slogan heard most was: “Bhutto's name will live as long as there are the sun 
and the moon.” 


This is the same slogan raised when Indira Gandhi was reelected and Rajiv 


Gandhi was elected prime minister. Here Bhutto's name replaced that of 
Indira. This shows that her creativity is limited to plagiarism, She is not 
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committed to anything except her late father. She repeatedly declared while 
visiting the United States that “democracy is our first and basic principle.” 
In Moscow, she insisted that “socialism is our economic system." She changes 
her words and principles with the time and place. She repeatedly talks about 
a peaceful movement, and then shouts during a rally: "Bhutto, we are embar- 
rassed that your murderers are still alive.” The world knows that Bhutto was 
sentenced to die for murder by the highest court in the country, and he was 
indicted on 12 other counts. Benazir declared before coming to Pakistan that 
she was returning as Pakistan's Aquino. Perhaps Solarz, who credits himself 
with the downfall of Marcos, gave her this advice. Solarz apparently forgot 
that Pakistan had neither a Marcos-type dictatorship nor the kind of corrupt 
elections present in the Philippines. Benazir does not have, and will never 
have, support from religious groups. According to a diplomat, the demand for 
midterm elections may have been perpetrated by the United States, the Soviet 
Union and India. The efforts of President Zia and his government to implement 
Islamic rule is not acceptable to these three countries. Pakistanis should be 
aware that if Benazir comes to power, she will sell Pakistan to one of the 
Superpowers. Her trips to Washington and Moscow before returning home were to 
negotiate these “bargains.” She wanted to see which country would offer the 
higher price to her. Some political observers believe that if the Junejo 
government is suspended or even midterm elections are held, the interpretation 
would be that only a Bhutto dynasty can rule this country. Solarz and us 
Pakistanis should recognize Benazir as a born dictator and drown hopes of a 
democratic rule in Sind. Pakistan is at a crossroads. It can accept a family 
dictatorship in the name of democracy or let the present democratic rule 
flourish. According to political observers, Pakistan has very little time to 
maintain its national identity. Benazir has clearly indicated that both the 
Soviet Union and the United States are eager for her to take over the govern- 
ment. Solarz' statement supports the hypothesis that Benazir has sold her 
country to the superpowers. If this were not true, Benazir and her supporters 
should have condemned Solarz' attitude and statement in strong words. Some 
Western diplomats believe that political anarchy in Pakistan will cost the 
United States dearly, since Pakistan is its only ally in this area between 
Turkey and Thailand. 
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PAKISTAN 


OLDER LEADERS URGED TO STOP TALK OF BREAKUP OF NATION 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT inUrdu 2 Jul 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Let Pakistan Remain One Country" ] 


[Text] G. M. Sayed, leader of the "Jiey Sindh" [Long Live Sindh], has 

blasted Quaid-e Azam {Mohammad Ali Jinnah], Iqbal [poet], Pakistan, Punjab, 
Pakistan's army, and the Muslim movement in his book, Now Pakistan Should 

Be Divided, being published in India. Any libel that is printable is included 
in this book. This is not the first time that G. M. Sayed and his elderly 
friends have spread poison against Pakistan, but previously no one had 
demanded breaking up Pakistan in such bold words. The question arises: 

Why are they acting like this after enjoying Pakistan for 40 years? Anyone 
can find millions of flaws in G. M. Sayed's logic, and each of his blasphemous 
comments can be replied to. However, seeing how our youth have been 
influenced by his propaganda, we need to analyze the situation objectively and 
find out what caused this poisonous attitude. Is the political deprivation 

of Sindh and other smaller provinces so serious that they must separate or 

are the efforts of those who have never accepted Pakistan honestly bearing 
fruit? 


Pakistan is facing many problems because its enemies, both within the country 
and abroad, are active. They can succeed only if we fall prey to the confusion 
created by various groups and lose our unity. Unfortunately, our leaders 

have been weak in this area from the very beginning. According to G. M. Sayed, 
Iqbal gave India's Muslims the concept of Pakistan, and Quaid-e Azam was too 
hasty in implementing his ideas. The resolution calling for the establishment 
of Pakistan was passed in 1940, and within 7 years Muslims were gathered as 

a nation under the leadership of Jinnah. Within a decade of his death, 
democracy was declared invalid, "palace" conspiracies became widespread, self- 
serving politicians began to clash with each other, and factionalism became 
common. All this combined to destroy the national identity of Pakistan. 
However, if G. M. Sayr2d is disappointed in Pakistan, it is his own "crime." 
There was no one keeping him and other politicians from building the Pakistan 
of their dreams during the first 10 years of our existence. They had full 
freedom to organize political parties, prepare their manifestoes and take 

them to the people. They used this freedom to fight with each other. They 
should have studied the problems that plagued the various provinces and sought 
solutions. Who kept them from these activities? All this happened because 
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they were incompetent and dishonest; Pakistan has nothing to do with it. If 
you want to punish anyone, punish yourselves. Do not try to harm Pakistan. 
Do not punish the country for your incompetence; rather, offer yourself up 
for judgment. 


In this context, we also want to address some of our adventurous army 
generals. True, the mission of the military forces of every country is to 
protect the geographic boundaries as well as the ideology. There are, however, 
priorities. The first priority issue cannot be ignored while working on mat- 
ters of second priority. The armed forces are trained to attack the enemy; 
trying to test their mettle on our own politicians does not make sense. 
Pakistan had many problems when it was established. It was a new nation and 
needea tender care for many years. The politicians are, after all, not 
miracle workers. They had to learn by making mistakes, but these adventurous 
generals did not give the politicians time. They moved from army headquarters 
to politics, promising development, and could not even save the country. Not 
only did East Pakistan become Bangladesh, but our armed forces had to suffer 
unparalleled embarrassment. Now "Zia's decade" will be climaxed with a 
confederation of provinces! Announcements about Greater Baluchistan, 
independent Pakhtoonistan, Sindhudesh, and a new entry, "Punjabis" under the 
leadership of Nawabzada Mazhar Ali Khan, are being made every day. When 
provincial ministers try to make the center look like an invalid, we do not 
have to blame God for our problems. No nation can have monolithic unity, 

but our present situation is so bad that we have no hope left. The new 
generation that was born in Pakistan and has not experienced slavery has 
reached young adulthood. This generation can make Pakistan united and safe. 
However, we must get used to having a democratic government and to making 
changes, be they bad or good, by popular vote. Until then, G. M. Sayed, 
Abdul Ghufar Khan, and their associates with little time to live should 

keep quiet and not bequeath a slave attitude to the new generation. For 
God's sake, let Pakistan remain a free country! 
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PAKISTAN 


FEAR OF LAWLESSNESS IN SIND LEADING TO CIVIL WAR VOICED 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 29 Jun 86 pp l, 6 
[Report by Riaz Shahid] 


[Text] Sophisticated arms and ammunition are being stored in the jungles of 
Sind. The criminal and antisocial elements in the province are escalating 
their activities and arming themselves with the latest type of lethal weapons. 


On the other hand, the Sind police have been utterly unsuccessful in their 
efforts to subdue the bands of dacoits in the province. It is said that 
sophisticated weapons are being amassed in Sind for a definite preplanned pur- 
pose. Ammunition in large quantities is being smuggled from the northern 
regions of Sind to the south, and a great deal of it has been confiscated by 
the police and customs officals. The ammunition captured so far includes 
antitank missiles, mortars, and kalashnikovs. It is said that hidden in the 
jungles of Sind are piles of rocket-launchers, mortar guns, antitank missiles, 
machineguns, kalashnikovs, and bombs. All this has been borne out by a let- 
ter written by a bandit, published in the newspapers, which also revealed 
that the bandits are being trained in guerrilla warfare. Some people cite as 
an example of guerrilla warfare the systematic way in which 34 dangerous con- 
victs were freed from Sukkar jail. These people think that Sind is preparing 
for civil war on a large scale, and that matters have taken such a dangerous 
turn that the police as well as the administration have become completely 
paralyzed. These are signs of danger ahead. 


It is said that the commando operation the police initiated in order to stamp 
out daccity and bring back law and order in the province has been a miserable 
failure. The police are greatly disheartened by the organized power of the 
criminals. Much of the ammunition smuggled from the north is taken to the 
educational institutions of the province, where the studerts go about armed 
with kalashnikovs and machineguns. Political circle: in Sind are worried be- 
cause the educational institutions have been turned into ammunition depots. 


Makhdum Khaliquz-zaman, the president of the PPP, has expressed concern over 
the growing lawlessness and the increase in the activities of the dacoits in 
Sind. He says that the people in the rural areas are so frightened by the 
lawlessness around them that they are moving to more secure places. Makhdum 
Khaliquz-zaman says that ihe bandits are all-powerful in the districts of 
Nawabshah, Dadu, Larkana and Khairpur, and that nobody there is safe. Dr Athar 
Qureshi, general secretary of Jamat-i-Islami Sind and member of the Sind assem- 
bly, has denounced the lawlessness in the province and demanded that the in- 
competent administration hand in its resignation. 
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PAKISTAN 


RIVALRY BETWEEN SIND STUDENT GROUPS DESCRIBED 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 22-30 Jun 86 p29 
[Article by Ahmad Nawaz Khaliji: “The Untold Story Behind Hisvani's Murder” ]} 


[Text] The death of Faqir Iqbal Hisbani, central president of the Sind 
People's Students Federation (SPAF), in a confrontation with the police has 
left the Sind People's Party stupefied. Mr Hisbani was selected to play an 
important role in the PPP's plans to pressure the government into holding 
midterm elections. Mr Hisbani had completed the initial portion of the plan 
and had convinced the executive leadership of the PPP that he was an efficient 
and courageous worker and had the ability to make confrontational movements 
against the government successful. Students have always played an important 
role in Pakistan's politics of resistance. The PPP is the most popular poli- 
tical party in Sind, but it is also known that the Jiye Sind Students 
Federation (JSSF) was extremely influential for the last 10 years. All stu- 
dert hostels in Sind were under the full control of the JSSF. They could get 
any student expelled. According to some sources, the JSSF installed torture 
chambers in various hostels. Non-Sindhi students were kidnapped and brought 
there for torture in those chambers. Young girls were subjected to all kinds 
of extreme behavior. Reports of such misdeeds are published frequently in 
newspapers and magazines. During the admission and registration period, the 
admission papers of non-Sindhi students were forcibly taken away and then 
these students were taken to the secret chambers and frightened into never 
applying to any Sindhi educational institution. Even coilege professors were 
the target of such treatment. The JSSF had modern weapons and the support of 
the majority of the students. 


Recently the differences between the SPAF and the JSSF have come to a head. 
The SPAF, however, was always weak compared to the JSSF. A new twist in 
politics split the JSSF into two groups--the Jiye Sind (G.M. Sayed Group) 
Federation and the Jiye Sind Organizing Committee. The founder of the new 
group, Hayder Ali Shah, is currently in jail. Recently, Urdu-speaking stu- 
dents in Sindhi universities, acting on the advice vf some leaders of the 
Muhajir Quomi Movement, made peace with the Jiye Sind (G.M. Sayed Group) in 
order to protect themselves from persecution. This left the Punjabi-speaking 
students to fend for themselves. They had been working and suffering together 
for many years. In order to protect themselves, the Punjabi~speaking studerts 








established the New Sindhi Students Organization, and, like the JSSF members, 
bought for themselves both modern and older weapons to fight their opponents. 
At that time, the PPP decided to modernize the SPAF. The task of making the 
SPAF a challenging organization was given to Fagqir Iqbal Hisbani. Hisbani 
contacted all student organizations in Sind that not only possessed weapons 
but also had established their existence by using them against the JSSF. The 
members of the New Sindhi Students Organization and the Jiye Sind Organizing 
Committee promisec to cooperate with Hisbani, who at the direction of the PPP 
leaders made plans to replace the JSSF with the SPAF as the most influential 
student organization in Sind. This scheme was first implemented in colleges 
at Nawabshah, Khairpur, Larkana, and other cities in Sind. There were several 
armed and bloody confrontations in which Hisbani was successful because of the 
help from the Jiye Sind Organizing Committee and the New Sindhi Students 
Organization. The JSSF had already been weakened by the :ecent split and had 
lost the support of the Urdu-speaking students. It was obvious that Hisbani 
was very successful in weakening the JSSF in a very short time. Qamar Bhatti 
and Jawal Mangi, leaders of the JSSF, in a joint statement to JANG, said, “The 
SPAF leaders toid the press that Hisbani was killed in the L.M.C City Hostel 
when he was on his way to Jamshoor with some associates to help a friend. 
Actually, Hisbani was going to attack Sind University with the help of hired 
hoodlums. If the police had not stopped him, the lives of many innocent 
students would have been lost. They were going to attack Sind University and 
raise the flag of their party on its buildings. However, this dream was not 
fulfilled. Iqbal Hisbani has tortured innocent Sindhi students. He shot 
Mehmood Raahi, a sophomore at Chandika College, in the leg and left him 
paralyzed. He seriously injured Imam Bax Phalpoota in Khairpur, he shot 
Deedar Baledi, and he killed Roop Chand. He was responsible for breaking the 
hands of Iman Allah Pathan and Qium Mangi in Shikarpur. He murdered Kamal 
Rahu, a student attending the M.L.C., and Reza Mohammad Banglani in Mirpur 
Khas. He shot and seriously wounded Faiz Jhakroo, Munawwar Laghari, and 
several other students at the Hydrabad Muslim University. Several other 
students were kidnapped. Iqbal Hisbani was a hired killer working for Tikka 
Khan to kill Sindhis, especially the members of the JSSF.” 


If we examine Hisbani's activities and analyze Qamar Bhatti's remarks, we have 
to agree that Hisbani had his eyes on Sind University and wanted to end the 
influence of the JSSF there. He had armed his followers withy modern weapons 
for this purpose. 


The founder of the PPP, Bhutto, had appointed Shiekh Ayaz, a very popular 
Sindhi leader, as vice chancellor of Sind University in order to curb the 
influence of the JSSF. He was also disappointed. Sindhi students continued 
to control Sind University., When Benazir Bhutto tried to vanquish this 
stronghold of the JSSF with the help of a brave young, man, Hisbani, he was 
conveniently killed. All PPP members are greatly shocked at his death. The 
Koran was read at 70 Clifton Road [Benazir's house], and Benazir went to 
Hisbani's village to pay homage! 


Sind's educational institutions, especially the residential areas, play a very 
important role in the politics of dissension. These hostels are not easily 
accessible to the police, so it is easy to hide illegal arms and ammunition 
there. It has often been reported in the press that people sought by the law 
live in these hostels. The major reason for the success of the JSSF was its 
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control over these hostels. The PPP wants to take over these hostels in order 
to end the JSSF control. Our government is well aware of this whole situa- 
tion, and the governor of Sind has ordered the provincial government to take 
firm action to prevent these hostels from becoming armed forts. The PPP had 
expected these hostels to play a very importart role in its politics. Now 
that Fagir Iqbal Hisbani has been killed, the PPP has to review its strategy. 
There is no doubt that Hisbani succeeded in cutting the power cord of the 
JSSFY It will be very difficult for the JSSF to stay in the saddle, since 
everyone knows that the secret of its strength was its well-stocked arsenal. 
Also, the political ideology supported by veteran Sindhi politician G.M. Sayed 
is losing its influence over Sindhi youth. The JSSF and other studert organi- 
zations have to analyze the entire situation and devise a new political ap- 
proach. They should focus on increasing the number of supporters and friends, 
rather than creating enemies. The aura of invincibility of the JSSF has been 
broken by Hisbani. Now, every Sindhi youth will try to emulate Hisbani and 
take part in reducing the influence of the JSSF in Sind's educational institu- 
tions. Ail student organizations will support the SPAF now. It is possible 
that, like the members of the Jiye Sind Organizing Committee, most members of 
the New Sindhi Students Organization will also join the SPAF. All they want 
is protection. 


The PPP lerdership has voiced its suspicion that the JSSF conspired to have 
Hisbani killed by the police, since he was planning to control Sind 
University. The words of Qamar Bhatt support this suspicion. He said that 
Hisbani was amassing arms since his next stop was Sind University's hostels. 
According to some sources, the bullet found in Hisbani's body is from a 
“Kalashnikov” pistol, while the police only used rifles. The question arises: 
Where did this “Kalashnikov” bullet come from? Was Hisbani killed by his own 
people? Was there someone who wanted to kill Hisbani and used this confronta- 
tion as a cover? Who were the people who informed the police that a motor- 
rickshaw was carrying ammunition and weapons for Hisbani? We know our police 
well. We wonder if the “Kalashnikov” bullet found in Hisbani's body is being 
used to make the police look innocent. Wiil Hisbani's death be investigated 
or will matters be left as they are? Such questions are being raised in Sind 
political circles. One fact remains: Hisbani's death has left the PPP para- 
lyzed. However, the PPP has benefited in one way. As it starts its final 
round of confrontations with the government, it is saining popular support and 
sympathy. The PPP appealed to people to demonstrate against tu2 government 
with processions and rallies. It is analyzing how much support it gets from 
people and which areas of its program need additional work. The death of 
Hisbani has deprived the PPP of a fighting young man. He put new life in the 
SPAF and made it strong enough to face the JSSF. Hisbani daring activities 
put the JSSF on the defensive and made it aware that there are other student 
organizations in the province that can challenge it. Perhaps this is the 
reason why no JSSF leader paid homage to Hisbani or condemned the police for 
killing him. The JSSF members celebrated Hisbani's death by firing 5,000 
rounds in the air. This action makes their patriotism suspect. Meanwhile, 
the PPP leaders are looking for a young man who can replace Hisbani and finish 
the work he started. He must be able to establish the SPAF’s clout at Sind 
University and its hostels within the next few weeks. G.M. Sayed, veteran 
Sindhi politician and founder of the JSSF's front, admitted in an interview 
that 90 percent of Sindhis sympathize with the PPP. He added that the JSSF 
could not get much support because it does not make false premises about rose 
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gardens. Now, if the PPP succeeds in reducing the influence of the JSSF among 
students, the JSSF will have an uphill task to regain power. It is possible 
that Mumtaz Ali Bhutto and Rasul Bax Palejo will try to lead the JSSF later. 
At present ell politics in Sind are centered around student politics, and Sind 
University has become a focal point in this arena. 


7997/9312 
CSO: 4656/117 


PAKISTAN 


POLITICAL TACTICS OF PIR PAGARA ANALYZED 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 28 Jun 86 p 3 
[Article by Nur Mohammad Pathan: “Pir Pagara, the Muslim League, and Sind”} 


[Text] Witty and humorous, Pir Pagara is not only very eloquent but also a 
shrewd politician. He manipulated the MRD boycott and catapulted the Muslim 
League back into power. Pir Sahib's politics, however, focus on the rich and 
the mighty and do not involve the masses. He has been very active in 
Pakistani politics for the last 3 years and has acquired an in-depth 
understanding of the country's politics. His politics have been very 
practical and adaptable. We would like to describe his rise form the 
beginning. 


Rakhew Faqir's Letter in the British Parliament 


It happened on 20 March 1943. The British rulers hanged Pir Sahib Sayed Allah 
Shah Rashidi, the spiritual leader of the Hurs and the father of the present 
Pir Pagara, during a period of martial law. Thousands of Hurs were killed in 
various skirmishes. The homes and fields of Hurs were burned, and their land 
was confiscated under martial law. Even after Pakistan was established, 
thousands of Hurs remained in jail, doing hard labor. The gaddi 
[headquarters] of Pir was abolished, and Pagara's residence in Pirgoth in 
Khairpur district was destroyed by bombs. [he present Pir Sahib, his brother 
Nadir Ali Shah, and their mother was sent to England by the British. He was 
under arrest while attending school there. 


The Hurs continued to carry out a guerrilla war, and the British, who could 
never really curb them, called them terrorists. Rakhew Faqir was one of these 
guerrilla commanders. 


On 20 February 1947, when Churchill was still opposed to the idea of giving 
independence to India and Pakistan, Prime Minister Attlee presented a letter 
concerning the Hurs in Parliament. This letter was written by Rakhew Faqir to 
his friends. Some excerpts from that letter are reproduced here: “Friends, 
our struggle will pay off one day, and the wishes of Pir Pagara will be 
fulfilled. The British will have to leave India soon, and we will be the 
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rulers.” Mr Attlee cited this letter to Mr Churchill and commented that a 
country with such a burning desire for freedom could not be kept a colony. 


Pir Pagara and Jawaharlal Nehru 


After Pakistan was established, Pir Pagara's followers living in the areas 
surrounding the cities of Jaisalmer and Jodhpur in India, approached Mr Nehru 
for permission to establish a gaddi [a hold order} of Pagara in India and to 
invite Pir Pagara there. It is said that Mr Nehru approved this request. 


Roles of Liaqat Ali and Khawaja Shahabuddin in Establishing a Gaddi 


In 1949, Liaqat Ali Khan went to London to meet the present Pir Pagara. He 
told him that the Pakistani Government wanted to reestablish his gaddi. It 

is said that Khawaja Shahabuddin played a very important role is the 
establishment of this gaddi. At that time over 10,000 telegrams opposing this 
action were sent to the government. People who had cooperated with the 
British Government in curbing the Hurs tried their best to stor the 
establishment of this gaddi. Pir Pagara arrived in Pakistan with pomp anD 
ceremony and liberated the Hurs. The land that the British had confiscated 
was never returned to him, however. 


Pir Pagara's Role in Indo-Pakistani War 


In the 1965 Indo-Pakistani War, Pir Pagara sent his followers to Rajasthan to 
fight against India. The Hurs won hundreds of miles of Indian territory. The 
army began to respect Pir Sahib for his success. Pir Sahib became friendly 
with Gen Yahya Khan. Later, G.M. Sayed blamed Pir Sahib for bringing in Hurs 
that blocked Sind's independence. 


During the 1971 war also, Pir Sahib sent many of his Hurs to participate in 
the action. Many Hurs sacrificed their lives. Pakistan lost because of poor 
military strategy and preparation. 


Pir Sahib and National Unity 


Sind's pirs and landlords have always been very influential. They 
demonstrated their clout and bravery during the Bhutto era and became very 
powerful. Pir Sahib began to emerge as a national leader during that period. 
Bhutto was so popular at that time that even clever veteran politicians could 
not compete with him. Leaders like Pir Ali Mohammad Rashidi, Khan Bahadur 
Ayub Khouro, and Qazi Akbar had openly declared war against Bhutto, but later 
they had to apologize to him. G.M. Sayed also declared Bhutto the rising star 
of the nation's politics. Pir Pagara, however, never ga e in to Bhutto and 
became the chairman of the UDF, an organization formed to jointly oppose 
Bhutto. While he was chairing a meeting in Lahore, an attempt was made to 
assassinate him. In Sanghar, his followers were attacked by the police. Many 
Hurs were killed. These atrocities reminded people of the British era. 

Still, Pir Sahib never bowed to the government. 
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Pir Sahib During Ayub Era 


Pir Sahib was filled with patriotic feelings when he returned to Pakistan. 
After all, it was the Pakistani Government that helped install his gaddi. He 
considers Pakisten and the Muslim League important for his gaddi. 


He started to participate in politics during the Ayub era. He was also a 
personal friend of Gen Ayub Khan. During his era, Pir Pagara managed to get 
cabinet positions for Mohammad Khan Junejo and Abdul Qadir Sanjrani. 


Pir's Role in the MRD Civil Disobedience Movement 


The government was frightened at the turn the MRD movement took in August 
1983. Many politicians are sti!l affected by that movement. At that time Pir 
Pagara, who had played an important role during the Bhutto era, took a big 
risk and sent 10,000 of his followers in Mujahid uniforms with the regular 
army to curb this movement. 


The Hurs worked with the army to destroy various centers of the MRD that 
worked against the government. This spoiled Pir Pagara'’s image in Sind. The 
people began to call him an agent of Punjab and the army. 


Feelings against Pir Pagara became so negative that educited people in Sind 
hated even the mention of his name. The role played by the Hurs was compared 
to that of Albadur and Alshamash in East Pakistan. This operation took place 
in jungles and rural areas, so most people learned about it through 
propaganda. 


Pir Pagara had to transform all his efforts. He even accepted elections ona 
nonparty basis, as well as the referendum. He succeeded in appointing several 
of his men to the posts of prime minister. 


It appears that the desire expressed by Rakhew Faqir on 20 February 1943 [as 
published] was realized on 23 March 1985 when Mohammad Khan ‘une jo became the 
prime minister. 


Pir Pagara's Forecasts and Methodologies 


Pir Sahib is very interested in astrology, and he considers politics a game. 
His forecasts are based on his association with GCHQ and a study of political 
philosophy. He helped General Zia and the Muslim League in order to gain 
cooperation from them. At present he supports mid term elections so that some 
upset politicians can join the government. He expects these elections to be 
held on a party basis between 1987 and 1990, as Pir Pagara will need General 
Zia as the chief of the armed forces until 1987. He will think about retiring 
General Zia after that. He will also try to sow the seeds of strife in the 
PPP and render the “queens” [Benazir Bhutto, etc.] ineffective. 


Pir Sahib and G.M. Sayed 
Pir Sahib has the benefit of calling Sind his home and Punjab the home of his 


in-law's. He has married both sons into very influential Punjabi families. 
In Sind, he has hundreds of thousands of followers, including 100,000 armed 
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and trained in military tactics. In order to defeat Pir Sahib in Sind, a 
government would have to launch an operation similar to the one the British 
carried out. Such an operation is not possible in this era. Recently Pir 
Pagara and G.M. Sayed have held several meetings. Pir Sahib has convinced 
Sayed that he cannot establish Sindhdesh without his help. He has used G.M. 
Sayed's weakness for the cult of “Sayedism" against him. Pagara is trying 
to get the cooperation of the Sayed group in the assembly. Sayed Ghaush Ali 
Shah was actually a joint candidate of the Sayed group, the army, and Pir 
Pagara. Pir Sahib would have appointed someone else as the chief minister, 
but he decided on him on purpose. Pir Sahib has maneuvered a man of G.M. 
Sayed's stature to such an extent that the latter calls General Zia a 
gentleman and Pir Pagara “my man.” 


The mutual interests of General Zia, Pir Pagara, and G.M. Sayed lie in the 
demise of the PPP. These three people with very different philosophies have 
united in this cause. 


Pir Sahib and Liberal Thinking 


I once asked Dr Sayed Shafaqqat Shah, the present education minister, what 
special qualities, other than a vast following, Pir Pagara possesses that 
leads people to help him. He replied that Pir Sahib represents liberal and 
moderate political views, as opposed to the extremist maulavis and fanatic 
communists. These views are acceptable to the majority. These days people do 
not like ideological censorship. Dr Shah is correct to an extent, since any 
person, regardless of his personal beliefs or profession, can join Pir Sahib's 
Muslim League. Pir Sahib accepts any person who is useful to him, whether he 
is Islamudin Sheikh, Nawaz Sharief, or Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi. 
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PAK STAN 


EDITORIAL DENOUNCES DEPENDENCE ON U.S. LOANS 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 1 Jul 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "The Royal Alms!"] 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Ali Khan, talking to re- 
porters on his return from Washington, said that the Reayan administration 
has promised, despite its own deficit problems, to honor the pact providing 
aid to Pakistan. He said that officials of the U.S. administration had told 
him thit despite the law limiting the government's spending, the administra- 


tion would manage to continue the current aid to Pakistan. They also, he said, 


talked about a new aid pact for the period following 1987. He said everything 
took place in an atmosphere of goodwill and friendship. 


Maybe a large sector of the public share the foreign minister's delusion that 
foreign loans are a blessing. Some people may be pleased at the prospect of 
getting another chance to indulge in the shameful habit of squandering bor- 
rowed money on absolutely worthless projects. As we listened to the foreign 
minister, we realized that even when we ask to borrow money at the cost of 
our nation's self-respect and dignity, there is no guarantee that we will get 
it. We have to apply for the loans every year. Our nerves are always on 
edge, because the United States might refuse its aid the next year; our ene- 
mies might succeed in making the United States halt its aid to us. We have 


to get a renewal of the aid pact every year. We berrow money, but we behave 
as though we were accepting alm;. We are always worwying about the possible 
reduction of the aid. According to our tinance miafgeter, the United States 


has not halted aid to us despite its own budget deficit. Well, is not Mr 
Reagan fighting with the Congress to help the Contras of Nicaragua? Pakistan 


is on bad terms with other powers because of its friendstis with the United 
States. It is said that te Ugited States is Pakistan's friend. Well, is it 
friendship to lend money on such harsh conditions? Ever since the bitter ex- 


perience of 1971, we have lost all hope of the United States helping us in 
time of need. Recently Mr Decker, the U.S. consul general in Lahore, said 
very definitely that in the event of an invasion from India or Iran, the 
United States woul:! not help Pakistan. Do you call this a "defense pact"? 
12476/12859 

CSO: 4656/122 


97 








PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL DENOUNCES BURDEN OF FOREIGN DEBT 
Lahore NAWA~I-WAQT in Urdu 21 Jun 86 p 2 


(Editorial: “The Burden of Foreign Loans” } 


{Text] Mian Mohammad Yasin Vattoo, the federal finance minister, has declared 
emphatically that the government has never accepted foreign loans under condi- 
tions that would compromise our country's freedom, independence and sovereign- 
ty. To prove his point he cited the example of the new package deal he signed 
during his recent visit to Washington, which gives Pakistan the right to buy 
arms and receive aid for economic development from the United States. The 
draft of this agreement, he claims, makes it quite clear that the regime has 
kept the dignity of the nation intact. He said this in response to a question 
in the National Assembly when the budget expenditure for 1986-87 was under 
discussion. In that session of the assembly, many members made speeches 
criticizing the country's foreign policy, foreign loans and the work of var- 
ious departments of the federal government. 


In answering these critics, Yasin Vattoo said firmly that the government would 
never accept unnecessary loans and that whatever loans are taken out would be 
spent for the progress and prosperity of the nation. This is not the first 
time we have heard these words. We have been hearing them repeatedly since 
1954-55, when getting foreign loans in the name of national progress was 
started initially. Every federal finance minister that has presented the 
annual budget has said the same thing with the same conviction that is shown 
by Yasin Vattoo. But everybody knows that through all the changes of govern- 
ment in the country, the burden of foreign loans on our nation has always 
grown heavier. We deceive ourselves when we say that Pakistan gets foreign 
loans easily because the money-lending agencies think it is the most well- 
develoned of the developing nations. It is no secret that most of the money 
our finance ministers get so proudly from the consortium is spent on paying 
the interest on previous loans. When a foreiyn loan is justified by the 
statement that it has no conditions attached to it, we should not overlook the 
fact that those who ask for loans are the dependents and those who give loans 
are the masters. Loans are never taken out for fun. A needy country has to 
beg for a loan, and the lending agency not only makes sure that the loan is 
repaid, but aims at fulfilling its own special purposes (which maybe economic 
or political). These chains are invisible but stronger than iron. 
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It is all a business deal in which feelings have no place. Both parties try 
to get the best of the deal. But the creditor's position is always stronger 
than that of the debtor. That is how agencies like the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund compel the governments of the developing countries 
to devaluate their currencies and increase the prices of food, electricity and 
railway fares, whereas otherwise these governments would try to handle these 
matters in their own way. 


This pressure may be direct or indirect. But in each case it is made certain 
that the loan, along with interest on it, is paid in full. For this purpose 
most debtor countries are advised to devaluate their currencies. (These are 
the chains that our finance ministers cannot discern.) This advice is given 
on the premise that when one's currency is devaluated, one's imports will 
become expensive and one will try to increase exports. But in a developing 
country this only leads to disaster. Devaluation of the currency not only 
increases the price of imports such as machinery and industrial raw materials, 
but the amount of foreign debt increases in proportion to the devaluation of 
the currency. Devaluation of currency can only benefit industrially developed 
countries wherein the economy depends on the export of machinery and the 
import of industrial raw materials. Developing countries like Pakistan lose 
by this method, because they have to export food-grains and raw matertals for 
industries, and the industrialized countries make our exports expensive by 
imposing heavy import duty on them. Poorer countries are the losers both 
ways. The countries that produce and export oil are facing this dilemma. The 
root cause of the crisis in our textile industry is the imposition of a quota- 
system and heavy import duties on pakistani cotton textiles by the indus~- 
trialized countries. 


During the “democratic period,” when the value of the rupee was said to be 
above par, the public exchange rate was 4.7/5 rupees to the dollar, while the 
private rate was about 10 rupees to the dollar. As most imports were made on 
the basis of the public rate, and the foreign loans were paid off at the same 
rate, the rupee had some respect and value in the country. But when the 
public exchange rate jumped to 9./5 rupees to the dollar, our economy 

received such a staggering blow that our country has never recovered from the 
shock. Our currency has lost all value, even in our own country. During the 
martial law period when Ghulam Ishaq was the all-powerful finance minister in 
the country, the rupee was unlinked from the dollar. The country is still 
waiting for the “benefits” this step was supposed to bring to the nation. 

Now the public exchange rate has risen to 16.25 rupees to the dollar and the 
price of imported machinery and industrial raw materials has risen propor- 
tionately, making payment on the foreign loans more difficult than ever. Now 
that Prime Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo is going to pay a state visit to the 
United States, he should see to it that the monetary exchange rate is fixed at 
14 rupees to the dollar, and thus stop the drainage of the money earned at the 
cost of the sweat and blood of the Pakistani people. 


As for Yasin Vattoo's claim that no unnecessary loans have been taken out, we 
can cite examples of foreign loans that were very definitely needless. Ex- 
perts in economics, please take note. During the period of martial law that 
ended a few months ago and before that, loans were taken out from the Asian 
Development Bank, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. These 
foreign loans, amounting to millions and billions of rupees, were taken out 
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for repairing water channels, widening forest areas and building primary 
schools. Some people called these loans needless even when everybody was 
talking about their expected benefits. It was asked at the time why we could 
not use our Own means to buy such things as spades, buckets, sand, cement and 
hardware. Why, it was asked, were we not making any use of our cheap man- 
power. 


It is true that when all this happened Mr Vattoo and Mr Junejo were not in 
power, but those loans are still breaking the back of the people. Some 
personal benefit must have been reaped by the high officials who made trips to 
Manila and Washington to negotiate these loans, but what did the nation get 
except an unbearable burden of debt? Let us hope that things will change with 
the advent of the elected government and that the practice of taking out 
foreign loans blindly will be abandoned, But this will need a lot of dili- 
gence, thrift, self-sacrifice, attention to detail and the determination to 
depend on our own resources. It will require a complete change in our mental 
and intellectual vision. Will Mr Vattoo please tell us what steps are being 
taken to bring about this mental and moral change? 


12476/9312 
CSO: 4656/109 
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PAKISTAN 


DETAILS OF ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTRIFUGE PLANT REVEALED 


Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 24 Jun 86 pp 1, 5 


[Article: "Bhutto Had the Atomic Reprocessing Plant Deal With France 
Cancelled; 10,000 Military Engineers Trained in Centrifuge System; Excerpts 
From Kausar Niazi's Book, The Night of the Generals"] 


[Text] Rawalpindi, 23 June (Special Report)--Maualana Kausar Niazi, 

former minister of communications, haj, and charities, has disclosed some 
surprising facts in his book, 5 July 1977--The Night of the Generals. 

When Pakistani scientist Dr Abdulqadir Khan came here from The Netherlands 
on vacation for a month, he was contacted by the late Mr Bhutto, then prime 
minister of Pakistan, to discuss the purchase of an atomic reprocessing 
plant from France. Mr Bhutto had learned through various sources that 

Dr Abdulqadir Khan had acquired vast know]: on this subject. He had 
studied Dr Khan's dissertation on the suvy’ bmitted to Leone University 
as a requirement for his doctoral studies. shis book is still considered 
one of the most important works on the subject. 


During his meeting with Dr Khan, Mr Bhutto learned that the purchase of 
an atomic reprocessing plant from France was not very cost effective. 

Dr Khan convinced Mr Bhutto that a similar centrifuge plant could be 
constructed in Pakistan cheaply. Dr Khan was already working on a similar 
project in Belgium. Mr Bhutto could not understand how Dr Khan could 
build an atomic plant similar to the one on which Britain, Germany, and 
The Netherlands had collaborated for 20 years, spending over $300 million 
utilizing more than 25,000 engineers and scientists. Dr Khan assured 

Mr Bhutto that he would be able to do it for his country for pennies. 

He promised to build a uranium reprocessing plant using the centrifuge 
approach within 7 years. 


After preliminary details were taken care of, Mr Bhutto formed a team of 
carefully selected army engineers and established a secret department called 
the Central Works Organization under the leadership of Lt Gen Zahid Ali 
Akbar Khan and Maj Gen Anis Ali Sayed. After surveying the whole country 
for a safe place, a laboratory was constructed for Dr Khan at Kahoota. 


During this period, Dr Khan returned to Holland to consult his wife, 


Honey Khan, about returning to Pakistan in order to serve his country. 
Dr Khan was earning more than 30,000 Pakistani rupees per month from the 
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Urenico project, but still his wife agreed to return to Pakistan, Dr Khan 
submitted his resignation to FDO, the firm that supported the project, 
which was successful largely to Dr Khan's contributions. He was an 
expert mineralogist and had helped solve some problems that the other 
scientists could not solve for 20 years. The firm accepted Dr Khan's 
resignation, apparently believing that a backward country like Pakistan 
could not benefit from Dr Khan's expertise. Even a superpower like the 
United States had not been able to perfect the centrifuge system although 
it had started work on it right after World War II. The United States 
had been pressing the three countries involved to drop the project and to 
wait for results from the Portsmouth plant in the United States. These 
countries, however, refused to oblige the United States. 


Mr Niazi further discloses that Mr Bhutto was worried about his deat with 
France, since it involved an outdated method and was to cost over $300 
million. According to Maulana Kausar Niazi, he was the only cabinet member 
involved in these discussions besides the military officers. He wanted to 
back out of the deal with France without being accused of a breach of 
contract. Mr Bhutto suggested to Mr Niazi that the details of this pact 
with France be rresented to the cabinet in such a way as to imply that 
Pakistan wanted co buy a reprocessing plant in order to make an atomic 
bomb. Mr Bhutto knew that a cabinet member worked for the CIA and was 
responsible for sharing even the most confidential information with the 
United States. Actually, he did not harbor such intentions, and Hafiz 

Pir Zada had allotted only 400,000 rupees for development of atomic tech- 
nology. President Carter was deceived by Mr Bhutto s tricks and believed 
that he was going to build a reprocessing plant with capital from Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, and other Gulf states to make an atomic bomb to be used 
against Israel. The Jews also believed Mr Bhutto, and they pressured 

Mr Carter to force France to cancel the deal to provide a reprocessing 
plant to Pakistan. Meanwhile, Mr Bhutto kept talking about an atomic 
reactor and made a whirlwind tour of Libya, Syria, Saudi Arabia, and 

other Gulf countries to make President Carter believe that he was securing 
the necessary capital. President Carter forced France to cancel the 
agreement. 


In February 1975, Dr Khan arrived at the Islamabad airport with three 
trunks full of notes on experiments and addresses of firms dealing in 
scientific instruments. He started work with military engineers soon 
after his return to Pakistan. The Dutch still believed that Dr Khan could 
not make anything work in a country that did not even manufacture a needle. 
They were sure that one day he would return to The Netherlands and were 
laughing at his "folly."' Dr Khan's wife joined him 2 months later with 


their children. 


Dr Khan was in the preliminary stages of building the Kahoota plant when 

Mr Bhutto lost power. General Zia, the military dictator, knew the 
importance of the project and ordered Dr Khan to speed up his work. He 

put all government resources at his disposal. Thus, Dr Khan was successful 
in establishing the second centrifuge plant in the world within 7 years. 

At the insistence of Israeli Prime Minister Begin, a charge of stealing 
atomic secrets was filed against Dr Khan in a Belgian court. He was 
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sentenced to 4 years' imprisonment by a Jewish female judge. When a 
Pakistani magazine accused Dr Khan of stealing atomic secrets, he was 
shocked and experienced great mental anguish. He wrote to the editor of 
the magazine saying that his own countrymen should not treat him as an 
enemy. 


At that time Dr Khan was interviewed by NAWA-I-WAQT, and he announced that 
Pakistan had succeeded in reprocessing uranium. Ths interview caused 
excitement all over the world since the reprocessing of uranium means 
having the ability to manufacture an atomic bomb. Maulana Kausar Niazi 
reveals in his book that General Zia met with Dr Khan in the presence of 
Gen Khalid Mehmood Aarif and complained that his interview published 

in NAWA-I-WAQT had caused political problems for Pakistan on an international 
level. It could affect U.S. aid and the procurement of F-16 airplanes. 

Dr Khan demonstrated his integrity and nobility and offered to resign as 
director of the A.Q. Khan Laboratories in order to help the government. 
General Aarif asked him what he would do if the resignation was accepted. 
Dr Khan said that he would not go abroad and continue atomic research and 
publish his findings and edu-ate the whole world in the complicated system 
of centrifuge. As Dr Khan was leaving the meeting with his briefcase, 
General Zia stopped him and told him to continue his work while he and his 
associates took care of the political aspect. 


Maulana Kausar Niazi further writes that Dr Khan trained over 10,000 
military engineers in the centrifuge system. He says that Mrs Gandhi 
planned to attack the Kahoota atomic plant a month before her assassination. 
The attack was to be carried out in the month of November. The Pakistan 
Government learned about this through the CIA. Then Indira Gandhi read 

Dr Khan's interview in NAWA-I-WAQT, and became frightened because Pakistan 
had the ability to make an atomic bomb. When General Zia returned from 
Moscow after participating in Chernenko's last rites, he was not happy 
with the cool attitude of the Soviets. He announced that Pakistan was 

one of the few countries in the world that had learned to separate uranium 
using the centrifuge system. Even a superpower like the Soviet Union had 


not achieved that. 


According to Maulana Kausar Niazi, the timely publication of Dr Khan's 
interview in NAWA-I-WAQT helped stop a definite war between India and 


Pakistan. 


7997/9604 
CSO: 4656/113 END 
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